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Dear Friends, 

I cannot believe 6 weeks have gone by 
since leaving UK for Papua New Guinea 
(PNG). I was sent forth by your prayers 
especially from the Methodist Church at 
Davenport Road, Witney. United Church 
PNG is the partner church I’m placed 
with.  My base is at East New Britain 
Province which is a 2-hour flight from 
Port Moresby, the capital. 

Praise God for journey mercies. Two days 
after landing I received my work permit 
issued for 3 years. I moved into an 
apartment by the sea two weeks ago.  
 
Work started in earnest in the following 
institutions: 
 
George Brown High School 
This school was established just before 
the Second World War. A number of 
prominent people in PNG finished from 
this institution. 
 
Currently, the school has a student 
population of about 800 in grades 9 and 
10 plus 28 teaching staff.  Half of the 
students and most of the teachers live 
on the school grounds. Average age of 
student is 18 as formal schooling does 
not start till a child is 7. The latest index 
from last year’s exam results placed this 
school at the bottom in the East New 
Britain Province.   

I observed some lessons, read up on the 
school policies.  The teachers have good 
teaching skills and the policies could not 
be written better. Students understand 
English (language used in Textbooks, 
teaching and exams) but most are not 
confident in speaking. 
 
What is wrong? – you ask.  There is a 
laidback attitude at the school where 
everyone does their own thing including 
students.  There are hardly any processes 
in place to implement, monitor, evaluate 
and give feedback on the written  
policies. 
 
For starters, I have 2 groups to work 
with, teaching Staff and the Prefects.  
 
Grade 10 students will be taking their 
national exams in two months’ time and I 
help out with revision Maths classes. The 
Grade 10 prefects will be handing over 
to the nominated Grade 9s. This is   a 
good time to work with the new group on 
establishing and carrying out their duties 
with the hope of them running the school. 
Discussions and training of the prefects 
have begun and take place every Sunday 
evening. 
 
Staff including Management are keen to 
help students achieve their potential.  

As I learnt during my training at the 
Mission College, All Nations Christian 
College (ANCC), I’m observing at the 
moment, with the hope of learning more 
about the environment and seeing how 
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what is already there can be used to 
make systems work better. 
 
School of Theology and Mission - 
Rarongo 
My accommodation is situated at the 
School of Theology and Mission which is 
a 15-minute walk to the High School. One 
day a week is dedicated to this college.  
I have been assigned to work with the 
women in improving their English and to 
train students in acquiring computing 
skills.  There are a number of women on 
the site, but only a few who can afford 
the fees to attend lessons. I am in 
dialogue with the Women’s Coordinator on 
how more women can be reached. There 
is a class for the women on setting up 
businesses which is very interesting as 
some of them had businesses which had 
stopped when they moved to the college 
with their husbands.  I am encouraging 
discussions on what the issues are and 
how THEY can solve them (Roland Lubett 
– lecturer in Integral Mission will be 
proud of me). 
 
Teacher Training College - Gaulim 
 This is the third institution where I 
work.  I will be spending Fridays here, an 
hour’s drive from Rarongo. The Principal 
of the school is looking forward to 
working with me now I have transport. 
 
Staff at the United Church Assembly 
Office have been very welcoming and 
helpful in making sure I settle in. People 
at the institutions have also accepted me 
into their communities.  I am picking up 
Tok Pisin (everyone’s second language, a 

form of broken English) along the way.  I 
sometimes walk bare feet like the locals 
and sit on the floor, which is fun. Next 
thing you know I might have my hair in an 
afro (not sure about that). 
 
There are lots of things to do. My prayer is 
for wisdom, discernment and enablement to 
be of assistance in Jesus’ name. 
 
I do appreciate  
your prayers and  
support.  Please  
note that the 
internet is very,  
very slow. This  
makes 
downloading big attachments and pictures 
very expensive. There are plans to 
improve the service soon. 
 
Blessings, 
Wande  x 

Prayer Points: 
• For a sense of commitment and 

care from staff at George Brown 
High School 

• To be able to discern and 
identify local people to work 
with, who will implement 
processes 

• To find ways to reach more 
women at the theological college, 
Rarongo 

• For my goods (containing useful 
resources) to be freighted from 
the UK soon to arrive at PNG 
safely. 

Praise Points: 
• For journey mercies from 

the UK to PNG 
• Issue of work permit  
• Good accommodation 


