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“...for I was hungry 
and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me 

something to drink, 
I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me...”

Matthew 25:35 (NRSV)
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How is the World Mission Fund 
helping support Methodist 
Churches in West Africa? To 

find out, Media Officer Karen Burke 
travelled to Ghana with World Church 
Relationships Team Leader David 
Friswell, and the Revd William Davies, 
Chaplain to the Methodist Ghanaian 
Fellowship in Britain. 

Karen, David and William visited 
Rafiki Village in Winneba Diocese, an 
orphanage run by the Methodist Church 
in Ghana. “The village is home to 35 
children,” says Karen. “The Director of 
Rafiki Village, the Very Revd Ekow Sey, 
hopes that the Church will one day be 
able to fund the village’s expansion 
so that it can provide a home and an 
education for up to 100 children.”

Next was the Methodist Women’s 
Training Centre in Kumasi. Originally 
built as a training institute for the 
wives of Ghanaian Methodist ministers 
in 1947, the college runs courses in 
IT, fashion, hairdressing and catering, 
and has 167 students. “Many of the 
computers, sewing machines and hair 
setters that we saw had been provided 
by funding from the Methodist Church 
in Britain,” says Karen. 

“Our visit to Ghana was immensely 
worthwhile. The welcome we received 
from all the Ghanaians we met 
‘strangely warmed the heart.’”

Karen’s full report is available on the 
World Church Relationships website 
at methodist.org.uk/mission/world-
church/africa/africa-visit-reports.

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Karen Burke (left) with one of the 
children living at Rafiki Village 

For more information, please contact Bunmi Olayisade at  
wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

Hearts 
“strangely 
warmed” 
in Ghana
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On Friday 13 March, the 
Pacific island of Vanuatu 
was left devastated when 

Tropical Cyclone Pam hit. 

From neighbouring Fiji, mission 
partner Val Ogden reports: “I’m 
writing on Sunday (15 March), and 
news is still very sketchy because 
communications are down in 
Vanuatu. The cyclone appears 
to have devastated a significant 
proportion of the capital, Port Vila, 
but a country is more than just 
its capital city. What it all means 
in terms of losses and deaths 
overall will become clear as the 
days unfold.

“Here at Pacific Theological 
College, we have the Revd 
Leinamau Seru from the 
Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu, 
along with Revd Collin and Mrs 
Roslyne Keleb and their family 
from the Anglican Church of 
Melanesia. Also from Vanuatu 
are Fr John Hinge with his 
wife Rossalie and family. The 
Hinge family are pastoral group 
members and I’m just back from 
visiting them and praying together. 

“I conveyed the concern and 
prayers of the Methodist Church 
in Britain, via our Partnership 
Coordinator for Asia and the 

Pacific, Steve Pearce. Fr John’s 
response was: ‘Thank you for 
the prayers; that is everything we 
need. This is a natural disaster. 
Every year in Vanuatu we get 
warnings because we are right 
on the cyclone path, but only 
sometimes it is very bad like this 
year. We always remember 1985 
and the cyclones Eric and Nigel 
which were devastating. This 
appears to be bad too, but we 
will wait for the news, trusting in 
God.’”
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For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Sandra Lopez, Partnership 
Coordinator for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 

recently visited Grenada. 

“Grenada is a stunning island 
with a well-developed tourist 
industry,” says Sandra. “Most 
Grenadians are Catholic, with a 
growing number of Pentecostal 
churches. Although the number of 
Methodists on the island is small, 
they are doing important work in 
reaching out to young Grenadians. 
The circuit runs four schools, one 
primary and three secondary. 
Andy Dye, our mission partner in 
Grenada since 2010, is a science 
teacher at Wesley College. 

“Schools have a shortage of 
teachers because the Grenadian 
government does not have the 
funds to employ a sufficient 
number of staff, so teachers often 
find themselves taking classes 
that do not directly fall under 
their remit. Andy, for example, 
also teaches RE! Despite these 
difficulties, I was impressed by the 
way in which the school is helping 
its students tackle some of the 
issues they face.

“The circuit also sees women’s 
outreach as essential. A 
lot of women on the island 
find themselves as the sole 
breadwinners of their families 

and the main carers of their 
children. Our Nationals in Mission 
Appointments (NMA) programme 
is currently enabling Jackie 
Emmasseau support local women 
by teaching them sewing skills 
that will help their families and 
boost their confidence. This takes 
place almost every night of the 
week and is an important part of 
the Church’s women’s outreach 
programmes.”

