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“Her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace. 

She is a tree of life to 
those who lay hold of 

her; those who hold 
her fast are called 

happy.”
Proverbs 3:17-18 

(NRSV)
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“My soul magnifies”

In the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel, 
Mary’s song of praise rings out: 
“My soul magnifies the Lord”.  In 

a context in which Mary would have 
been seen as a nobody, her song is a 
prophetic response to the outrageous 
injustices in our world.  Her soul is 
magnified and she is given space to 
sing her song as her heart responds.  
Mary moves in the Godward direction 
to which she is called.

It is well documented in past and 
current history that inequality exists 
within the Church and the marketplace.  
Women are sexually exploited, 
physically abused, raped, battered and 
murdered. Sexism is rampant on the 
world stage and women have been 
silent and invisible in the public square 
and the institutional church.  And once 
we know this; once our eyes have 

been opened to this worldview, then 
it becomes unthinkable to close our 
eyes.  The Caribbean American poet 
Audre Lorde tells the story of when 
she switched from glasses to contact 
lenses.  She says, “I see much better 
now and my eyes hurt”.  Metaphorically 
speaking, multitudes of women and 
men in the church have traded their 
glasses for contact lenses.  They see 
much better now where problems in the 
church’s teaching and praxis regarding 
women lie, and their eyes hurt.

Given such a context, Mary’s song 
could be seen as a song to inspire 
other women to move forward in their 
own Godward direction.

The Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa (MCSA) recognises the 
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‘Mission partner kids’ Michele and Sam Leoni with some of their new friends. 
Their parents, Mattia and Elena Leoni, write about life in Rwanda on Page 5.

(continued on p2)
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Literacy 
empowers 

This year, the Women’s Desk of 
the Church of Pakistan (Lahore 

Diocese) has been carrying out 
a literacy project which has been 
equipping and empowering women 
(and some men) in different ways. 

The very first person to sign up 
for the project’s adult literacy 
classes was 45-year-old Shahnaz. 
As a child, Shahnaz missed out 
on school because her mother (a 
domestic maid) simply could not 
afford her education. Shahnaz 
got married very young and now 
has four children. News of the 
opening of the literacy centre at 
Lahore Cathedral brought Shahnaz 
great joy; in May she was one of 
the 89 students who received 
their certificates at the Cathedral. 
Shahnaz says that learning has 

given her the confidence to set up 
a business. She now sells clothes 
at a Sunday market. 

Thousands of women and young 
girls connected with the church 
parishes of the Lahore Diocese 
concentrated in rural villages are 
illiterate. Having realised this, 
the Women Desk (with financial 
support from the Methodist 
Church in Britain) conducted 
workshops for 11 women and 
3 men with the objective of 

becoming literacy teachers 
or trainers in their respective 
villages. Participants came from 
the Dharianwala, Sahiwal, Okara, 
Clarkabad and Lahore church 
districts. The aspiring trainers 
were encouraged to explore 
their talents and use them for 
the benefit of themselves and 
communities at large.

challenges women face in 
Southern Africa. In response, 
MCSA recently launched a 
programme called Magnify (based 
on Mary’s song of praise), under 
the leadership of the Revd Jane 
Day.

The aim of Magnify is to create 
space to equip, empower and 
encourage a generation of women 
to serve God wherever they are in 
God’s mission.  During a twelve-
month period, six Saturdays have 
been set aside to explore themes 
such as character, competence, 
communion and courage.

The first session begins on 
21 November. Please pray for 
the 60 women attending. They 
represent 4 denominations and 
15 churches; their ages range 
from 17 to 70 and they are women 
of all colours!  Jane is delighted 
with the response and hopes that 
the women who attend will look 
back on Magnify as an experience 
that shaped their whole life and 
following of Christ.  She is praying 
for a generation of women to 
be equipped, encouraged and 
empowered to sing their song and 
stand more equal with men at the 
cross, where there is no hierarchy.

Sisters are doing it...

