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“Whatever your hand 
finds to do, do with 

your might...”
Ecclesiastes 9:10a 

(NRSV)
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Cuba: not just surviving  by David Friswell

What is a church to do when 
the state severely limits all its 
activities? Thrive! 

The Methodist Church in Cuba 
continues to grow at around ten 
percent year on year despite facing 
various state restrictions. This is due 
in part to a passion for one-to-one 
evangelism, along with a seriously well 
structured programme of preparation 
and learning at all levels throughout 
the church. Members establish local 
cell groups; over time, these grow in 
number and become ‘missions’ – each 
with its own cell groups. Eventually, 
as growth continues the ‘mission’ 
becomes a church; initially with a lay 
pastor, then with an ordained minister.

Much of the education is carried out 
locally through the Church’s extension 
programme. They do not aim to 

train academics but rather to equip 
members at all levels for mission 
and evangelism. These centrally 
coordinated programmes draw in 
thousands of participants each year 
with most churches having at least 
10% of their number involved at any 
one time.

The building of new churches is 
controlled and restricted. In the 
residential outskirts of Havana, one of 
the local residents has opened up part 
of their garden for mission meetings 
to take place. A corrugated iron roof 
on metal poles acts as protection from 
sun or rain. Walls are not allowed as 
the government would then consider it 
a church! 

(Continued on page 2)
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Cuban Methodists worshipping together
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For more information, please 
contact Sandra Lopez at  

wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Reaching out 
in China 

On a recent trip to China, 
Partnership Coordinator 
Steve Pearce visited a 

few projects run by the Amity 
Foundation. Amity was set up 
to promote education, social 
services, health and rural 
development, and has been a 
partner organisation of ours since 
its earliest days.

One of the places Steve visited 
was Yongshun County – officially 
designated as ‘poor’ and made 
up of 92% minority groups. Amity 
has been working in this area for 
17 years with 8 current projects 
which involve about 120,000 
people. The first village Steve 
visited here was Bagu, where 

Amity have introduced a biogas 
system. 

“Biogas is simple,” Steve explains. 
“Dig a hole and install a digester 
next to the kitchen. Build a pig pen 
and the family toilet on top. Run a 
pipe to the cooker. And remember 
to train someone who knows how 
to fix it when something goes 

wrong. In Bagu, 250 families 
now have biogas and use about 
85% less firewood than before. 
Everyone says how clean it is.”

Cuba (continued from page 1) 

Worship started at 8pm with a 
time of praise led by an excellent 
keyboard player and a wonderful 
young husband and wife singing 
together. The Bible reading and 
the preaching of the word followed 
on the theme of intercessory 
prayer. More praise, singing and 
dance led us to the offertory and 
then into prayers for others and 
the church members. After the 
service, I was able to chat to a 
young woman called Ruth who 
is one of a small group from the 
mission currently preparing for 
baptism and for membership.

The social outreach of the Church 
here is also restricted, but the 

Church is allowed to operate a 
home for elderly people. This 
currently serves around 15 
residents and another 10 or 
so day clients. One of the staff 
members specialises in music 
therapy; during my visit, an 
enjoyable (and useful) session was 
had by all – regardless of ability. 
One or two pensioners danced 
while others exercised from their 
chairs. Special attention was 
paid to rhythm and reactions in 
time with the music from drums, 
shakers and, of course, guitar. 
There was a good feeling of a very 
caring community which hopes to 
be able to grow and offer more 
places for those who need care.

Steve also visited 
Laosicheng, where 

he saw local women 
doing tapestry work.
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For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

For more information, 
please contact Roy 

Crowder at wcr.europe@
methodistchurch.org.uk

In Columbanus’ 
footsteps 

Barry Sloan, a mission 
partner in Germany, 
tells us about his newly 

published book, When the Saints 
Go Marching. 

When the Saints Go Marching tells 
the story of my pilgrimage in the 
footsteps of Saint Columbanus, 
the missionary monk from Bangor 
who re-evangelized Europe in 
the 6th century. Weaving history, 
politics, theology, and personal 
narrative together in a humorous 
and readable way, I tell the 
fascinating story of Columbanus 
and his colleagues from Bangor 
and their legacy in uniting Europe. 
The telling of both our stories 

- the monks’ and mine - are 
framed in the drama of my means 
of transport for the journey - 
hitchhiking. Profound moments 
of reflection, insight and food 
for thought are punctuated with 

hilarious episodes of breakfast 
with Vikings, an attack by monster 
bees, and lunch with a talking 
horse!

I had three aims in writing this 
book. Firstly, to write a book about 
my Christian faith that would just 
as easily be read, understood 
and enjoyed by my non-Christian 
friends. Secondly, to make a 
contribution to the peace process 
and idea of a shared future in 
Northern Ireland. And lastly, to 
help us all reclaim the amazing 
missional heritage of those sixth-
century Bangor monks that we 
have for too long ignored. 

