
Our new family 
by Keith and Ida Waddell 

Zambia hosts around 54,000 refugees, 

of whom approximately 20,000 are 

from the Democratic 

Republic of Congo 

(DRC). Amongst this 

number are a family of 

six whom we’ve come 

to know simply as “our 

family”.

We met our family when a district 

social work officer asked Ida for help 

with four boys who were living in prison 

with their mother. They had fled from 

the DRC, where their home had been 
attacked and insurgents had killed their 

grandparents. Children’s passports 

in the DRC cost $300 each, plus a 

‘facilitation fee’. The parents could not 

afford this, so they walked into Zambia 

without passports for their children – 

and were subsequently jailed for 15 

months each. 

There are no orphanages in Western 

Province, so the children would have 

to be split up and sent to children’s 

homes in different parts of Zambia. We 

were the only officially registered foster 

parents in Western Province, and the 

Magistrates Court handed the children 

over to us for the duration of the 

parents’ imprisonment. They lived with 

us and we became close to the parents 

too. Once a month, we would take the 

boys to visit their parents, bringing 

food parcels to supplement the rather 

spartan prison fare.

The next problem was that the boys’ 

parents were classed as ‘prohibited 

immigrants’ and the family would be 

expelled back to where they had fled 

from and where their lives were in 

danger. We could not permit this, so 

we lobbied behind the scenes to have 

their status changed to refugees. On the 

parents’ release, they were allocated 

places at Mayukwayukwa Refugee 

Centre. We keep in touch via Facebook 

Messenger and try to send them some 

money from time to time. We are the 

grandparents now!
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“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35 NRSV)

In our special edition of World Church News last December, we looked at 
how Methodists were supporting refugees coming into Europe. This time, we 
are going further, hearing from Methodists working with refugees in various 
parts of the world.



From Central America to the myth of ‘the 
American Dream’
Samuel Murillo Torres, a Mexican Methodist minister based in the UK, presents an 
overview of migration in Latin America.

Migration has been going on in 

Latin America almost since the 

conquest era of the sixteenth 

century. The recent movement of 

people in Central America is the 

migration that tries to accomplish 

what is known as ‘the American 

Dream’.

Central American migration has 

taken place for the last 40 years. 

The majority of migrants are from 

Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador, 

Guatemala and Mexico. All need 

to cross Mexico – south to north 

– which is the most difficult 

and dangerous part of the trip. 

Travel within Mexico is made 

principally on ‘the Beast’ (freight 

trains). Migrants climbing on 

the roofs of the trains endanger 

their lives – be it through loss 

of limbs, drug cartels, human 

trafficking, extortion, kidnapping, 

or getting killed by the ‘Maras’ 

(gangs based in the south of 

Mexico). Migrants may even 

find themselves victims of 

government corruption. To 

avoid these dangers, migrants 

commonly make use of a 

‘Coyote’ or ‘Pollero’ (guides 

who accompany people across 

borders). This costs between 

$5,000 and $8,000 for up to 

three attempts. Considering all 

this, and the current political and 

economic context in the USA, 

one must question whether ‘the 

American Dream’ really exists. 

The Methodist Church of Mexico 

has established several ongoing 

projects, which involve young 

seminar students and lay people 

making weekly visits to the 

government detention center 

for migrants. This group carries 

out pastoral care, detection of 

human trafficking and advocacy 

for dignity and human rights. On 

the border, Bishop Felipe Ruiz 

from the Northwestern Conference 

presides mass with migrant 

families on both sides of the 

wall. Breaking bread together and 

sharing it in hope of unity across 

frontiers reunites divided families 

in Christ.

“You shall not wrong or oppress a 
resident alien, for you were aliens 
in the land of Eygpt.” Exodus 
22:21 (NRSV)

Swiss and Mexican volunteers make a fire 
whilst waiting for the train with migrants

Volunteers on the roof of “the Beast”

Volunteers serve food



Europe: A lethal game of bluff 
by Roy Crowder

Towards the end of 2015, 

news pictures showed 

increasing numbers of people at 

the ‘Jungle’ camp in Calais and 

people trudging through Balkan 

fields to reach north-west Europe, 

especially Germany. 

As we come to the end of 2016, 

the Calais camp has been 

cleared and Balkan governments 

have blocked the route onwards. 

Agreements with Turkey have 

massively reduced the flow of 

people towards Greece. The 

Mediterranean crossing to Italy 

has re-emerged as a majority 

route. Multiple horrendous 

drowning episodes have occurred 

as smugglers discovered they 

could give boats just enough fuel 

to reach international waters 

where rescue vessels would be 

obliged to search for them – a 

lethal game of bluff. 

All throughout this period, the 
generous giving of Methodists in 

the Methodist Church in Britain 

(MCB) has helped support a 

number of projects catering to 

the needs of refugees in the 

region. One such project is 

‘Naomi’, a women’s organisation 

based in Greece which works 

with refugees around Saloniki. 

The Naomi project runs a 

drop-in centre for refugees to 

come and talk, and also hosts 

sewing and jewellery-making 

groups. Previously, Naomi also 

worked on the Macedonian side 

of the border – as does the 

Macedonian UMC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

   Emergency work increasingly 

becomes long-term support. 

The work of European 

Methodist churches can 

be viewed at vimeo.

com/182358844. 
   Churches Together in Britain 

and Ireland (CTBI) provides a 

regularly updated website at 

focusonrefugees.org.
   Young volunteers supported 

by MCB who worked in the 

Italian Protestant Churches’ 

House of Cultures on Sicily 

have blogged at www.

swanbank.org.uk/blog. 
   Rachael Varney of the 

Joint Public Issues Team 

represented MCB at the 

Mediterranean Hope 

Commemoration and 

describes it movingly 

at www.jointpublicissues.
org.uk/lampedusa-and-

mediterranean-hope.

