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“The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because 

he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the 

poor.”
Luke 4:18 (NRSV)
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As someone who’s grown up in a 
church environment in London, 
‘peace’ is a word I’ve always 

taken for granted. We ‘share the peace’ 
every Sunday and often hear the word 
mentioned. However, having recently 
been to South Korea, I doubt I’ll think 
of peace in the same way again. 

I attended a 10-day ecumenical 
workshop organised by the National 
Council of Churches in Korea, part of 
the global campaign for a peace treaty 
on the Korean Peninsula. We visited 
Jeju Island, where we learnt about 
Korea’s violent history, particularly 
the Jeju 4.3 incident, in which around 
some 15,000 people were killed in 
1948. From there we flew to Seoul, 

where we visited the De-Militarised 
Zone and the Border Peace School. 

“The situation for reunification in Korea 
is no longer hopeful,” said Dr Noh Jung 
Sun, Chair of the National Council of 
Churches in Korea’s Reconciliation 
and Reunification Committee. “What 
is hopeful are the people. They seek 
peace and reunification.” 

Everywhere we went, the longing for 
peace and reunification could be felt. 
Outside the former North Korean 
Labour Party office building, we met 
two Japanese monks (pictured) who go 
there every day to chant for peace and 
justice.  

(continued on page 2) 
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One Conference, two cows, six goats
by Martin Ashford

What can be done to 
combat the decline in our 
membership?  How can 

we make our churches more lively 
and attractive?  Why have we  
lost our children and young 
people?  Are we overburdening 
ministers with administrative 
work?

Familiar questions, perhaps, 
some of which may be aired 
at our own Conference.  But I 
wasn’t in the UK: this was the 
Methodist Church of Sierra Leone 
(MCSL)’s biennial Conference 
in Kailahun, a long drive cross-
country from the capital Freetown.  
The surroundings and the style 
were certainly African (exuberant 
worship and a constant hubbub 
during debates) and the biggest 
cheer was reserved for the 
announcement that Kono-Kailahun 
District had donated two cows 
and six goats to the Conference 
(which explained the generous 
lunches prepared by local women 
in the very basic surroundings of 
the church back yard).  But many 

of the issues were surprisingly 
familiar.

MCSL are hugely grateful to 
friends in Britain, including 
Lancashire District (for funding 
the Red Rose Centre in Kailahun) 
and the Isle of Man (HIV project in 
Freetown), as well as the stalwart 
Friends of Nixon Hospital in 
Segbwema. I visited all of these 
and can testify to the wonderful 

work of staff and volunteers  
in very tough circumstances.

I was hugely grateful to MCSL 
for the welcome I received. The 
challenges of their situation  
are all too clear; through the  
World Mission Fund we will 
continue to do what we can to 
assist, but please also join me  
in praying for the people of Sierra 
Leone.

PEACE (continued from page 1)

Dr David Suh Kwang-Sun shared 
his personal story of growing up 
first under Japanese colonisation, 
then under USSR domination, and 
then during the Korean war. Tears 
were shed around the room as he 
described how his brother fought 
in the war on his behalf, and how 
he pulled his father’s body out 

of a river after he and four other 
ministers were shot dead by the 
military. He recalled how, as he 
looked at his father’s body full  
of bullet holes and wiped the 
blood off his face, all his thoughts 
were of vengeance. Today,  
he campaigns for peace and  
unity. 

Before my trip, ‘peace’ was 

something passive. Now, I see 
it as something active. Peace is 
inclusive. ‘Their’ peace is also 
‘my’ peace, so we must act 
together for peace and unity. 

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information, please contact Bunmi Olayisade at  

wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk
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FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

Jinotega 
Calling

by Paul Collins and Maura Cook

We are in Jinotega, 145 
km north of Nicaragua’s 
capital city, Managua, 

where we are employed by the 
Methodist Church in Britain to join 
in the work of the Methodist Church 
in Nicaragua. Our job description is 
ever-evolving; currently it includes 
teaching English to little ones at 
the Methodist Pre-School, giving 
vocational English classes to adults 
in the congregation and helping 
with the church house groups.  

Jinotega is known as “Las 
Brumas” (the mists) because in 
the rainy season it’s often cloudy. 
In the town there are some people 
who are very poor, and some of 

the children in our English classes 
at the pre-school come from those 
families. Nicaragua is the second 
poorest country in the Americas, 
after Haiti. 48% of the population 
live on less than $1 a day, and 
76% live on less than $2. Poverty 
is worse in the countryside, but 
on the outskirts of the town we 
can see people living in very deep 
poverty.

