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“For this very reason, 
you must make every 
effort to support your 

faith with goodness, 
and goodness with 

knowledge, and 
knowledge with self-

control, and self-control 
with endurance, 
and endurance 

with godliness, and 
godliness with mutual 
affection, and mutual 

affection with love.”
2 Peter 1:5-7 (NRSV)
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#strongerthanwinston

Cyclone Winston – which hit Fiji 
in February – is reckoned to be 
one of the severest ever to hit 

the South Pacific.   

According to Fiji government estimates, 
some 350,000 people are affected 
by the cyclone. Over 42 have been 
confirmed dead, 131 injured, and 
50,000 are in evacuation centres. 
Damage to agriculture is estimated to 
be US$61 million, and at least 117 
schools have been damaged.

On the campus of the Pacific 
Theological College where Val Ogden 
lives and works as a mission partner, 
everyone is safe – despite the leaky 
houses, power cuts and uprooted 
trees. “We are deeply grateful,” Val 
says. “Fijian colleagues speak of 
families in other parts of the islands 
who have lost everything.” 

Aid has started to arrive in the worst-
hit areas, especially the outer islands 
and Rakiraki in the west. “The skies 
are now buzzing with New Zealand and 
Australian air force planes bringing in 
aid and resources,” Val says. 

The Methodist Church in Fiji 
commented: “We are reminded that we 
are people of the resurrection, where 
neither life nor death has the final 
say. The people of Fiji will rise. We will 
not only give of our excess but share 
whatever we have. We are ‘hashtag 
stronger than Winston’.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Cleaning up the PacificTheological College 
campus following Cyclone Winston

For more information,  
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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For more information, please contact Steve Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

2016 Easter joint North-South prayer 

Christians from North and 
 South Korea have come 
 together to write an Easter 

prayer seeking reunification 
between North and South.

Oh God,

Thank you for letting us know, 
as we hear the trickling waters 
beneath the melting ice, that 
spring is not far away.

Thank you for showing us through 
the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ that a new road 
lies beyond the one that ends.

Our people had shared joy, anger, 
sorrow, and pleasure, but for 
the last 70 years we have lived 
separated as North and South 
embracing our wounds and 
pains. 

We have not ended division and 
conflict only to find out ourselves 
that such 70 years were not 
enough. How can it be that 70 
years were not enough to end 
division and conflict? And in 
fact a higher wall is rising in 
front of us. Amidst the vicious 
cycle of division, distrust, 
dispute and arms race, our 
land and sea has become a 
military experimentation field 
of weapons, not knowing when 
war will break out. The bridge 
that once yearned for peace and 
unification has crumbled and 
the bird that once flew over that 
bridge, wet with rain, is no longer 
able to fly.

God,

Have we stimulated 
misunderstanding and enmity 
even while speaking of 
reconciliation?

Have we aggravated conflict 
and confrontation even while 
speaking of ending the division?

Have we incited misunderstanding 
and distrust even while speaking 
of faith?

Have we been blind to our own 
self-interest even while speaking 
of co-existence?

Have we chosen the road that 
threatens our life even while 
speaking of our people’s survival 
and security?

God of grace,

Please let us see ourselves rightly, 
we who have gone against the 
path of life and taken part in 
destruction instead of peace. 
Have mercy on us and forgive us 
when we repent our foolishness 
and change our paths with tears 
in our eyes. When we fail to 
realize our wrongs and continue 
to drive community to the cliff, 
please stop our steps and 
with your whip of love lash our 
obstinacy and ignorance. 

God, 

We yearn that compatriots of the 
North and South unlock the latch 
of separation and mightily soar 
on two wings.

For this hope to be fulfilled, the 
churches in the North and South 
will

build a bridge of forgiveness 
and reconciliation where there 
is hate and division,

let rivers of dialogue flow 
where there is distrust and 
confrontation,

plant trees and create forests 
where there is violence and 
destruction.

God of resurrection,

let the churches of the North 
and South hunger and thirst for 
righteousness,

Lead us to cultivate such desires 
and will into courage and wisdom 
and become communions of 
faith that make peace.

In this cold and bleak season, let 
our people and our neighboring 
countries meet the tidings of 
spring and lights of life that 
break free from the icy ground.

In Jesus Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen.

Korean Christian Federation 
(KCF) (North Korea)
National Council of Churches in 
Korea (NCCK) (South Korea)

http://wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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“Joy and expectation” 

The Evangelical United 
Methodist Church of Ecuador 
operates in an almost 

exclusively Catholic context, in 
which it prioritises discipleship, 
evangelism and supporting new 
missions. 