Syrian refugees supported by Naomi in Greece offer hospitality to a visiting women’s delegation from CTBI
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http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/lampedusa-and-mediterranean-hope/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/lampedusa-and-mediterranean-hope/
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Refugees in Sri Lanka
by Angleena Keizer

Since my arrival in Sri Lanka, 

refugee Pakistani Christians 

have sought assistance from the 

Methodist Church. 

The majority of asylum seekers 

live in the Negombo area and 

travel to Colombo to get help. 

Over the year, the Church has 
helped a large number of people 

by listening to their needs and 

supporting where we can.

One young man had become 

almost blind due to burst vessels 

and severe glaucoma. Kollupitiya 

Methodist Church, where I serve, 

paid for his stay in hospital and 

an operation to prevent any 

further reduction in his eyesight. 

Kollupitiya Church has also paid 

rent and utility bills for a number 

of families, and provided for 

families’ monthly dry rations. We 

started a regular Urdu service with 

up to 30 Pakistanis attending. 

A number of families have 

successfully obtained refugee 

status and are waiting to move 

to another country. One minister 

emigrated to Canada with his 

family.

The Church has supported people 

emotionally as well as financially. 

I have been involved in pastoral 

care for the families we have 

worked with. Initially we had many 

new cases every day, and were 

overwhelmed by those needing 

aid. But we could only help those 

we were already involved with 

and not take on any new cases. 

The Church has some financial 

difficulties at the moment and so 

ministries within it now have to 

raise their own funds. I am looking 

to form a committee to fundraise 

in order to continue to assist the 

refugee families we are working 
with – and, in time, to help others.



The Joint Public Issues Team 

(JPIT) works for peace and 

justice on behalf of the Methodist, 

Baptist and United Reformed 

Churches, and the Church of 

Scotland. This Christmas, it will be 

doing just that through a creative 

retelling of the nativity story.

A Very British Nativity depicts 

a cast of children enacting the 

Christmas story, with one key 

change: instead of making their 

way to Bethlehem, Mary and 

Joseph are arriving into the UK in 

2016. Beyond its festive humour, 

the film addresses the shocking 

realities of the UK asylum system. 

This is a system in which an 

estimated 37,000 people entering 

the UK are forced to live on just 

£5 a day, are often denied the 

right to legal aid, are placed in 

substandard accommodation and 

are denied the right to work.

It was over 2,000 years ago that 

Mary gave birth to Jesus in a 

stable, but A Very British Nativity 

asks how far we’ve really come 

since that time. Are we treating 

the most vulnerable people in 
our society with the dignity they 

deserve?

A Very British Nativity is released 

on 6 December. To see it, email 

Lucy Zwolinska at zwolinskal@

methodistchurch.org.uk, or visit 

www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/

averybritishnativity

A Very British Nativity
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Beyond Bethlehem
One in every 122 human beings 
on planet Earth is now either 
a refugee, internally displaced, 
or seeking asylum. Millions 
of refugees are fleeing war, 
persecution, and violence in their 
homelands – often running with 
just the clothes on their backs. 

The United Methodist Church 
(UMC), one of our Partner 
Churches, is seeking to address 
the issues of refugees and 
migration with its Beyond 
Bethlehem campaign. This is 
a joint effort of Ginghamsburg 
Church in Ohio, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), the United Methodist 
Publishing House and United 
Methodist Communications.

In late October, Dan Bracken 
(Ginghamsburg Church’s chief 

storyteller) was on the ground in 
Lebanon – the country with the 
most refugees per capita in the 
world (one-third of the country’s 
population). With the help of a 
Lebanese film crew, they captured 
the plaintive stories and war-
weary faces of these displaced 
refugees.

“I had a house in Syria,” says 
one of the men filmed. “I was a 
banker! I left everything; my job 
and my extended family.” 

“I want all foreigners to 
understand that this is not a 
political issue,” says Fatmeh Sh, 
a teacher at the Barajne Centre in 
Lebanon. “Normal people like me, 
my children and my family are the 
ones suffering. I hope they can 
see the human side of this war.”

All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, NMA postholders, 

scholarship students and mission partners that you regularly read about 

in this news bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World Mission 

Fund, through the sharing of both resources and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/

donate. Alternately, send a cheque to: the Methodist Church World Mission 

Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR. 

Please make cheques payable to “Methodist Church World Mission Fund”.

Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
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Thank you

A wholehearted thank 
you for giving so much. 

Contributions, prayers 
and heartfelt wishes have 
come from Methodists all 
over Britain. At the time of 
writing, the total income 
received to support refugees 
stands at more than 
£70,000. Methodists and 
non-Methodists alike have 
offered their homes, church 
halls and English lessons to 
asylum seekers in the UK. 
We are overwhelmed by your 
generosity. Thank you and 
please continue to pray. 

Prayers

Heavenly Father, we thank 
you for our Partner 

Churches and organisations 
all around the world who 
are doing their best to help 
alleviate the suffering of 
migrants, asylum seekers 
and refugees seeking 
sanctuary. Forgive us for 
the roles we have all played 
in this situation: initiating 
wars and violent conflicts, 
engaging in racist, hateful 
and ignorant rhetoric, 
dehumanising those you 
have made in your image. 
Forgive us, Lord. And 
where there is pain, let us 
spread love; where there is 
darkness, let us spread your 
light. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND
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