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“We declare to you 
what we have seen and 
heard so that you also 

may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the 

Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ.”

1 John 1:3 (NRSV)
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This year’s Pre-Conference 
Consultation (PCC) took place 
in London from 23-26 June, just 

ahead of the Methodist Conference in 
Southport. 

The PCC was a great time of sharing, 
learning and strengthening links 
both between the Methodist Church 
in Britain and our Partner Churches, 
as well as between the various 
representatives who attended. It was 
not uncommon to see a bishop from 
Brazil who only spoke Portuguese, 
one from Colombia who only spoke 
Spanish, and representatives from Italy, 
Russia and Portugal all sitting around a 
table, somehow communicating!  

During the PCC, the 20 overseas 
representatives and our mission 

partners attended various workshops. 
These included workshops facilitated 
by Juan Cardona Marin from Colombia, 
the Revd David Bush from New Zealand 
and the Revd Clive Fowle, a recent 
recepient of the Krunoslav Sukic Award 
for the promotion of nonviolence, 
peace-building and human rights. 

The World Church Fringe event at the 
Conference in Southport was also a 
wonderful evening. Representatives 
from Africa led vibrant praise and 
worship. Mission partners Maura Cook 
(from El Salvador) and Lynn Jacob 
(from Sri Lanka) updated us on their 
work. We also learnt more about the 
work being done by the Methodist 
Liaison Office in Jerusalem, the 
Methodist Church in Nigeria and the 
UMC Northern Europe Conference. 

2015 METHODIST CONFERENCE

A time of sharing

Representatives from Africa lead worship at the World Church fringe event
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Here’s the latest news from 
Mattia and Elena Leoni, 
who live in Kigali, Rwanda, 

with their sons Michele and Sam. 

Elena has been preparing and 
delivering training for teachers 
and mothers of severely disabled 
children. Given the lack of 
knowledge on disability or special 
needs education in Rwanda, the 
teachers’ training is badly needed; 
this includes Mattia’s English 
lessons and a speech therapy 
course by a VSO worker.

“At times it looks pointless given 
the seeming lack of motivation 
or of any sense of call to serve 
those kids,” Elena says. “It’s 
encouraging to see the interest 

and gratitude of the parents, 
who are happy to find out more 
about these mysterious problems, 
learning they’re not curses or 
faults but something that can be 
understood and tackled.”

Elena also does some 
physiotherapy work - but only 
with school children, as there 
are some local physiotherapy 
services available. “We don’t 
believe in replacing the national 
health service, but rather 
empowering people to use it and 
complementing it with family and 
community based rehabilitation 
programmes,” she says.

Mattia continues his work with 
street children. Most of these 

children were only spending the 
day on the street, and so there 
have now been over 75 school re-
integrations, between primary and 
secondary school, or vocational 
training. The few who were really 
sleeping rough have also been 
reintegrated.  

“We’re doing a lot,” says Mattia. 
“‘Full-on’ seems a euphemism, but 
it’s all for Jesus, so there must be 
no grudging the costs. The many 
blessings we receive make up for 
it all.”
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For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

The ‘four lions’ in Rwanda
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Hans honoured   

It’s been another busy year 
for the Motherless Babies’ 
Home run by mission partner 

Mary van den Corput in Uzuakoli, 
Nigeria. 

Last year the number of babies 
admitted to the home was 30 
– the highest since Mary has 
been there. “Many babies come 
shortly after birth,” says Mary. 
“Because of the babies’ age, 
sicknesses - especially malaria 
and gastroenteritis - are a big 
challenge. Gastroenteritis is a 
killer. In the morning the child is  
all right, but in the evening, 
the child can be in a serious 
condition.” 

Mary and her husband Hans 
both work as mission partners 
for the Methodist Church in 
Nigeria and with the Nigeria 
Health Care Project. Last 
November, Hans started work 
at the Nkechi Rosalind Colwell 
Methodist Hospital Imenyi. In 
May, the Prelate of Methodist 
Church Nigeria commissioned the 
hospital. “He was very impressed 

by the state of affairs and he 
promised to give a yearly support,” 
says Hans. “He also showed great 
interest in the future development 
of the hospital. The ceremony 
lasted for an hour but it was a 
great moment.”