If, like Andy, you feel called 
to serve as a mission 
partner, contact wcr.admin@
methodistchurch.org.uk for more 
information.

 

Vanuatu: an update 

Reaching out in Grenada
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This poem was written by 
Sharon Harbottle. Sharon 
and her husband John are 

mission partners serving with 
the Eglise Méthodiste d’Haïti, 
where Sharon works in Christian 
Education and John is helping 
to start a community health 
programme. Sharon was inspired 
to write the poem while at 
Cyvadier Cove in Haiti. 

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Waves on the shore

Wave on wave rushes over the shingled shore
Washing the slime and sluicing the stones
Seeping through shale and permeating every nook
Jangling pebbles in potholes
Abrasion, erosion, attrition, destruction.

Wash my shoreline of flotsam and jetsam
Wreckage of life and debris of sin 
Percolate the crannies and flush out the dirt
Stubborn grime, forgotten filth
Confession, absolution, reconciliation, redemption.

Watch over and assure my shattered soul 
See me, your beachcomber’s treasure
Shifting and sliding, waving and drowning
Reaching to you, desperate for Life
Salvation, solution, restoration, resurrection.

For more information, contact Sandra Lopez at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Methodists in the city of 
Chimoio in Mozambique 
are keen to set up a 

project to help the many orphans 
that live around their local 
church. And so, with funds from 
the British Methodist Church, 
the Igreja Metodista Wesleyana 
is constructing a house in 
Cruzamento de Tete (crossroads 
to Tete), 20km away from 
Chimoio. 

“The number of children without 
living parents in such a small 
community is overwhelming,” 
says the Revd Malcolm Oliver, 
one of our mission partners in 
Mozambique. “With this in mind, 
we recently met with some of the 
older people and grandmas. They 

look after the children who have 
often lost both parents to HIV. 
They have very little if any worldly 
wealth, but have the responsibility 
of bringing up orphans: finding 
food, clothes and meeting their 
daily needs. They amaze me and I 
admire them!”

The Igreja Metodista Wesleyana is 
looking to provide a place where 
children can play and be fed, 
and where volunteers from the 
congregation can get involved in 
educating families.

“Part of the aim in any project 
set up would be to educate 
people about the blessing of 
volunteering,” says Malcolm. “This 
is well understood by a small 

group of wonderful leaders of the 
local Methodist Society who if the 
project gets underway, will lead 
it. We know from experience that 
the norm is for ‘volunteers’ to 
receive ‘incentivo’- incentives to 
compensate for the commitment 
they give. One person once 
said, ‘there is no volunteering in 
Mozambique!’”

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-
DATE STORIES FROM OUR 
PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR 
NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.
uk/mission/world-church/
world-church-news

Last October, we introduced 
you to new mission partners 
Mattia and Elena Leoni, 

who were preparing to move to 
Rwanda with their two sons. 

These ‘four lions’ have since 
moved to Kigali. Elena has joined 
the staff of the Amizero centre, a 
special needs school situated in 
a church compound. There are 43 
children in the school, 10 of which 
are home based. “The children 
are lovely and very welcoming,” 
says Elena. “Their smile is a 
daily reward and boost. Pastor 

Eraste, who has been running the 
school for a number of years, is 
a great example of how to love 
these children, and a great guide 
in understanding how the school 
works, and in learning the ‘African 
way’. The school in Kigali is the 
main centre, but the Church 
manages four more special needs 
schools around the country, and 
Elena will soon visit them to see 
how she can help there too.”

Mattia, meanwhile, has dedicated 
himself to SKIDS – the street 
kids’ project he has co-created 

with Pastor Eraste. Over 30 
children between the ages of 10-
20 come to the Amizero School 
for an eagerly awaited snack, and 
some sort of English lesson, with 
the aim of reshaping their lives 
and later reintegrating them back 
into school and family. 

“Sometimes it is hard not to feel 
that there is not much interest or 
compassion for the poorest and 
most in need,” says Mattia, “but 
the street kids are so grateful 
to be helped and considered 
and eager to go back to school, 
and the disabled children are so 
clearly asking for real love. All this 
drives us forward with passion.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

‘Four lions’ in Rwanda

For more information, please contact Bunmi Olayisade at wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

Learning to volunteer
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES/RESOURCES

Planning a 
sabbatical? 