Sunday 22 November is 
Women against Violence 

Sunday – and so in this 
edition of World Church News, 
we look at how women are 
involved in the worldwide 
Methodist Church. This edition 
highlights how women are 
empowering those around 
them and transforming their 
communities for the better – 
be that in their local churches, 
in their communities, or, as 
demonstrated by our mission 
partners, further away from 
home.

(continued from p1)

For more information, please 
contact Steve Pearce at  

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Created in God’s image 

The World Mission Fund 
supports CEPALC (Latin-
American Centre for Popular 

communication) with an annual 
grant. This year, CEPALC used 
some of this funding to run 
training sessions for groups of 
indigenous and Afro-American 
women. 

The women came mainly from the 
Zenú indigenous group in Córdoba. 
“This work is very important, 
as these women are thrice 
discriminated against,” says Félix 
Posada Rojas, director of CEPALC. 
“They face discrimination due 
to the poverty in which they live, 
discrimination because they are 
women in a profoundly patriarchal 
society, and discrimination due to 
their indigenous roots. 

“We carried out a series of 
workshops with these women – 

especially with those under 20 – in 
which we emphasised their rights, 
explored the historical origin of the 
patriarchal culture and of gender-
based violence, and continued to 
sow seeds of the Gospel in their 
hearts. This training brought us 
face to face with a painful reality. 
The majority of these women 
have very low self- esteem. They 
are ignorant of the existence 
of women’s rights, with many 
believing that becoming a mother 
at such an early age is the only 
success they can hope for their 
lives. In our workshops, we shared 
the importance of Genesis 1:27, 
which states that both women and 
men are created in God’s image, 
and so share the same dignity.”

Ministry 
Opportunity 

The Methodist 
International Church Hong 

Kong is seeking to appoint a 
Superintendent Minister to 
the Methodist International 
Church and Circuit (MICHK) 
in 2016. To find out 
more about this ministry 
opportunity, please contact 
Katherine Ng at michk@
methodist.org.hk or visit 
methodist.org.uk/mission/
world-church/world-church-
news/ministry-opportunity-
in-methodist-international-
church-hong-kong. The 
closing date for applications 
is Monday 30 November.For more information, please 

contact Rachael Varney at  
wcr.americascaribb@

methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:michk%40methodist.org.hk?subject=
mailto:michk%40methodist.org.hk?subject=
http://methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news/ministry-opportunity-in-methodist-international-church-hong-kong
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Hotting up in 
the Pacific
by Julia Edwards

Continuing to exist, despite 
difficult circumstances, is a 
situation common to many 

people in the Pacific faced with the 
realities of climate change; but 
mere survival is not a particularly 
appealing long-term prospect.  
“We want to live, not just survive,” 
says one activist, alarmed at being 
offered a life of climate-related 
hardship and endurance rather 
than one of God-given fullness. 
Yet, consciences un-pricked, 
climate negotiators fail to hear the 

cries of people trying to convey 
urgency to the situation. The 
reality is in December, politicians 
in Paris have to produce. This 
is the last chance for concerted 
global action and agreement, and 
in a part of the world considered 
one of the global-warming 
hotspots, it is little wonder that 
climate change features highly on 
the Pacific agenda. 

In the Fijian capital, Suva, the 
third week of August marks the 
Hibiscus Festival, a jovial time of 
funfairs, torrential rain, squelching 
mud and un-dampened spirits.  
This year, however, there was 
a first: climate change was the 
appointed theme for a second 
consecutive year. “It is significant 

that the biggest festival in the 
country, and indeed the South 
Pacific, has felt the issue of 
climate change is truly important 
to be taken on as the theme for 
the second consecutive year,” 
said the government’s Director of 
Climate Change, Peter Emberson. 

Hot on the heels of Hibiscus, 
the third meeting of the Pacific 
Island Development Forum (PIDF) 
attracted some big names to Suva, 
including the UN Special Envoy for 
Climate Change, Mary Robinson. 
The three days of discussions 
by the public and private sectors 
and civil society, culminated in the 
issuing of the Suva Declaration on 
Climate Change.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS
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‘Mum Power’
by Elena Leoni

My job as a physiotherapist 
in Kigali has been varied 
and rewarding, despite its 

many difficulties.

