
A hundred balloons for a hundred 
past and present projects, 
programmes and secondments!

On Wednesday 5 March, the United 
Mission to Nepal (UMN) celebrated 
60 years of continuous service to the 
people of Nepal. To mark the occasion, 
staff members released the balloons, 
commemorating the contributions of 
UMN to the country in health, education, 
industrial development, community 
development and capacity building.

A commemorative stone was unveiled 
by the executive director of UMN, Dr 
Mark Galpin, and Mr Madan Prasad 
Rimal, director of the Social Welfare 

Council, the government agency 
through which UMN has its agreement 
to operate in Nepal. Mr Rimal praised 
UMN’s work and commitment to the 
poor in Nepal.  He said: “UMN came 
to work in Nepal in 1954. I can say 
confidently that all the work that UMN 
has done in these 60 years has been 
according to the priority and the need 
of the government of Nepal.”

More than 300 UMN staff and former 
staff, representatives of other INGOs, 
the government and the Christian 
community enjoyed a colourful and 
varied programme that reflected on 
past achievements and looked forward 
to future opportunities for service. 

APRIL 2014

“So we have known 
and believe the love 
that God has for us. 

God is love, and those 
who abide in love 

abide in God, and God 
abides in them.” 
1 John 4:16 (NRSV)
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For more information please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

UMN staff release 100 balloons to mark 60 years of service in Nepal

Celebrating 60 years of service
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Giving shelter 

Climate change threatens to 
displace the i-Kiribati, the 
people of the low-lying island 

nation of Kiribati in the central 
Pacific, and much attention has 
been given to their future plight.  
 
The World Mission Fund yesterday 
agreed a solidarity grant of £5,000 
to the United Church in the Solomon 
Islands following hugely damaging 
flooding, described by local people 
as “the worst ever seen”. So far 
reports confirm 8,000 people are in 
evacuation centres, 17 people are 
confirmed dead including 8 children 

and 30 people are still missing. 
Many hundreds of houses have 
been destroyed or damaged.  
 
However voluntary inter-island 
migration has been common in 
the Pacific for centuries, and is 
usually undertaken by individuals or 
families in response to population 
pressures, environmental change, 
or the desire to seek better 
economic opportunities elsewhere.

Elizabeth Tekaingo, a highly 
respected police officer from 
Karibati, has been credited with 
providing the vision and drive 
behind the proposed Noro Safe 
House, the first ‘safe house’ for 
women and children experiencing 
domestic violence outside 
Honiara, the capital city of the 
Solomon Islands. There are only 
two such centres in the capital 
run by the Christian Care Centre, 
yet Solomon Islands is one of the 
nations with the worst incidence of 
domestic violence.  A recent World 
Bank report stated that nationally 
64% of women have experienced 
domestic violence.

Elizabeth 
Tekaingo 
(right) with 
Jessie,  
Noro safe 
house 
worker.

End of the  
road to Rio

Sunday 6 April saw the 
Street Child World Cup 
come to the end of the 

road to Rio. Methodist Children & 
Youth had made a commitment to 
raise £30,000 to sponsor a male 
and female team from Nicaragua. 
Although the Nicaraguan teams 
did not win, it was a worthy cause.   

Last November, three young 
Methodists travelled to Nicaragua 
to learn more about street 
children. While there they visited 
a child feeding programme run by 
four of the Methodist Churches 
in Managua. Schooling is free 
in Nicaragua (though there are 
associated costs which can 
make it prohibitive for some) but 
only takes place in the morning. 
Children return home for lunch 

each day; those without parents 
or carers at home during the day 
often go without food until late in 
the evening. 

The Methodist Church has 
responded to this situation by 
providing food for hundreds of 
children each day. At around 
12.30pm children gather at the 
churches and there is a short 
time of praise and worship. Small 

bowls of rice, chicken, beans and 
plantains are then served to each 
child by the pastors and members 
of the church. It is the community 
outreach work such as this that 
appears to set the Methodist 
Church apart from many of the 
other more established protestant 
denominations in Nicaragua 
– which in turn appears to be 
attracting more regular worshippers 
across from some other churches.

For more information, please contact Rachael Varney at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

Pastor Eduardo, 
head of the 
Methodist 
Church in 
Nicaragua, 
handing out 
bowls of food to 
children
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NMA postholder Vladimir 
Jelezov, a local preacher  
in Bulgaria, shares this 

story.   

Ginka is a Turkish-speaking 
Bulgarian who has lived a very 
difficult life. Married young to a 
cruel and mentally ill alcoholic, 
she suffered beatings, death 
threats and insults. She worked 
hard to raise their three boys 
alone. Without her knowledge, her 
husband sold their house, which 
she had built with her money,  
only telling her when it was too 
late. 

