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“But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, 

then peaceable, gentle, 
willing to yield, full of 

mercy and good fruits, 
without a trace of 

partiality or hypocrisy.”
James 3:17 (NRSV)
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Bishop Ivan Abrahams, General 
Secretary of the World 
Methodist Council, will be 

taking up semi-permanent residence 
at Methodist Church House, London, 
following the official opening of a new 
desk for the World Methodist Council 
European Office.

Present at the opening were Kirby 
Hickey, Treasurer/CFO of the WMC; 
Doug Swanney, Connexional Secretary; 
David Friswell, World Church Relations 
Team Leader; representative members 
of the WMC British Committee and 
members of the Connexional Team. 
Notably absent from the event was 

Bishop Ivan Abrahams himself, who 
was not able to attend due to illness. 
In his place, Kirby Hickey officially 
unveiled the desk – cutting a paper 
chain reflecting the broken slave chains 
that are depicted around the sides of 
the Methodist Church House font.

 “It is very fitting that the first European 
desk of the World Methodist Council 
should be set up in London, where 
the first ever meeting of the World 
Methodist Council first took place all 
those years ago,” Kirby said. “It’s a 
great honour to be opening this desk 
and may it grow our already close links 
even closer.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

WMC European Desk opens

Kirby Hickey unveils the WMC Europe Desk
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A home for girls 

The Hanne Home for Girls has 
offered a home to poor girls 
from marginalised Christian 

communities in rural Sindh, 
Pakistan, for over 25 years. 

The hostel (which belongs to the 
Diocese of Hyderabad, Church 
of Pakistan) has seen more than 
200 girls come through its doors. 
These girls all received a quality 
education that transformed their 
lives, and now work as teachers, 
nurses, NGO workers and more.  

Last year, the hostel was left 
in a difficult situation when its 
major supporter abruptly withdrew 
its support. The hostel had to 
downsize its staff, and 50 of the 
75 girls who were staying there 
had to leave. Only girls from 
extremely poor backgrounds 
(including orphans, bonded 
labourers and girls from broken 
families) were kept on.

Support from the Methodist 
Church in Britain has enabled 
Hyderabad Diocese to continue 
looking after the remaining girls 
during the past year. “The Diocese 
will always remain grateful to the 
UK Methodist Church for all the 

financial assistance to overcome 
and manage the difficult situation 
of Hanne Home,” said Bishop 
Kaleem John, fourth bishop of the 
Diocese of Hyderabad. 

Bishop John highlighted the story 
of Ambreen and Anjli, two sisters 
from a very poor family. “Their 
mother is disabled and cannot 
walk, and their father died two 
years ago,” he said. “After his 
death, it was hard for the mother 
to look after her two daughters 

properly. Their granny, who is very 
old, tried her best to help. The 
girls were expelled from school 
shortly after their father died, 
because they couldn’t afford to 
pay their school fees.” 

A local pastor paid the girls’ 
mother and grandmother a visit, 
and heard about the difficulties 
they were having. The pastor – 
who also preaches in the church 
that’s linked to the Hanne Home 
– told them about the home. He 
then discussed the girls’ situation 
with the Hanne Home, and got 
both Ambreen and Anjli registered.  

“The mother and granny are 
grateful to Hanne Home and all its 
supporters for helping to give their 
girls a future,” said Bishop John. 
“They are really encouraged to see 
them growing spiritually and  
socially. Ambreen wants to be a 
doctor while Anjli is interested  
in becoming a teacher. They are  
good students and they pray  
regularly.” 

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

A Lent worship service

Girls playing tug-of-war during Hanne Home’s annual sports day

Learning to cook in a life skills  
development class

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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A ‘saint’ in Rio

The Revd Maria do Carmo 
Moreira Lima is the 
coordinator of a ministry in 

Brazil that reaches out to youth 

offenders. She works with three 

rival gangs, using a combination 

of dialogue, reflections and Bible 

studies.   

“We conduct Conflict Mediation 

activities between the three rival 

gangs, including a neutral panel 

which is not connected with the 

gangs,” Maria says. “A major 

challenge is keeping the pastoral 

work with different gangs in the 
same group. Employees are 
afraid that the detainees will act 
with violence. However they have 
shown me great respect and their 
behaviour has been exemplary.

“I have worked with adolescents 
as a Methodist pastor for over 20 
years, and for the first time ever, 
after participating in socialization 
activities with teenage members 
of the most feared gang in Rio 
de Janeiro, some of these gang 
members called me a ‘saint’. I 
am looking to lead them in the 
best way I can, as if they were my 
children.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

For more information, please 
contact Sandra Lopez 

at wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Training leaders for Rwanda 

Bunmi Olayisade, Partnership 
Coordinator for Africa, 
recently visited Rwanda, 

where she got to see how the 
Scholarship and Leadership Training 
(SALT) programme is playing a 
key role in the development of 
Rwanda’s Free Methodist Church. 

