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“As a father has 
compassion for his 

children, so the Lord 
has compassion for 

those who fear him.”
Psalm 103:13 (NRSV)
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The Methodist Church of the 
Caribbean and the Americas 
(MCCA) has inducted the Revd 

Otto Wade as its first Connexional 
Bishop.

In a moving ceremony at the Bedford 
Methodist Church, Revd Wade was 
inducted by Bishop Kenneth Carter of 
the South Eastern Jurisdiction of the 
United Methodist Church, USA. The 
induction brings to an end 255 years 
of history during which the head of 
the Church was referred to either as 
Chairman or President. 

The induction followed a decision 
made at the thirty-eighth triennial 
Connexional Conference meeting in 
Georgetown, Guyana, on 29 May.  From 
now on, the heads of the Connexion 
and each of the MCCA’s eight districts 
(Bahamas/Turks and Caicos Islands, 
Belize/Honduras, Guyana, Haiti, 
Leeward Islands, Panama/Costa Rica 
and South Caribbean) will be referred 
to as ‘Bishop’. The presidents of 
each of the districts shall also now 
be inducted as the Bishops of the 
Districts, with services taking place for 
each District Bishop during the course 
of the next few months. 

Andy Dye, a mission partner based in 
Grenada, attended the conference. “It 
was truly a privilege to be part of the 
meeting and to be able to reflect on my 
five and a half years in the Caribbean,” 
Andy said. “It was a challenge being 
both a ‘part of’ the MCCA and a 
British representative. I was greatly 
encouraged by the thoughtful and 
caring people, both lay and ministerial, 
who undertook this work with a great 
seriousness of mind, seeking to chart 
a way forward.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

For more information, please contact Rachael Varney at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

MCCA appoints first Bishop

Bishop Wade’s induction on 31 May 
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CIEMAL pays 
MCB a visit  

In May, the World Church 
Relationships Team received 
visitors from one of our partner 

organisations: the Council of 
Latin American and Caribbean 
Evangelical Churches (CIEMAL). 

CIEMAL is made up of all our 
Methodist Partner Churches in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, 
and was created in 1969. MCB’s 
World Mission Fund supports 
CIEMAL’s core work through an 
annual grant.

President Lizzette Gabriel, General 
Secretary Luciano Pereira and 
Youth President Emerson Castillo 
gave a brief overview of the work 
going on in the region, as well as 
some of the challenges they face. 
One exciting new development 
is CIEMAL’s vision to train 

missionaries in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. This is exciting 
because the region is looking from 
within to provide the personnel 
and finances to do this, rather 
than expecting outside partners to 
fund it. 

This vision is also indicative of 
how the theology of mission has 

changed in the region in post-
dictatorship years. Whereas 
before the emphasis used to be 
on liberation theology, churches 
now say that liberation theology 
no longer works. The emphasis 
has shifted from Church as 
an institution to evangelism, 
discipleship, growth and equipping 
individuals.
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Methodism thrives

A recent event of a very public 
kind was the attack by Al-
Shabab Islamist terrorists 

on Garissa University early in 
April, writes mission partner Peter 
Ensor, from Kenya’s Meru District. 
Over 140 students were shot 
dead, many simply because they 
professed to be Christians. Garissa 
is only about 150 miles away from 
the Kenya Methodist University 
(KEMU); some fear that Meru 
District may be the next target.

Despite this, over 600 people 
attended an all-night prayer 
meeting in the KEMU Chapel 
in April. Chairs had to put in 
the aisles to accommodate 
latecomers, and some had to 
sit outside the building. The 
popularity of these meetings is an 
encouraging sign of the Methodist 
Church in Kenya’s ongoing 
spiritual renewal.

A report from the Tanzanian Synod 

of the Methodist Church spoke of 
an evangelistic campaign which 
led to 210 people receiving  
Christ, resulting in a new 
congregation being formed. At 
our own Kaaga Synod in Meru, 
seven new congregations were 
formed over the past year. It is 
enormously heartening to hear  
and see evidence of God’s 
continuing work in different parts 
of East Africa today. Long may it  
continue!