Because of the constant family 
problems she began seeking God, 
but had not dedicated her life to 
him. After several years her oldest 
son Shenol suffered a severe 
accident and was unable to walk. 
In her despair she went to Greece 
to work, hoping that surgery would 
allow Shenol to walk again, but to 
no avail. Then she got seriously ill 
and came back to Bulgaria where 
she met a sister from our church. 
She joined the church and after a 
few months declared her desire to 
be baptized. 

After the baptism, her son drove 
her out of his house, refusing 
to talk to her. Many of Ginka’s 
relatives regarded her as a traitor, 
because “she had accepted the 

Bulgarian God” (ethnic Turks in 
Bulgaria consider themselves 
Muslims by birth, and Jesus Christ 
is the god of Bulgarians). She 
found herself abandoned by her 
closest relatives. However, she 
had the Holy Spirit in her. She 
began to pray for her sons, and 
now has a very good relationship 

with them. Despite the pain her 
husband inflicted on her she 
went to her husband and asked 
him to forgive her, and gave him 
forgiveness. That was a big  
victory for her. She is still ill, but 
now has strong faith in Jesus,  
and is a big encouragement for  
us.
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For more information, please contact Roy Crowder at  
wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

NAtIONALS IN MISSION APPOINtMeNtS

“She accepted the Bulgarian God”
Ginka’s baptism
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Pat Jamison, one of our 
mission partners shares 
this story: “A fire started in 

a slum area not far from my office. 
It is a place I have visited many 
times as a friend of mine has a 
children’s club each week and has 
been working with the people for a 
long time.

“When I heard about the situation, 
I immediately asked how I could 
help. Before long we had many 
items to be distributed. They had 
to be sorted and organised of 
course, to ensure families got 
a share of everything. People 
tried to grab what they could as 
the fire spread through the slum 
area; however most people lost 
everything they had.

“Last June, the Irish President 
spoke about getting our feet wet. 
What do wet feet look like? At 
the time of the fire and weeks 
following I have seen many people 
getting their feet wet. Local police 
officers bringing snacks to feed 
the 900+ people left homeless, 

a local school opening their 
building – not once, but four times 
– to be used as a collection and 
distribution centre, people from 
other slums bringing clothes and 
volunteers giving of their time. 
These are all examples of getting 
our feet wet.”

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church 

Peter Ensor shares his 
experience of life as a 
mission partner at Kenya 

Methodist University (KeMU):

Kenya Methodist University is just 
outside Meru Town and borders a 
forest where elephants, baboons 
and monkeys roam and a plain 
which stretches to the Nyambene 
hills. It has over 10,000 students. 
While not all the students are 
Christians (let alone Methodists), 
the university is owned and run by 
the Methodist Church in Kenya and 
has a marked Christian ethos. 

There are about 150 theological 
students studying with KeMU at 
present. Having witnessed the 
ministry skills of some of them, 
I have been impressed by their 
gifts and devotion, and it has been 
a privilege to play a part in their 
academic training and ministerial 
formation. This term I have taught 
New Testament Introduction, Luke-
Acts, and the book of Revelation. 
I praise God for the Methodist 
Church in Kenya. Methodist work 
began in the Meru District exactly 
100 years ago.  At that time there 
was were no churches. Today 

Christianity is the major faith in 
Kenya as a whole. One Methodist 
church I preached in a few weeks 
ago had about 500 adults in 
its English service and 300 
children in its Sunday School! The 
general scene is one of vibrancy, 
growth and optimism, and is very 
encouraging.

For more information please 
contact Olubunmi Olayisade, 

partnership coordinator 
for Africa, at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

MISSION PARtNeR NeWS

Getting our feet wet

The fire as it spread through the slums.

Vibrancy, growth and optimism
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Please pray for mission partner Pat Jamison and all 
those who have lost their homes and belongings as 
a result of the fire.

Please pray for the theological students at Meru 
and the Methodist Church in Kenya, that it may 
continually be guided and empowered for effective 
mission, and that the nation of Kenya might be 
wisely and justly governed.

Please pray for Ginka and others like her who find 
comfort in their faith in Christ. 

Please pray for the Methodist Church in Nicaragua 
and the great work they do with their feeding 
programme, as well as the children who benefit from 
the programme.  

Please pray for Elizabeth Tekaingo and the Noro 
safe house, as well as for all women and children 
experiencing domestic violence.

Thank God for the United Mission to Nepal and their 
60 years of continuous service to the people of Nepal.

PRAyeR POINtS

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission partners 
that you regularly read about 
in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.

You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

NMA postholder Yesid Forero works with young people to promote peace in zones of poverty and 
conflict in Colombia.
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