In Amizero, a school for disabled 
children, I’ve been providing 
physiotherapy treatment for pupils, 
and have helped set up a PE 
programme. Since April, I’ve been 
training the mothers of the most 
severe children at weekly meetings 
where they learn about disability, 
proper carrying and positioning 
of children, management of 

epilepsy, techniques to develop 
communication and self-help skills 
for daily life.

Ultimately, the training aims at 
making these mothers ambassadors 
for their children in the community; 
to raise awareness and remove 
prejudices about disability, and to 
support other mothers by sharing 
what they’ve learnt. They feel happy 
and proud thinking that in the near 
future they’ll be the ones serving 
others.

I was deeply touched by the 
mothers’ stories, telling about the 
pains of exclusion or rejection from 
family and society and their struggle 

to provide for their children, and 
blessed to see how they stand 
firm in faith, knowing their children 
are special gifts sent from God 
to let them learn the meaning of 
unconditional love. 

Even though this society hasn’t 
learnt to accept disabled people 
yet, it is encouraging to see 
these mums’ and children’s 
determination: with God’s help we 
can change things, moving from 
small (but great!) steps such as 
having young adults volunteer 
to bring wheelchair-bound kids 
to school, something we started 
months ago!

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Reconciliation in Rwanda
by Mattia Leoni

Rwanda. The land of a 
thousand hills. The country 
of mountain gorillas. Sure 

– but who doesn’t think of the 
genocide first?

Yet that was 1994 and since 
then Rwanda has been peacefully 
rebuilding and reconciling. In 
2015 it’s hard to see a direct 
impact of those 100 hellish days 
on modern Rwanda. The orphans 
are now in their twenties at least; 
what was destroyed has been 
rebuilt or replaced and trials 
are mostly ended. Moreover, as 
cynical as it might seem, the 
genocide has had some positive 
consequences: from the guilt 
and compassion of the West a 
huge stream of aid has been 
flowing for 21 years to this very 
small country, allowing it to grow 
much more than others. Rwanda 

now boasts tarmac main roads, 
a great number of schools and 
health centres, political stability, 
high-ranking levels of security and 
an economy that keeps receiving 
praises for its GDP growth. 

All good, then? Unfortunately not. 

The typical problems of poor 
countries might be slightly 
less crippling here due to the 
aforementioned development. But 
they are all still present – and at 
times are made harder to tackle 
by peculiarities clearly arising from 
1994.

Firstly, the genocide was part 
of a war. And in every war, the 
first casualty is truth. The truth 
about those events has not 
been fully revealed yet, and this 
prevents Rwanda from achieving 

real reconciliation, despite many 
wonderful examples of forgiveness.

Secondly, inequality is quite 
common in developing countries. 
But here it is even more painful to 
see, because inequality works partly 
along those same ethnic lines which 
have now supposedly ‘disappeared’. 
One portion of the population has 
clearly benefitted much more from 
some forms of aid.

Last, but not least, the current 
leadership has turned freedom 
of expression into “something for 
western countries”. Discussing 
policies or showing any form of 
dissent is out of the question, 
which is soul-destroying for human 
rights lovers and defenders, and 
absolutely incompatible with a 
healthy and just society.
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

Pupils of the Kamatungu School for Deaf Children in Kenya ‘sing’ the song 
Heavenly Sunshine using Sign Language.

Pray with Jane Day for all the women who will attend the MCSA’s 
Magnify programme, that it will encourage and empower them.

Pray for politicians attending the COP21 climate talks, that they 
will make ethical and just decisions. Pray also for those who suffer 
most but contribute least to climate change. 

Please remember the Leoni family in prayer, and thank God for the 
work Mattia and Elena are doing in Rwanda. 

Thank God for the work the Women Desk from the Church of 
Pakistan is carrying out with illiterate members of the community. 

Please pray for CEPALC as they continue to empower indigenous 
women, equipping them to transform their communities for the 
better.

Pray for all women around the world, that those who are able 
to make their voices heard may be a voice for those who are 
voiceless.   

PRAYER POINTS

https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/