Despite several years’ hard 
work, the Church’s evangelism in 
the Calceta Province of Manabi 
has never really taken off. The 
Ecuadorian Church is hoping 
that will change, now that it has 
opened of a new preaching centre 
there. An annual grant from the 
Methodist Church in Britain has 
helped make building the centre 

possible. “The news of the 
opening of this new work brings 
joy and expectation to those who 
already know Jesus Christ, and 
is sure to be a blessing for the 
entire city and its surroundings,” a 
Church representative said. 

Over the past year, the Church 
of Ecuador has also conducted 
training courses aimed at 
strengthening the faith of its 
members, thematic workshops for 
pastors, leaders and delegates 
of local churches, and regional 
assemblies. The Church has also 
opened a new mission in the 
coastal city of Manta, and restored 
a previously abandoned church in 
the town of Misahualli. 

Jungle mission

Victor Tarazana is one of 
our NMA post holders in 
Latin America. He and his 

wife Angela Maríategui oversee 
the Methodist Church in Peru’s 
mission work in the town of 
Tarapoto, on the edge of the 
Amazon rainforest.

Originally from Lima, Victor 
and Angela used to work as 
psychologists, but gave up those 
careers when they felt God was 
calling them to mission work. They 
have been doing this for two years 
now, building on work started by a 
Brazilian missionary, Hugo Pereira.

“The Church in Tarapoto continues 
with the vision of discipleship 
pastor Hugo left,” says Victor. “Our 
values are to win more lives for 
Christ, consolidate those lives in 
the Christian walk, and then send 
those disciples out to spread the 
gospel to those who need it.”

Last year, Victor and Angela 
spearheaded a programme that 
combined social action with 
evangelism. They split the church 
into two groups. One group 
distributed food hampers to local 
residents, mainly to people with 
disabilities. The other group hit 
the streets and handed leaflets to 
passers-by.     

“The evangelism group heard 
many stories,” says Victor. 
“The majority were of sadness, 
hopelessness, pain, loneliness 
and emptiness. However, they 
were inspired by the Holy Spirit to 
share testimonies of the life Jesus 
offers; a life filled with liberty, joy, 
love and hope.”

Methodist Vice-President Dr Jill 
Barber met Victor and Angela when 
she visited Peru last year. “They 
are a wonderful young couple with 
a passion for Christ and desire to 
bless the people, despite often 
difficult circumstances in what 
is predominantly a very poor and 
needy area,” she said.

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

For more information, please 
contact Sandra Lopez at  

wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Nepal: an update by Finlay Hodge

In last month’s World Church 
 News, we heard from one of 
 our mission partners about 

the India/Nepal border blockade. 
Here, a former mission partner 
who returned to Nepal last year 
to help with post-earthquake 
rebuilding tells how the blockade 
is affecting the rebuilding 
process. 

Due to the continuing Indian 
blockade, there is a serious fuel 
and gas shortage. It has been 
uncomfortably cold in Kathmandu 
with no heating in the houses. One 
taxi driver we know queued for 14 
days for 20 litres of petrol. Not 
surprisingly, he – like many others 
– has now resorted to the black 
market. As a result, fares have 
doubled.

The blockade has affected the 
prices and availability of building 
materials. The price of a bag of 
cement has increased 40%, and 
steel has become especially 
difficult to obtain.

The long wait for Government 
clearance and permissions for 
house reconstruction has been 
very stressful but now appears to 
be imminent. We had a successful 
meeting with the director of 
the central government office 
responsible for house building 
programmes. After months of 
insisting that international non-
governmental organizations 
(INGOs) could not proceed until 
government funds were released, 
they have now requested that 
INGOs provide financial support 
for house reconstruction after all, 
as they say that they will not have 
sufficient funds for all the houses 
to be built. 

We are already supporting 8,000 
households through livelihoods as 
well as community infrastructure 
such as rebuilding bridges, 
schools, toilets and drinking 
water systems – work which is 
already underway. For the housing 
project we will provide support 
to 1,100 houses in total. We 
will be seeking more donors to 
complete our plans for housing, 

having increased the number of 
learning centres, roads, bridges 
and hydroelectric projects, on 
the understanding that the 
government was mainly funding 
the housing support – which, as 
explained, is now not the case! 

Apart from these political 
challenges, there are also social 
consequences. People are 
suffering greatly and children 
are dying from cold especially in 
the high Himal areas. Ironically, 
these people seem to be the 
most resilient, proactive and 
cooperative – necessarily, in 
order to survive. One of our Hindu 
staff remarked that the Christian 
Tamangs in the North appear to 
be the most resilient in rebuilding 
their communities and overcoming 
trauma. She thinks this may 
be because they meet together 
regularly for singing, prayer and 
mutual support. 