Many of our partners ask 
if ministers from the 

Methodist Church in Britain would 
consider offering a few weeks of 
their time to do some teaching in 
their theological colleges. If you 
think this might be an interesting 
possibility for you please contact 
WCR. 

Amity Young Adult 
programme 

This programme is designed 
for young people (aged 18-30) 

who are interested in exploring 
Chinese language and culture 
through a six-month or one-
year exchange placement. The 
programme includes a weekly 
schedule of 10 to 18 hours 
teaching oral English to high 
school students. At the same 
time, participants can attend 
Chinese lessons. Applicants need 
to find funding of around £1,500 
in addition to their air fares. The 
fees cover a training programme, 
supervision and evaluation costs. 

More here: www.amityfoundation.
org/eng/amity-young-adult-
program-yap.

Methodist Liaison 
Office, Jerusalem 

Do you have an understanding 
of the complex issues 

surrounding Israel/Palestine? If 
so we want to hear from you!

We are currently looking for a long 
term mission partner and short 
term volunteers to fulfil a variety 
of roles within the Methodist 
Liaison Office in Jerusalem.

The Methodist Liaison Office 
is a joint venture of the World 
Methodist Council, the Methodist 
Church of Britain and the General 
Board of Global Ministries of 
the United Methodist Church. It 
exists to increase international 
awareness and involvement of 
the Methodist community in the 
issues of Palestine and Israel. 
To find out more, please contact 
Steve Pearce on pearces@
methodistchurch.org.uk. 

Called to serve abroad? 

A mission partner is someone called by God to serve in another part 
of the World Church. He or she must be a Christian, willing to go 

wherever God directs – usually for a period of up to six years. This may 
mean working with limited or no resources, and possibly having to learn 
another language.

Being a mission partner demands a huge commitment, but it is a 
privilege. Mission partners receive a lot from the people with whom they 
live and work. They also experience firsthand the joy of belonging to a 
Church which extends throughout the world. 

If you feel God may be leading you in this direction, email us at  
WCR.Admin@methodistchurch.org.uk.

Volunteer ‘meet 
and greeters’ 
wanted 

If you enjoy meeting people 
from different countries, live in 

London and are willing to spare a 
morning or afternoon on Monday 
22 June or Tuesday 23 June, then 
we would love to hear from you! 
The World Church Relationships 
team will be welcoming 
representatives from all over the 
world for the 2015 Conference 
and pre- conference consultation. 
We need volunteers to meet 
delegates at either Heathrow 
or Gatwick. All travel expenses 
will be covered. For further 
information, please email Syntiche 
Dedji at dedjis@methodistchurch.
org.uk.

http://www.amityfoundation.org/eng/amity-young-adult-program-yap
http://www.amityfoundation.org/eng/amity-young-adult-program-yap
http://www.amityfoundation.org/eng/amity-young-adult-program-yap
mailto:pearces%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:pearces%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:WCR.Admin%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:dedjis%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:dedjis%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=


World Church Relationships | News Bulletin April 2015  |  page 6

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission partners 
that you regularly read about 
in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

On Friday 6 March, the Pacific Theological College celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary. “It was a day bursting at the seams with pomp, ceremony and 
celebration,” says Mission Partner Val Ogden. “Activities kicked off at 8.00am and 
ended at midnight, though many hadn’t slept the night before because of the 
pressure of the final preparations.” Here, members of the community repaint the 
chapel in preparation for the festivities.

PRAYER POINTS  Thank God for our mission 
partners all around the 
world; for their boldness in 
answering God’s call to serve 
overseas, and for the work 
they do. 
 

 Thank God for all our 
Partner Churches, and for the 
blessing of being part of a 
worldwide Methodist family.  
 

 Pray that God may bless the 
Igreja Metodista Wesleyana’s 
project to help the orphans 
that live locally. Pray also for 
the grandmas who work so 
hard to look after them. 
 

 Thank God that the Leoni 
family are settling into life in 
Rwanda. Please continue to 

ask God to guide them and 
give them wisdom in all they 
do. 
 

 Thank God for all the 
Methodist Church in Ghana is 
doing to help those in need, 
especially with orphans in 
Rafiki Village and with the 
Methodist Women’s Training 
Centre.  
 

 Pray for Vanuatu and for 
the Pacific region as whole, as 
climate concerns and natural 
disasters again become 
headline news. 
 

 Thank God for new 
beginnings, giving thanks for 
all those engaging in God’s 
mission locally and globally.

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate

