
Journeying  
towards peace 

The Christian life is often 
compared to a journey. However, 
we Christians tend to float 

through life, dealing with things as 

and when we bump into them. What if 

we were to approach our lives in the 

same way we would a journey to a 

far-off land? To decide what we want 

our final destination to be, the things 

of significance we want to see along 

the way, the activities we want to take 

part in, and then to commit them all to 

God? 

The National Council of Churches 

in Korea (NCCK) is doing just that. 

Seventy-two years since the end of 

the Korean War and the division of the 

Korean Peninsula, tensions between 

the US and North Korea are at their 

highest in decades, with an increase in 

joint US-South Korea military exercises 
and North Korea responding by test 
launching an inter-continental ballistic 
missile. Instead of adopting a ‘wait 
and see’ attitude, the NCCK (with the 
help of MCB and other international 
partners) has decided it wants to 
see peace and unity on the Korean 
Peninsula, and is journeying towards 
this aim. 

In June, 24 delegates from the NCCK 
attended the Methodist Conference in 
Birmingham, where Father Kim Hyeon 
Ho led worship and the Revd Lee Moon 
Sook spoke about peace-building from 
the perspective of Korean women. They 
then travelled to London, where they 
spoke at an ecumenical gathering at 
the House of Lords (pictured), led by 
Lord Leslie Griffiths. 

On 7-8 July, the Ecumenical Forum for 
Peace, Reunification and Development 
Cooperation on the Korean Peninsula 
(EFK) convened in Leipzig, Germany. 
Thirty-two people from churches and 
related organisations from North 
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“Happy is the nation 
whose God is the 
LORD, the people 

whom he has chosen 
as his heritage.”  

Psalm 33:12 NRSV
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Mandapasalai is a 
village in Tamil Nadu, 
south India. For years, 

community tensions – usually 
along religious lines – kept 
people apart and local women 
lived with the threat of violence. 
But thanks to the Mandapasalai 
Peace Centre, women of different 
faiths have a safe space to 
meet, and are now enjoying good 
relationships with each other. 

“Although most of the people 
living here do not subscribe 
to violence, there is always a 
hint of unfriendly behaviour and 
intolerance,” says Kasta Dip, who 
runs the Mandapasalai Peace 
Centre. Under Kasta’s leadership, 
the Peace Centre has provided 
IT skills training for women and 
young people, and held forums for 
local people to discuss community 
problems and come up with 
solutions to them.

“Previously there was a wide gap 
between Christians and Hindus, 

both socially and culturally,” says 
one of the local women who use 
the Peace Centre. “Now we live 
in unity. During the Diwali and 
Christmas festivals, we share food 
together.”

“After completing the computer 
training at the Peace Centre, I 
now have the confidence to stand 
on my own two feet and look 
for employment,” says another 

woman. “We thank the India Peace 
Centre for this initiative.” 

The Methodist Church in 
Britain has supported the Peace 
Centre with a grant of £6,000. 
“The Peace Centre is bringing 
peace,” says Connexional Grants 
Team Leader Julian Bond. “It’s 
doing what Jesus told us to do, 
which is to make peace between 
ourselves.” 

continued from page 1 
Korea, South Korea and seven 
other countries took part in the 
meeting, which was hosted by the 
World Communion of Reformed 
Churches (WCRC).

From Mimi Han, representing 
the YWCA in the Republic of 
Korea, who asked for “more safe 
and inclusive space for youth 

and women at the decision-
making table,” to Steve Pearce, 
partnership coordinator for Asia 
with the Methodist Church in 
Britain, who asked for “concrete 
actions for peace from the 
international community,” 
participants felt strongly that 
churches have a role in building 
peace.

“The responsibility we carry 
as churches from this meeting 
is to speak of this need at every 
opportunity and to contribute to 
the building of a new and fair 
understanding of the present 
reality,” Steve Pearce said. “Having 
heard the pain of my brothers and 
sisters in the North and the South, 
I certainly pledge to do this.”

Journeying towards peace

Bringing peace

For more information, please contact Steve Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

Tamil  
Nadu
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Children have rights too! 

The first time Carlos Daniel 
Silva Quecán tried to explain 
to the children of Morcá that 

they had rights – and that those 
rights included the right to play and 
to rest – they laughed in his face.