We are working under very difficult 
conditions at present, but there 
are some signs of progress that 
keep us going.

Are you passionate about Jesus?

Do you want to put your faith into action in another part of the world? 
Do you want to work alongside local communities, deepening your faith  
and knowledge of global justice and development? 
Are you willing to spend 6-12 months overseas, meeting exciting people? 
Are you ready for a life-changing challenge, putting your skills to good  
use and learning new ones?

If you answered YES to these questions, then  
Encounter Worldwide could be for YOU! To find out more,  
visit www.methodist.org.uk/encounterworldwide
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Reaching out by Jane Day   

Greetings from a very hot 
 South Africa! 

Due to the effects of El 
Niño, the summer rains expected 
here and throughout southern 
Africa are only now being seen, 
causing a widespread drought. 
Last week a thunderstorm 
struck very close to our home. 
We experienced tripping of the 
electrics, water coming through 
the bathroom and dog food 
bouncing out of the dog bowl… we 
were more scared than Mudiwa, 
our dog!

Steve continues to grow in his 
understanding of the many 
cultures and languages which 

we encounter day by day. This 
has been costly in that it has 
demanded me to be courageous 
and reach out to other people on 
their own terms. Whilst costly in 
terms of energy and commitment, 
the effort to reach out is being 
very well received. 

Steve creatively led the whole 
worshipping community in a 
joint covenant service with the 
Methodist covenant prayer being 
spoken in three languages. This is 
the first time this has happened 
and it was a significant moment 
for the church. 

The Young Men’s Guild convention 
took place in Sharpeville (a name 

which may be familiar from the 
massacre that took place there 
in 1960). It was Steve’s first one 
since being received as a member 
of the organisation last March, 
and it was a wonderful occasion 
to be a part of. 

Our church recently welcomed 
Zimbabwean fellowships from 
Benoni, Pretoria and Randburg 
to Germiston. It seemed a 
fitting occasion for Steve to 
push himself. With the help of 
Astonishment (our circuit steward), 
Steve preached the whole sermon 
in Shona!

A new chapter   

After four and a half years’ 
 service in Bangladesh,  
 Pat Jamison is settling into 

a new placement – this time in 
Ghana.

Pat flew to Ghana over the Easter 
weekend, having spent a few 
weeks catching up with friends 
and supporters back home in 
Britain and Ireland. 

“It was great to share my story 
with many people in so many 
places,” Pat says. “I travelled 
to England, Scotland, Southern 
Ireland and every county in 
Northern Ireland to several of 
my sending organisations. I 
provided feedback, attended 
a symposium and conference 

on human trafficking, spoke at 
many churches, friendship and 
fellowship groups, district services 
and rallies and even at a Girls 
Brigade enrolment service.

“I spent several days at a retreat 
centre in Dublin where I read, 
prayed and walked a lot. The 
retreat centre has a beautiful 
setting and even though it rained 
a lot, was stormy and very cold, 
I walked around as I had done 
six years ago when I last visited. 
It was great to attend Global 
Vision, a gathering organised by 
the Methodist Church in Ireland 
where we come 
together to 
listen and share 
in the work 

of the church in Ireland and the 
global Methodist Church. I am 
thankful to have had time with 
family and friends and for those 
who have treated me in so many 
ways, for the safe arrival of my 
freight and time to draw closer to 
God.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

For more information, contact Bunmi Olayisade 
at wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

Members of the Methodist Church in Zimbabwe’s youth department gather in 
Harare on a Saturday morning in February, just before setting off to clean the city 
centre. The clean-up marked the end of the Church’s Youth Week celebrations for 
this year.

Praise God for the work of the Evangelical United Methodist Church in 
Ecuador, especially for the new missions it has established.

Pray for cyclone affected communities in Fiji as they attempt to rebuild 
their homes and their lives. 

Pray for all our mission partners, that the Lord may continue to use 
them to bless others.  

Give thanks for the Methodist Church in Peru and its continuing 
mission work. Thank God for the way it challenges its members to grow 
spiritually by exercising their faith in new ways. 

Pray for Pat Jamieson as she prepares to go to Ghana for her next 
mission partner placement. 

Pray for Nepal as it continues to deal with post-earthquake 
reconstruction efforts and the border blockade with India. 

Picture: Jacques Iselin, the Elements of the Holy Communion. From 
the Methodist Modern Art Collection, © TMCP, used with permission.

PRAYER POINTS
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