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“The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because 
he has anointed me 
to bring good news 
to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives 

and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of 

the Lord’s favour.”
Luke 4:18-19 (NRSV)
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PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

A touch of hope

The Revd Clive Fowle was recently 
awarded the Krunoslav Sukic 
Award for the promotion of 

nonviolence, peace-building and human 
rights by the Centre for Peace, Non-
violence and Human Rights in Osijek, 
Croatia. 

Clive is a conflict resolution 
practitioner and the coordinator for the 
Touch of Hope project, which aims to 
empower local Christians in Serbia, 
Croatia, Bosnia and Kosovo to be 
channels of healing and reconciliation 
in their local communities.  

The experience of war in the Balkans 
between 1991 and 2001 has left 
a legacy of trauma, hurt, divided 
communities and social problems. 
People ask how they can move on 
from the past and live together again 
in peace despite their differences. 
The Touch of Hope project addresses 
these issues through workshops and 
gives churches and communities 
a methodology of learning to live 
in “a reconciling way”. It teaches 
reconciliation skills to pastors, 

church leaders and members. The 
project affords an excellent example 
of how men and women who have 
been traumatized in war have now 
begun to work with each other to 
rebuild community, giving hope to 
communities struggling with inter-
ethnic conflict. 

The Revd Clive Fowle (centre) with his award 

For more information, please contact Roy Crowder at  
wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

http://
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Young people assemble 

“A boatload of young people 
berths at dusk at Kokeqolo 
wharf after travelling by 

sea for almost five hours from 
Choiseul; a common sight during 
the start of the Convention due 
to the remoteness of some of our 
outlying islands,” writes Eddison 
Kotomae of the United Church, 
Solomon Islands (UCSI).

The convention in question is the 
United Church Solomon Island’s 

National Youth Convention, which 
brought together youths from all 
the four regions of the United 
Church in Solomon Islands. 
More than 700 young people 
congregated at the mission 
headquarters at Kokeqolo, where 
they went through daily Bbible 
studies, discussed topics of 
current issues affecting young 
people, and participated in sports 
and social activities with their 
colleagues from the other regions. 

Guest speakers and instructors 
preached and led Bible studies 
and leading and evangelism 
programmes for the young people. 
The programme ended with a 
hugely successful crusade night 
where over 200 young people 
committed their lives to Christ. 

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

March for free speech

The Rt Revd Humphrey 
S Peters, of the Church 
of Pakistan, recently led 

various Christian political leaders, 
elders, and religious leaders in 
condemning the publication of 
blasphemous cartoons by the 
French media. This procession and 
protest rally was widely covered by 
the print and electronic media, and 
thus protected by a large number 
of police. On 1 February, after the 
Sunday prayers, members of the 
congregation and leaders from 
all the Christian denominations 

formed a mile long procession 
which marched through famous 
streets of Peshawar. 

Afterwards, in a press conference, 
Revd Peters said that the whole 
Christian community of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and FATA strongly 
condemned publication of the 
blasphemous cartoons against 
Islam. The “Free Media, or 
freedom of speech and expression 
does not mean that one should 
take the liberty to hurt feelings of 
the followers of other religions.” 

He said. “We are here to let 
the French government know 
that publication of any kind of 
blasphemous material in the garb 
of Free Media will not be tolerated. 
He added, “Irresponsible freedom 
of expression causes hatred and 
creates misunderstanding between 
civilizations”. He further said that 
Pakistani Christians respect all 
other religions of the world, and 
believe in religious harmony and 
coexistence of various religions. 
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“Thank you”

In January, Graeme Halls, chair 
of the Nationals in Mission 
Appointments stream of the 

Connexional Grants Committee, 
represented the Methodist Church 
at the United Church in Zambia’s 
fiftieth anniversary celebrations. 

“It was a privilege and joy to do 
so,” Graeme says. “Each year I 
work very closely with our World 
Church partnership coordinators 
as opportunities to fund local 
people across our worldwide 
Methodist family, working in their 
own locality, emerge and become a 
reality.” 

During his visit, Graeme met Jane 
Mwenda (pictured), the NMA who 
runs Play4all – a children’s project 
started by mission partner Jenny 
Featherstone. 

“Play4all is in one of the many 
compounds housing the most needy 

people,” says Graeme. “The project 
works with the children, giving them 
the opportunity to socialise and play 
in a safe and loving environment, 
even if the facilities are very poor. 
Their small meeting and store 
room is often broken into, but with 
up to 300 children turning up the 
challenge for Jane and her volunteer 
helpers, and the need, is obvious. 
They would like to feed the children, 
who will at best eat only once a day, 
but this is beyond their resources at 
this time.

