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“When I thought, 
‘My foot is slipping,’ 
your steadfast love, 

O LORD, held me up. 
When the cares of my 

heart are many, your 
consolations cheer my 

soul.”
Psalm 94:18-19 

(NRSV)
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Drought hits 
Zimbabwe

Due to poor rainfall, Zimbabwe is 
currently experiencing a severe 
drought.

The Methodist Church in Britain 
has given the Methodist Church in 
Zimbabwe a £10,000 grant as an 
emergency response.  Local Methodist 
Churches in the country are mobilising 
support to address immediate 
challenges affecting their communities. 
“Elderly people, under-fives, orphans, 
disabled people and sick patients are 
priorities in receiving help,” says the 
Revd Dr Zwana, Presiding Bishop of the 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe.  

 “The major issue affecting Zimbabwe 
as a whole – and Matebeleland South 
in particular – is the disastrous rainy 
season,” says Jonathan Hill, one 
of our mission partners. “It started 
with almost no rain at all. Then we 
had quite good rains in February and 
March, and several people around the 
province told me that they had planted 
late- and short-season varieties of 
small grains in the hope of getting at 
least some sort of a harvest. Last 
year’s rainy season wasn’t very good 
either, so there is an urgent need for 
food in the rural communities.” 

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

For more information, please 
contact Bunmi Olayisade at  

wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Ecuador earthquake:  
an update

On 16 April, a devastating earthquake of 
magnitude 7.8 hit Ecuador. The northeastern 
coastal province of Manabí was at the 

epicentre of the earthquake, but the tremor was felt 
as far away as Quito, hundreds of kilometres away. 

The Methodist Church in Britain has sent the 
Ecuadorian Methodist Church a solidarity grant of 
$14,500 towards its relief efforts with communities 
in the northern and central coastal towns. The 
funds will go towards emergency family kits with 
non-perishable food, hygiene kits, equipment for a 
temporary shelter in El Carmen, transport aid and 
logistic support.

“We are very thankful for your solidarity during this 
difficult time,” said Bishop Silvio Cevallos, head of the 
Methodist Church in Ecuador. “We are glad to know 
that our brothers and sisters in Christ are concerned 
about the distressing situation our country is facing. 
Please keep our country in prayer.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

Pakistan hit by heatwave

For the second consecutive 
year, an extreme heatwave 
has hit South Asia. 

Heatwaves are a new phenomenon 
for the people living in the 
southern part of Pakistan – a 
country that has also suffered 
massive floods, drought and other 
adverse effects of climate change. 

One of our partner organisations, 
Community World Service 
(CWS) has launched a multi-
media campaign to increase 
awareness of the causes 
and symptoms of heat stroke 
amongst the communities that 
are most vulnerable to it at this 
time. The Methodist Church in 

Britain recently agreed a grant of 
£21,000 to help CWS in this. 

The grant will also help provide 
emergency rehabilitation and 
treatment to those affected by 
heatstroke. This work will focus 
on the Dadu, Mirpurkhas, Karachi, 
Tharparkar, Thatta and Umerkot 
Districts – areas thought to be 
worst affected. CWS’ health 
centres running in various parts 
of Sindh have been equipped to 
provide care to people suffering 
from heat-related illnesses.

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Refugees in 
Zambia: an 
update
 
There have been violent outbreaks 
of xenophobia against Rwandan 
refugees and migrants who had 
been living in the high density 
settlements in Lusaka. These 
refugees are mainly Hutus who 
left after the genocide. Many had 
‘leaked’ from refugee camps 
and had settled informally and 
illegally in these townships. 
These newcomers were hard 
working, enterprising and 
self-employed, starting retail 
businesses and taking the same 
place in Zambia that many first 

generation immigrants to the 
US or Europe take, opening 
corner shops or Mom and 
Pop stores. Unfortunately the 
disorder escalated into targeted 
looting of shops and houses by 
opportunistic mobs. There has 
also been a spate of rather grisly 
ritual killings recently. With the 
increase in poverty and rising 
prices, the Rwandans became 
the scapegoats and were blamed 
for the murders, although of the 
12 people arrested, only 2 were 
foreigners.
Refugees who were found to be 
in Lusaka illegally were returned 
to Mayukwayukwa Refugee Centre 
in Western Province. There have 
been complaints about the lack of 
security and care at this refugee 
centre. It is reported that 67 
Congolese refugees (including 