Running on empty  by Malcolm Ramsay

Here in Nepal, the border 
blockade with India 
continues to be enforced 

– with devastating effects. The 
blockade arose out of a conflict 
over the new Constitution that 
was promulgated last September. 
The leaders of the ethnic Madhesi 
people living on the Terai (the flat 
southern strip of Nepal next to 
the border with India) argued that 
they have been disadvantaged 
by it. They then announced the 
blockade to force a change to the 
Constitution.

The blockade has now lasted 
more than 130 days, and Nepal 
is being throttled of supplies of 
fuel, cooking and heating gas, and 
medicines. The only thing that is 
flourishing is the black market. A 
recent international news item on 
the situation here had the very 
acute headline: Running on Empty. 

The Madhesis themselves (whose 
leaders are supposedly acting 
in their interests) are suffering 
terribly as well. Innumerable 
businesses have collapsed. 

Schools and colleges have been 
closed for months, and students 
will have lost at least a year of 
academic progress. Relief work 
for post-earthquake survivors has 
inevitably slowed to a trickle.

In Nepal, as in every country, there 
is much to give thanks for, but 
also much to fight against.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS
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For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Stitch by stitch   

In Grenada, NMA post holder 
Marie Douyon-Pierre manages a 
community sewing project. 

Over the past year, 13 women 
from the communities of St Paul 
and La Borie have registered for 
the project, which in turn has given 
them the opportunity to learn a 
skill and use it to improve their 
quality of life. Thanks to the NMA 
funding, people with low finances 
have been able to attend the 
sewing classes without the fear of 
not being able to pay the fee.

When the project began, getting 
hold of supplies for the classes 
was a major challenge. However, 
the local congregation made an 
appeal on behalf of the class. 

Some church members living in 
the USA responded; the materials 
they sent helped get the class off 
the ground. 

“I have learned a new skill which 
will enable me to produce clothes 

for my family and myself,” one 
course participant said. “The 
course was very beneficial to my 
overall personal development,” 
said another. “I have now acquired 
a skill, which can be an income 
earner.”

Musicology   

Music has always played a 
vital role in Methodism 
– and Ayité Hillah is 

helping the Methodist Church 
in Togo develop and build on its 
musical wealth and heritage. 

Ayité is the recipient of an NMA 
grant. Part of his work brief is 
to enable Church revival through 
music, and to develop youth 
creativity. Over the past few years, 
Ayité has helped the Church’s 
Music Department achieve a 
number of things, including 

producing a hymn book in Ewe, 
one of Togo’s national languages. 

“Our department has made 
progress by God’s grace,” says 
Ayité. “The Ewe hymn book has 
allowed church services to go 
more smoothly. We also assisted 
in a seminar with the Protestant 
Methodist Church in Ghana, where 
they released a hymn book for 
Sunday school children. 

“Back in Togo, we met some 
young people from the parish in 
Kouvé who wished to learn music. 
At Zafi we held an introduction 

to music workshop, and taught 
young choristers and some of 
the parish leaders a bit of music 
theory. Our biggest challenge is 
teaching the pastors, evangelists 
and preachers the idea of music 
interpretation and helping them 
to master our Ewe and Mina 
hymn books. We also hope to 
form an orchestra to help liven up 
worship services during our annual 
Conference.”

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

A message to young 
Methodists in Britain 
from Brenda Muzvuve, 
Zimbabwe’s Methodist 
Youth President: 
“Whatever you decide 
to do as young people, 
you should do with 
all your might. If you 
decide to dance for 
the Lord, do it with 
all your might. If you 
decide to sing for him, 
do it with all your 
might. If you decide 
to preach, preach with 
all your might.  Make 
sure you use your time 
efficiently, because 
once time is lost you 
can’t regain it.”

Praise God for the Amity 
Foundation, their various projects 
across China, and the thousands 
of people who benefit from their 
work. 

Pray for the Methodist Church in 
Togo that it may indeed enable 
Church revival through music, 
and develop creativity amongst 
its young people.

Give thanks for all those in 
Grenada, in the communities of 
St Paul and La Borie who have 
been blessed by the community 
sewing project.

Thank God for Barry Sloan’s 
Columban pilgrimage and the 
resulting fundraising projects for 

mission in the German United 
Methodist Church.

Please continue to pray for Nepal 
as it continues to deal with post-
earthquake reconstruction efforts 
and now the border blockade 
with India. 

Praise God for the Methodist 
Church in Cuba and the great 
growth it has experienced over 
the past few years and pray that 
it continues to thrive.

Picture: Jacques Iselin, 
the Elements of the Holy 
Communion. From the 
Methodist Modern Art 
Collection, © TMCP, used with 
permission.

PRAYER POINTS
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