“Without your generous giving this 
project could not exist at all, so 
thank you - from them and me.”

My testimony

My birth was celebrated 
with great rejoicing; 
the first boy after three 

girls – a big deal in a patriarchal 
society! But this wonderful life 
ended abruptly when I was five. 
The ‘Sendero Luminoso’ (Shining 
Path) guerrilla group threatened 
my parents with kidnapping unless 
all their children joined their army. 
My family fled, leaving behind our 
house and all our possessions. 

My father turned to alcohol, and 
violence moved into our home. 
Night after night, the ten of us 
children would watch helplessly 
as our father beat our mother. 
Crouched in a corner, we would cry, 
“Daddy, please stop!” to no avail.

After high school, I enrolled in the 
Special Command Forces of the 

army. I was filled with anger and 
resentment, determined to get 
revenge on the guerrillas who had 
destroyed my family’s life. 

Then my life changed dramatically. 
God’s mercy embraced me, 
healed me, and made me a new 
person for his glory. I learned the 
importance of forgiveness, and 
was reconciled with my father. 
My mother, who was a believer, 
rejoiced to see the changes in me.

I wanted to serve God and was 
eager to study. With no money 
but trusting in God, I enrolled in a 
seminary and became a Methodist 
minister, but I needed further 
study to respond adequately to the 
tremendous challenges of ministry. 
My dreams became a reality when 
I was accepted to study at UBL. 

One of my greatest blessings is 
my beloved wife Geovana. As a 

psychologist, she has offered 
many insights into my pastoral 
work. Together we praise God for 
our daughter, Paula Karissa.

By Herold Ambrocio, a Methodist 
minister from Perú and a 
student at Universidad Bíblica 
Latinoamericana – the Latin 
American Bible University.

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

For more information, contact Sandra 
Lopez at wcr.americascaribb@

methodistchurch.org.uk
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Celebrating a half century   

Glen and Wendy Lund 
are mission partners in 
Zambia, where Glen is a 

Lecturer at the United Church of 
Zambia (UCZ) Theological College. 

Last August, staff and students 
at the college took part in the 
Church’s annual evangelism 
campaign. It was held in the 
central part of Zambia in the 
communities surrounding the 
early European mission station of 
Chitambo. 

“For nine days the college 
students put their skill to work 
training and encouraging the 
local congregations as well as 
practically proclaiming good 

news to the local communities,” 
Glen and Wendy write in their 
newsletter. “Each day evangelistic 
teams would be dropped in 
different locations and walk long 
distances chatting to families, 
preaching, praying or counselling. 
In the evenings large open air 
evangelistic meetings were held in 
Chitambo. 

“One of our students encountered 
a large number of orphans living 
in extreme poverty. On the first 
visit he could not bring himself to 
tell them about the goodness of 

God when he had brought them 
no practical assistance. When 
he returned to the centre, he 
immediately organised a bale of 
clothing to take with him next day 
so that he could give them to the 
naked children. He was jubilant 
saying, “I really was a good news 
messenger today”. The holistic 
unity between bodily and spiritual 
redemption is easily forgotten 
in affluent communities, where 
ministers address most of their 
efforts towards people’s minds 
and souls.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

For more information, please contact Bunmi Olayisade at  
wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES/RESOURCES

Planning a 
sabbatical? 

Many of our partners ask 
if ministers from the 
Methodist Church in 

Britain would consider offering 
a few weeks of their time to do 
some teaching in their theological 
colleges. If you think this might be 
an interesting possibility for you 
please contact WCR. 

Amity Young Adult 
programme 

This programme is 
designed for young 
people (aged 18-30) 

who are interested in a longer 
period exploring Chinese 
language and culture through 
a six-month or one-year 
exchange placement. The 
Programme includes a weekly 
schedule of 10 to 18 hours 
teaching oral English to high-
school students. At the same 

time participants can attend 
Chinese lessons. Applicants 
need to find funding of around 
£1,500 in addition to their air 
fares. The fees cover a training 
programme, supervision and 
evaluation costs. 

More here: www.
amityfoundation.org/eng/
amity-young-adult-program-yap

Methodist Liaison Office, 
Jerusalem 

The Methodist Liaison 
Office in Jerusalem was 
officially launched in 

October 2012 as a partnership 
of the World Methodist 
Council, the Methodist Church 
of Britain and the General 
Board of Global Ministries of 
The United Methodist Church. 
Its purpose is to increase 

international awareness and 
involvement of the Methodist 
community in the issues of 
Palestine and Israel. The Office 
is charged with coordinating 
advocacy and education 
initiatives and to provide travel 
and volunteer opportunities 
for and/or by the worldwide 
Methodist community.