“These children work in coal 
mines from 4am to 7am every 
morning before going to school, 
and then go back to the mines 
after school finishes at 2pm,” says 
Carlos. “They had no knowledge 
about children’s rights.”

Carlos is an NMA post-
holder working with our partner 
organisation, CEPALC (el Centro 
Ecumenico Popular para America 
Latina de Comunicación, the Latin 
American ecumenical social centre 
for communications).  

Morcá – where Carlos and CEPALC 
are currently working with children 
and young people – is a very poor 
community in the Department of 
Boyacá in central Colombia. Coal 
mining is Morcá’s main source of 
income. 

“We’re using video-making 
workshops to explain children’s 
rights to them,” Carlos explains. 
“We’ve taught them how to 
produce videos on some of 
the problems from which 
their community suffers. In 
communities like Morcá, young 
people get married at a very 
early age, so the first video we 
produced with the children was on 
sexual and reproductive rights.  
We then made one on looking 

after the environment, because 
the coal mining is destroying the 
area’s nature and giving the young 
people asthma. 

“Last Christmas they were very 
happy when in the days prior to 
Christmas we celebrated what we 
in Colombia call the ‘novena’. We 
prepared a big show with songs, 
videos, dances and reflections 
on the social problems, and 
took them to the neighbouring 
city of Sogamoso, where they 
visited different neighbourhoods 
and radio stations. For many of 
the young people, this was a 
big event as they spend all their 
time in Morcá and never have 
opportunities to visit other  
towns.” 

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.
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Children create posters after learning about their rights at a  
CEPALC workshop. One poster says “We have the right to  
live in peace” (left picture); another says “We want respect” (right picture).
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Showers of blessing 

A double whammy of drought 
and an invasion of the 
armyworm caterpillar earlier 

this year left Zimbabwe struggling 
to feed its people. According to 
mission partners Jonathan and 
Isabel Hill, things are improving, 
but the struggle is still there.

“Everywhere you looked was 
dry and bare, but our good Lord 
has blessed us with plenty of 
rain,” says Isabel. “Thanks to 
the Almighty for covering our 
fears of running out of water. The 
city dams were running empty. 
Now water rationing has been 
lifted. While we are happy about 
the blessing of rains, a lot of 
destruction also happened: roads 
and bridges were washed away, 
some houses were destroyed and 
crops were destroyed in some 
areas.”

Methodists in Zimbabwe have 
responded to the crisis in a 
number of ways. In Bulawayo, the 
Matthew Rusike Children’s Home 
is setting up vegetable gardens. 
This will be as an income-
generating project, as well as 

providing food for orphans in the 
communities. Jonathan and Isabel 
have been supporting feeding 
schemes for young children at 
Thekwane Primary School Pongola, 
KwaZulu-Natal, and further south 
at Twayi-twayi. At Thekwane 
Primary School, the Zimbabwean 
government has stepped in and 
started helping by providing some 
ingredients for the children’s 
meals. “If the food situation in 
the local community improves, we 

may be able to divert resources 
to helping the children in other 
ways,” says Jonathan.

Everywhere you  
looked was dry 
and bare, but our  
good Lord has  
blessed us with  
plenty of rain.

For more information, please contact Olubunmi Olayiasade at wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Isabel giving a talk to some children

While we are  
happy about the 
blessing of rains,  

a lot of destruction  
also happened.
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in World Church 
News are supported by the 
Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.

You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

Two of the children who come to Play4All in Kamatipa, Zambia, enjoy a game 
of draughts on a homemade board. Kind donors have given Play4All some 
secondhand games, but staff have had to make others (such as draughts) 
themselves. 

Pray for CEPALC and the work of Carlos Daniel 
Silva Quecán. Pray that all children – not just 
those in Colombia – will be able to exercise their 
rights.  

Praise God for the work of the India Peace Centre 
amongst women and girls, and for the way it 
has succeeded in uniting people irrespective of 
religion, caste or creed. 

Please journey with the NCCK by interceding in 
prayer for peace and unity between North and 
South Korea.

Praise God for the return of rain to Zimbabwe, and 
pray for all the projects Zimbabwean Methodists 
have got going to provide food for those who need it.

PRAYER POINTS
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