Our children go to school in 
Jinotega; they start at 12.30pm 
and finish at 5pm (public schools 

in Nicaragua have morning and 
afternoon sessions, to fit in all the 
children). This means they have all 
morning to play with their friends 
next door, go to the park, make 
and sell bracelets at the front door 
(and fight over the profits) and do 
their homework.

 

For more information, please 
contact Sandra Lopez 

at wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

A new phase begins
“At last I got sorted, and am now 
settling into my new home in 
Ankaase,” says Pat Jamison, who 
is now in Ghana after four and a 
half years in Bangladesh.

One of the areas Pat has been 
involved in since arriving in Ghana 
is nutrition. “I am very thankful to 
be able to work alongside two very 
capable nutritionists in the public 
health department,” Pat says. 
“We regularly see malnourished 
children and I have personally 

seen several with severe malnour-
ishment.”

Pat is helping to set up a nutrition 
centre at the Ankaase Hospital. 
“It will be a place for education, 
support and advice in a caring, 
loving environment,” she says. 
“The children aren’t starving; 
they’re just not getting adequate 
nourishment. We want the centre 
to be a place where parents and 
carers don’t feel bad about asking 
for help. 

“I see everything as new and it is 
early days trying to settle in.  
I have visited several communities 
and see how difficult life is 
for them and it reminds me of 
how much I have. I hear people 
praising God and joyfully singing 
even though they have so little 
yet they have faith in a Lord who 
has saved them and guides and 
protects them. May I continue to 
have this faith.”
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Connecting  
with youth

Marzia Scuderi is a Youth 
Project Manager with 
the Methodist Church in 

Italy. She manages an intercultural 

and interdenominational youth 

group which meets weekly and 

is made up of young people from 

Methodist, Waldensian and Baptist 

churches. 

Last year, Marzia’s group 

organised a series of informal 

conferences, to which they invited 

people who work in immigration, 

social services and other related 

fields to come and talk about war, 

poverty and migration. They also 

held linguistic exchanges and 

furnished their youth hall with a 

multi-language library, a study 

corner, and a snack spot where 

people can study, relax and spend 
time together. 

“The cultural opportunities are 
very important,” Marzia says.  

“We have more than five 
nationalities within our youth 
group. Everyone is welcome with 
their different cultures and points 
of view.”

Higher learning

Both the Methodist Church 
in Benin and the Protestant 
Methodist Church in Ivory 

Coast have been suffering with 

a serious lack of ministers on 

the ground, especially in strongly 

Muslim areas. 

To address this, the Methodist 

Church in Benin has, in recent 

years, used a Scholarship and 
Leadership Training (SALT) grant 
from the World Mission Fund 
to train ministers, evangelists, 
deacons and Sunday school 
teachers at the Protestant 
University of West Africa 
(l’Université Protestante de 
l’Afrique de l’Ouest, or UPAO 
for short) in Benin. Overseeing 
this process is NMA post-holder 
Timothy Gandonou, UPAO’s 
Director of Academic Services. 

UPAO has seen an increase in the 

number of new students enrolling, 

from 318 in 2014/2015 to 651 in 

2015/2016.    

“The number of students training 

at UPAO from these two Churches 

speaks volumes,” Timothy says. 

“We can see a real willingness 

from the authorities of both 

Churches, who make training their 

priority.”

For more information, please contact Roy Crowder at  
wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

Kitted up in their 
national dress,  

youth 
representatives 

from Panama 
brought carnival 

to Swanwick, 
where this year’s 

Methodists for  
World Mission 

Conference 
took place. The 

conference’s  
theme was Latin 

America: Spirit  
of Liberation.    

Pray for all those on the Korean Peninsula striving 
for peace and reunification, that it may become a 
reality. 

Pray for Sierra Leone; for the Methodist Church 
there and for the community, as it continues to 
recover following the Ebola outbreak. 

Thank God for Pat Jamison in Ghana. Please pray 
that she continues to settle in and do the work the 
Lord has called her to do. 

Pray for the Cook-Collins family as they continue to 
adjust to life in Nicaragua. 

Pray for Marzia Scuderi as she continues her work 
amongst young people in Italy.

Praise God for the work of Timothy Gandonou at the 
Protestant University of West Africa. 

PRAYER POINTS
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