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Hermira Nelson-Okrafor (MCB’s fundraising manager) and Sandra Lopez (partnership coordinator 
for Latin America & the Caribbean) with three members of the visiting CIEMAL team
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It is becoming apparent to us 
that people who have never 
experienced an earthquake 

think of it (quite naturally) as 
a single terrifying event which 
happens, then is over, and fairly 
quickly recedes into the past. We 
are learning here the hard truth 
that the initial earthquake is only 
a beginning. The people of Nepal 
are now discovering first-hand the 
grim implications of what it means 
to be living in a ‘post-earthquake’ 
country.

There have been 258 aftershocks 
over magnitude 4 in the first 4 
weeks alone following the terrifying 
7.8 earthquake on 25 April. Can 
you imagine what it is like to live 
through 258 aftershocks? In each 
case people who feel it wonder if 
the ground beginning to shake will 
build up to be the next ‘big one’ 
everyone dreads.

But what is the ongoing effect of 

the earthquakes on those of us 
who have not lost our lives, or 
our limbs, or our livelihoods? We 
have collected a number of ‘pen 
portraits’ of what people have said 
to us in the last few weeks. We 
have changed names and altered 
details where necessary to protect 
their privacy, but in every case the 
words or actions we report are 
completely factual. 

Raju was at home with his wife 
when the first earthquake struck. 
She was knocked unconscious 
by falling masonry and he had 
to carry her out in his arms as 
bricks and stones crashed down 
all around. His wife is now so 
traumatised that she cannot be 
persuaded to return to Kathmandu 
where he works.

Elena is a young mother of two. 
Her house is not visibly damaged 
but she remains so terrified of 
being trapped inside at night with 

sleeping children that she dare not 
stay indoors. At night the whole 
family sleep in a car. By day she 
fights off tiredness while trying to 
work.

Robin is blind. He was in church 
when the first earthquake struck, 
just a week after being baptised 
as a new Christian. For him the 
earthquake could have been 
indescribably terrifying, but he told 
us with a wide smile that he felt 
completely safe because of the 
care of those around him. They 
were able to act as his eyes in all 
the chaos of shifting ground. For 
Robin, the earthquake confirmed 
his faith in the power God’s love 
shown tangibly through God’s 
people. 

Durbar Square 
which was severly 
damaged after the 
major earthquake

Photograph © Thinkstock

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

For more information, please 
contact Steve Pearce at  

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Life in Nepal ‘post-earthquake’

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

Life as a ‘mission partner kid’

Assisi and Scout Cook 
Collins are the daughters 
of mission partners Maura 

Cook and Paul Collins. They live 
in Ahuachapán, El Salvador, with 
their parents and younger brother, 
Saffi. Scout is eight and Assisi is  
six.

What do you like about being 
mission partner children and living 
in a new country? 

Assisi: I liked going to the beach 
on Easter Day. The sea is warmer 
than our beach in England so you 
could stay in for longer. At school I 
learn lots of words from the other 
children that are in Spanish. When 
I see them in the morning, they 
say “hola” to me. 

Scout: I like being able to eat lots 
of ice cream here because it’s so 
hot. I like my big house because 
there is lots of space on the 
floor inside to play with the train 
track. Because it’s hot we can 
play with the hose in the yard and 
go to swimming pools which are 
outside. 

And what do you not like? 

Assisi: I don’t like the really loud 
dog that lives on our street. 
Sometimes I don’t go out to play 
because I don’t like the dog. I 
don’t like going to school some 
days because I get lots of really 
hard homework and I don’t 

understand it in Spanish. 

Scout: I didn’t like having to move 
house because I miss my old 
house. We have had to do lots of 
travelling. 

What is the most important thing 
you have learnt? 

Assisi: I’ve learnt to do lots of 
tricky things here, like silly kinds  
of homework and lots of new 
things at school. 

 

Scout: I’ve learnt some new songs 
in Spanish, like “happy birthday” 
which is “cumpleaños feliz”, and 
how to ride in a tuc-tuc safely. 
That’s a motorbike with three 
wheels which you can get home 
from somewhere if you are too 
tired. 

What do you miss most from back 
home? 

Assisi: I used to like going to my 
friends’ houses, like Martha’s 
house, and I miss fish and chips, 
the straight fish from the fish and 
chip shop. 