27 children) have set off on foot 
for Namibia. The Congolese had 
complained that the Zambian 
government was failing to offer 
protection and care in accordance 
with UNHCR guidelines. Officials 
said they were free to move 
to anywhere else they wanted 
outside Zambia if they did not 
want to stay at Mayukwayukwa. It 
is a distance of over 400km from 
Mayukwayukwa to Katima Mulilo in 
Namibia.

 

 

FOR EVEN MORE  
UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM 

OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE 
OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/

mission/world-church/world-
church-news

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

by Keith Waddell

Then this could be the perfect volunteering 
opportunity for you!

The World Church Relationships office is currently seeking 
volunteers to welcome some of the 20 representatives of 
overseas Partner Churches who have been invited to participate 
at the Methodist Conference. Volunteers are needed to welcome 
representatives to the UK by meeting them at arrival airports and 
accompanying them into central London. 

Volunteers are required to meet representatives between  
29 June and 1 July. Travel costs and airport parking charges  
will be reimbursed. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please contact Simon Bennett on 
wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk 

or call 0207 467 3795.

Do you live near any of the London airports? 

Do you enjoy meeting people from overseas?

mailto:wcr.admin%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Conference%20volunteers
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Volunteers in action

NMA post holder Luis Ruiz Penaherrera is 
Programme Officer for PROVEA (Programma 
Voluntarios en Accion), the Methodist Church 

of Peru’s ‘volunteers in action’ programme.

In 2014, the Iglesia Metodista del Perú set about 
getting to know its local churches a bit more. The 
Church’s leadership visited 50 churches in the 6 
districts that the Peruvian Methodist Church is 
divided into. They found people who were interested 
in volunteering in emergency situations – such as 
in Chosica, Lima (where a dangerous landslide 
happened last year), and in Puno, where the  
locals are living with the effects of climate  
change.

PROVEA is an inter-disciplinary team formed last year. 
It has made some significant advances in its first 
year, including the launch of PROVEA-SALUD, a health 
team made up of doctors, dentists, pharmacists 
and other health professionals.  This team works 
closely with the Ministry of Health, nursing schools 
and some other NGOs. PROVEA has also made 
some progress with communities in the Puno region 

on the Peru-Bolivia border. Here, they have helped 
teach poor farmers how to set up family orchards to 
produce foods with the nutrients needed to prevent 
anaemia.

Luis’ job has been made possible thanks to a 
£6,000 grant from the World Mission Fund.  
“We hope this partnership between the Methodist 
Church of Peru and the Methodist Church in Britain 
will continue and deepen,” Luis said. “We hope  
that we can grow together and share ideas and 
experiences.”

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

Members of an afterschool club in Liepa, Latvia, share in Holy Communion. Liepa 
is a depressed area with high unemployment, alcoholism and drug use, and 
children are susceptible to this as there is not much for them to do after school. 
In the afterschool club they receive love and warmth, and are taken care of. 
Some children, once they begin to trust, start attending Sunday school classes. 

Pray for Zimbabwe and for all those who have 
been affected by the drought.

Praise God for our mission partners in 
Zimbabwe and Zambia; for the godly work they 
are doing to assist those in need, and to be a 
voice for the voiceless. 

Pray for Pakistan and for all those who have 
been affected by the heatwave. 

Pray for the inhabitants of Ecuador as they 
struggle to rebuild their lives and country 
following the earthquake.

Praise God for Luis Ruiz Peñaherrera, and the 
work the Methodist Church in Peru is doing to 
help those most in need. 

PRAYER POINTS

https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
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