The Prelate also honoured Hans 
with the title of Knight of John 
Wesley, in recognition of all Hans’ 
medical work. This is the highest 
title of honour in the Church for a 
layperson. Mary was honoured as 
a lady of a Knight. 

“The ceremony made a deep 
impression on us,” the van 
den Corputs say. “We had a 
thanksgiving service in the church 
and a small party at home.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Accountancy is 
mission too   

John Sasabule is an example 
of how mission takes place 
in different forms. John is an 

NMA postholder working as senior 
accountant for the Helena Goldie 
Hospital in the Solomon Islands. 

“The hospital accounts 
department has been run in 
a more professional way than 
it has been for a long time,” 
says mission partner Graham 
Longbottom, who also works at 

Helena Goldie Hospital. “This 
is important if the hospital is to 
continue to attract government 
funding which it needs in order to 
continue to run.” 

At present, the hospital receives 
most of its income from the 
government and very little from the 
United Church, Solomon Islands. 
John has worked hard throughout 
the year, keeping a close eye on 
outgoings and making sure that 
income was received as promised. 

This year, the hospital received 
SI$2,000,000 from the 

government as a one-off grant 
to clear debts and purchase 
important medical equipment. 
John was very active in making 
this happen. Steve Pearce, 
Partnership Coordinator for Asia 
and Pacific, was present at the 
hospital for the presentation of 
the cheque from the deputy Prime 
Minister. 

For more information, please 
contact Steve Pearce at  

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.
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Yesid Forero is an NMA 
postholder who works 
with the Latin-American 

Centre for Popular communication 

(CEPALC). 

Based in Colombia, Yesid has 

been working with CEPALC to 

promote women’s rights in a 

culture dominated by gender-
based violence. This year, CEPALC 
has focused a large part of its 
work on promoting social inclusion 
amongst indigenous women and 
young people. 

One beneficiary of CEPALC’s work 
is Rising Sun Radio - a community 
station in the town of Mongua. 

“I had been knocking on many 
doors,” says Yolanda, the 
station’s founder, “but through 
CEPALC I have been privileged 
to benefit from training and 
support, including the provision of 
equipment, which allowed us  
to broadcast our first radio show.  

“CEPALC represents to me an 
open door to paths of learning, 
new ways of relating to one 
another, and communicating with 
people both within and outside 
our communities. It has been a 
learning experience producing 
material for the radio, learning 
about the different forms of 
communication, and the skills and 
knowledge needed to end gender 
prejudices. We have also gained 
a better understanding of our role 
as citizens. The training I have 
received has in particular allowed 
me to be able to discuss taboo 
subjects in relation to the role of 
men and women in a patriarchal 
society.” 

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Giving   
women  
a voice
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission partners 
that you regularly read about 
in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel. 

You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

Pray for mission partners Mattia and Elena Leoni and 
their two sons, as they continue both to work and to try 
to discern God’s will for them in Rwanda. 

Thank God for our Partner Churches and for the 
relationships that were strengthened and formed during 
the Conference and the World Church Pre-Conference 
Consultation. 

Thank God for CEPALC and for the work it is doing to 
promote the rights of women in a culture dominated by 
gender-based violence.

Pray for the Van Den Corputs in Nigeria; for Mary’s work 
with the Motherless Babies’ Home, and for Hans’ work at 
the Nkechi Rosalind Colwell Methodist Hospital Imenyi. 
Thank God for the title of honour that Hans has received. 

Pray for John Sasabule and for the work he is doing for 
the Helena Goldie Hospital in the Solomon Islands.

PRAYER POINTS

Carol Dunn is an 
NMA post holder 
working as 
Literature Officer 
for the MCCA, 
Jamaica District. 
One of her 
recent jobs has 
been to produce 
a devotional 
for children. 
So far, Carol’s 
devotional 
has been a 
big success 
amongst young 
readers - such 
as the children 
in this picture, 
who are  
from St Peter’s 
Methodist 
Church in 
Hellshire, St 
Catherine, 
Jamaica.