Bunmi met the Revd Jeremy 
Serugo, Conference Secretary 
for the Free Methodist Church 
Rwanda, who is studying for a 
Masters degree in Theology and 

Development at Uganda Christian 
University. Jeremy shared how 
the SALT funding the Church has 
received from the Methodist Church 
in Britain has “boosted confidence 
and improved leadership quality” 
since our partnership with the 
Rwanda Church was formalised in 
2014. 

Another student Bunmi met was 
Rachel Mukamudenge, the only 
female Masters student from 
the church. Ruth is studying 

development, focusing on savings 
and credit associations among 
Rwandan women. Her long-term goal 
is to empower women in financial 
issues, and to support sustainable 
development programmes.

“When I met with the students 
last year, they were apprehensive 
about studying in a different country 
and a different language,” Bunmi 
says. “Now they exude confidence 
and look forward to influencing  
their communities and church 
members positively. They all plan 
to  contribute to the Free Methodist 
Church Rwanda’s vision locally and 
globally. What remarkable progress 
by the Rwandan Methodists!”

For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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FOR EVEN MORE  
UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM 

OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE 
OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/

mission/world-church/world-
church-news

Relocation, relocation, relocation
by Julia Edwards

“Rising seas are impacting on our atoll communities; people’s 
livelihoods are already affected, and the Anglican Church of 
Melanesia (ACoM) has taken the decision to accompany communities 
experiencing climate-related hardships”, said the general secretary 
of ACoM, Dr Abraham Hauriasi, during his opening welcome to 
participants at the start of a three-day relocation workshop in 
Honiara. 

Solomon Islands, a Pacific sovereign state to the east of Papua New 
Guinea, comprises nearly one thousand islands and is home to more 
than half a million people, most of whom live around the coasts of 
the main islands of Choiseul, Guadalcanal, Malaita, New Georgia, San 
Cristobal and Santa Isabel. 

Some communities, however, are very remote as they are located on  
low-lying atolls, known as the ‘Polynesian Outliers’, hundreds of miles  
(or days by boat) away from the larger islands; while others, 
geographically closer, live on artificial islands, built many centuries 
ago by their ancestors from blocks of the surrounding reef. All are 
vulnerable to the effects of rising seas.

The Pacific Conference of Churches was approached by ACoM 
to conduct awareness training on the issue of relocation. Over 
the course of three days in March 2016, more than thirty people 
attended the meeting, drawn from affected, low-lying island 
communities, government ministries and ACoM head office staff. 
The participants gained understanding about the science of climate 
change, shared their personal experiences and learned about 
relocations elsewhere in the Pacific, before offering their own 
approach to the issue.

Satellite data 
shows that 
sea levels 
have risen 
near Solomon 
Islands by 
8mm per 
year since 
1993 – more 
than twice the 
global average 
of 2.8mm to 
3.6mm.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Teaching 
virtues    

Civilla Kentish manages an 
after school programme 
at the Eleos Centre, in the 

Leeward Islands District. 

One aspect of the project is 
its ‘virtues’ programme, which 
addresses the students’ spiritual 
and social well being. It seeks to 
help students analyse their own 
behaviour and how their behaviour 
impacts on others. Students are 
encouraged to put some of the 
lessons learned in the sessions 
into practice not only in their homes 
but in their schools. They are 
encouraged to share the information 
with their parents and siblings.

There are currently 35 students 
registered on the programme, 
aged between 6 and 11. According 
to Civilla, the students are growing 
in self-esteem and confidence. 
Some have started entering 
literary competitions, and others 
who are top of their class in 
Mathematics are volunteering to 
help those who are struggling. 
Others are volunteering for various 
jobs in their schools, becoming 
teachers’ assistants, class 
monitors, garbage inspectors and 
sports captains. 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

A young worship leader at the Church of the Good Samaritan, Managua, 
Nicaragua. The Methodist Church in Britain supports the Evangelical Methodist 
Church in Nicaragua through its active community outreach work, especially 
amongst children and young people. Providing a good meal and a safe 
environment not only nourishes and offers space but gives young people the 
opportunity to actively participate in the life and worship of the Church. 

Praise God for the Hanne Home in Pakistan, and for the safety of 
Christian worship areas, communities and institutions. 

Pray for communities in Solomon Islands, whose lives are impacted 
by the daily realities of climate change, and who may face relocation 
away from their island homes. 

Praise the Lord for the Virtues after-school programme. Pray that the 
children on the programme will continue to grow spiritually and  in 
wisdom. 

Thank God for the role that SALT is playing in the development of the 
Free Methodist Church Rwanda. 

Pray for Revd Maria do Carmo Moreira Lima and her work with youth 
offenders in Brazil.

Pray for the work of the World Methodist Council, and for Bishop Ivan 
Abrahams, as he takes up semi-permanent residence at Methodist 
Church House. 

PRAYER POINTS
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