Table Talk for Easter app 

Table Talk for Easter is 
a conversational Lent 
resource that creates 

space for friends to explore, 
articulate and engage with 
the great themes of the 
Easter story. Topics include 
hope, justice, forgiveness and 

suffering. The Table Talk for 
Easter app is now available in 
the App Store and on Google 
Play, and there is also a Table 
Talk for Easter board game 
available. For more details, see 
the Table Talk website: www.
table-talk.org.

Volunteer ‘meet 
and greeters’ 
wanted 

If you enjoy meeting people 
from different countries, live 
in London and are willing to 

spare a morning or afternoon 
on Monday 22 June or Tuesday 
23 June, then we would love to 
hear from you! The World Church 
Relationships team will be 
welcoming representatives from all 
over the world for the Conference 
of the Methodist Church in Britain 
and pre- conference consultation. 
We need volunteers to meet them 
at either Heathrow or Gatwick 
when they arrive. All travel 
expenses would be covered. If this 
is something you think you could 
do, or to enquire further, please 
email Syntiche Dedji at dedjis@
methodistchurch.org.uk.

http://www.amityfoundation.org/eng/amity-young-adult-program-yap
http://www.amityfoundation.org/eng/amity-young-adult-program-yap
http://www.amityfoundation.org/eng/amity-young-adult-program-yap
http://www.table-talk.org
http://www.table-talk.org
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IF SO, YOU MIGHT BE JUST WHO WE ARE LOOKING FOR!  
Scenically beautiful, culturally diverse, geographically challenging – in spite of strong progress in recent years, Nepal remains one of 
the poorest countries in Asia. The United Mission to Nepal (UMN) is a Christian development agency which, over the last 60 years, 
has made significant contributions in education, health, industry, rural and community development and peace-building. Currently, 
UMN works with grassroots organisations in 10 of Nepal’s districts, building their capacity to address the root causes of poverty and 
bring about sustainable change in their own communities, leading people towards the fullness of life that Jesus spoke about. UMN 
also continues to operate two hospitals that provide high quality holistic care, particularly to those who cannot afford it elsewhere.  

We are looking for a new Executive Director to lead UMN into the next stage of its development within the exciting context of Nepal.

BASED IN KATHMANDU, UMN’S NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WILL:

  DO YOU BELIEVE that practical demonstrations of Christian love and care can transform communities and individuals?
  ARE YOU LOOKING for a unique opportunity to address injustice and poverty?
  DO YOU HAVE extensive leadership, mentoring and capacity building experience in cross cultural  

contexts in the Global South?
  DO YOU POSSESS the leadership and management skills and experience to lead the strategic development of an 

international organisation in an exciting and challenging context?
  COULD GOD BE CALLING YOU to be part of His mission in Nepal?

  PROVIDE OVERALL LEADERSHIP of the organisation under the UMN Board of Trustees, including  
spiritual leadership

  MANAGE the organisation to ensure it achieves its strategic objectives, and continues to adapt to the  
changing needs of Nepal

  EMBODY, COMMUNICATE AND PROMOTE the vision, mission and values of the organisation
  DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN RELATIONSHIPS with key stakeholders both locally and internationally,  

including Government and donors.

Interested to find out more? Please contact Ann McConkey on umnedrecruit@gmail.com for further details of the job and the 
application process.

UMN is a Christian organisation, and the role therefore carries a Genuine Occupational Requirement for the post-holder to be a 
practising Christian with a strong and active personal faith.

Deadline for applications is 31 MARCH 2015.

UNITED MISSION TO NEPAL 
EXECUTIVE  

DIRECTOR

umn.org.np

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES/RESOURCES

mailto:umnedrecruit%40gmail.com?subject=
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

Children from Frères Methodist 
School in Port-au Prince, Haiti.

Pray for the United Church 
in the Solomon Islands, 
remembering especially 
the young people who 
made a commitment to 
Christ during their Youth 
Convention. 

Thank God for the United 
Church in Zambia’s fiftieth 
anniversary. Thank God 
also for the Play4all NMA 
project, and for Jane 
Mwenda who runs it. 

Please pray for the 
Church of Pakistan, and 
for all it is doing in its 
society.

Thank God for testimonies 
like Herold Ambrosia’s. Pray 
that others in his situation 
may similarly come to know 
God’s love and grace in 
their lives.   

Please pray for our mission 
partners Glen and Wendy 
Lund, thanking God for the 
great work taking place at 
UCZ Theological College.

Praise God for the award 
that Clive Fowle has 
recently received for his 
work with the Touch of 
Hope project.

PRAYER POINTS