Scout: I miss my friends and my 
trampoline and all the toys in the 
garden like the ladder that went 
up to the sky. 

What are the differences between 
church in El Salvador and your 
church back home? 

Assisi: Our church in England was 
really fun because I liked playing 
with the felt tip pens. I used to go 
to church in the morning, but here 
we go in the afternoon when it’s 
really hot. 

Scout: Church is a long way away 
from our house, but in Caistor it 
was just up the hill and round the 
corner. There was carpet on the 
floor in Caistor church, but here 
it is very dusty so we don’t have 
carpets.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS
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Giving shelter                                     

Freddy Nzambé, from the 
United Methodist Church, 
Central and Southern Europe 

(North Africa), now works as 
pastor of the Reformed Church of 
Tunisia, and as a social worker for 
students.

Freddy and his wife Sylvie 
emigrated to Tunisia from the 
DRC, and their ministry has been 
mostly amongst other immigrants. 

“Tunisia is an immigration country 
for many people from sub-Saharan 
countries,” explains Freddy. “Life 
in northern Africa is extremely 
hard for those people coming  

from abroad; they are often  
victims of exploitation and 
xenophobia.” 

Freddy and Sylvie run a women’s 
home and a student centre in 
Tunis. The residents in both 
places are mainly students from 
sub-Saharan countries, including 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Ivory Coast. Students 
are welcomed regardless of 
background or religion. 

Young 
disciples

Carol Dunn works as a 
literature officer for the 
Methodist Church of the 

Caribbean & the Americas (MCCA), 
Jamaica District. 

Under Carol’s supervision, MCCA 
Jamaica District has produced 
a children’s devotional which 
ministers, school superintendents 
and teachers receive monthly. The 
devotional is based on the current 
Church School Curriculum, with the 
aim of enhancing the students’ 
understanding of the lessons 
taught on Sundays and helping 
them apply it to their own lives. 

One school where where the 
devotional has been quite 

siccessful is  St Peter’s Methodist 
Church School, in Hellshire, St 
Catherine (Portmore Circuit). 
St Peter’s is the most recently 
established chapel in the Jamaica 
Methodist District, commissioned 
into service in January last year. 
The Sunday School at St Peter’s 
has 3 teachers and approximately 

25 students, with an average 
weekly attendance of 15. The vast 
majority of students are children 
whose parents do not go to 
church. 

The St Peter’s School pupils are 
mostly from lower-income families. 
Some are troubled children, for 
whom the Sunday School serves 
as place where they find emotional 
support in a caring environment. 
Members of the church community 
also provide them with food. 
Despite their circumstances, the 
children have been dedicated 
worshippers, and have participated 
in events such as the Sports 
Day and  Children’s Expo. Since 
their parents do not go to church 
themselves, the pupils find the 
devotionals helpful in keeping 
them grounded in God’s word on a 
daily basis. 

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

For more information, please contact Bunmi Olayisade at wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches  
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

A library at the student centre.

Children of St Peter’s School having a  
morning devotion. 
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

Delegates attending the MCCA’s triennial Conference standing by the Esiquibo River in Guyana - “the 
land of many waters”. (Photo by Andy Dye)

Pray for Nepal as it attempts to 
cope with the aftermath of the 
earthquakes and the current 
monsoon. Pray especially for 
those in East Nepal where 
landslides have occurred, and the 
rural areas where many are living 
in temporary shelters.

Pray for Kenya as the nation 
deals with the aftermath of the 
terrorist attacks. Praise God for 
evidence of God’s continuing 
work in different parts of East 
Africa today. 

Thank God for the exciting new 
developments taking place in the 
Latin American and Caribbean 
region and for the work CIEMAL is 
doing in the region. 

Pray for all the children of our 
mission partners, that they may 
be settled and happy in the 
countries where their parents are 
serving. 

Pray for Freddy and Sylvie 
Nzambé, as they continue to 
work to provide a safe home for 
people emigrating to Tunisia from 
abroad. Pray also for the people 
of Tunisia, and for peace and 
calm following the recent terrorist 
attack in Sousse.

Thank God for Carol Dunn, and 
for the children’s devotional the 
MCCA has produced. Please pray 
that it may  help to keep the 
children grounded in God’s word.

PRAYER POINTS


