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Season’s Greetings!!! 
Dear Friends,

Hope you had a time with family and friends this Christmas 
and looking forward to a prosperous 2017.

2016 has been an interesting year for me. Finished my first 
mission term .  Spent furlough (early 2016) in the UK 
travelling from York to Northern Ireland, Witney, Cornwall, 
London and Manchester speaking to congregations about my 
work in Papua New Guinea (PNG). Also completed an 
intensive CELTA course to enable me teach English as a 
second language.

Started the second mission term late April.  The new 
placement is at Niu Ailan (New Ireland), PNG. My base at the 
United Church Regional Station, Ligga which is a 6-minute 
drive from Kavieng (capital of the province). Spent the first 
month processing my work permit.

My duties include working at Manggai secondary school (UC 
agency school, 35-minute drive from Ligga), the 
Pastors’College at Ligga and the United Church in general.
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Praise points 

1.  Successful hosting 
of the UC General Assembly 
Meeting at Ligga in October 
2016. 

2. The hard work of 
Administration and Staff at 
Manggai secondary school 
for the improvement of 
Academic and Welfare of 
students 

3. For the successful 
start of my Second Mission 
Term with new assignments 
in a new place. 

Contact details: 

United Church, Niu Ailan 
Region, Ligga. PO BOX 
102, Kavieng, Papua New 
Guinea. 

Email: webofin@gmail. 

Blog: http://

pngtips2.wordpress.com 

Please inform me of any 

changes to your details or 

if you do not want to 

receive any newsletter. 

P n  G   Tips-2

My residence at Ligga - Downstairs flat 
at the back

http://pngtips2.wordpress.com
http://pngtips2.wordpress.com
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At Manggai, I was 
assigned to teach 
General Mathematics 
to Grade 11s. Offered 
to teach ICT to grade 
12s when their teacher 
left suddenly. Its been 
great getting to know 
the students.  Staff are 
friendly and 
accommodating. The 
staff, under new administration with good support from the 
church worked as team to improve academic and welfare of 
the students.

Due to the fact that I arrived in the middle of the academic 
year, I was not able to teach the women at the pastors' 
college. Their program was already fully planned. The college 
Admin would like me to teach English to the the women and 
their pastors starting next year.

The UC station at 
Ligga was very busy 
this year with lots of 
building and sewing 
projects in 
preparation for 
hosting the UC 
General Assembly 
which took place in 
October. Managed 
to get the sewing 

women to take part in 
Zumba exercise sessions. 

Early August, I received a 
visit from my Methodist 
Church, UK, Partnership 
Coordinator making sure I 
had settled into my new 
assignment. 

I went on a weekend 
retreat, later in the month, 

with the student prefects of Manggai. This took place at 
Kimadan (a 2-hour drive from Manggai) . The purpose of the 
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Prayer Points 

1. 2017 is the election 
year in PNG. Pray that the 
right people will be selected 
to move the country forward, 
administer funds 
appropriately, encourage 
grass root community 
developments and reduce 
corruption. 

2. For the Youths in PNG. 
For good role models to lead, 
motive and help them develop 
skills to enable engagement 
and usefulness to themselves 
and their communities. For 
reduction in teenage 
pregnancies. That the girls 
will be encouraged to be 
assertive and discourage 
unwanted pressure. 

3. With movement of 
teachers, there will be a new 
group of staff at Manggai 
Secondary for 2017. Pray that 
the new team will be 
committed to improve on the 
success of 2016. 

4. UC church to grow 
spiritually, physically and 
financially. That God will 
strengthen the Moderator with 
wisdom and vision to move 
the church forward. For the 
Regional Bishops to work 
together with the Moderator 
in building the kingdom of 
God – addressing social 
issues.  

Grade 11 General Maths Class

With visiting ex-student of GBHS

Zumba session with the women

MCB Partnership Corodinator 
at Manggai Secondary
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retreat was for the students to identify issues affecting the running of the school and come up with 
solutions. It was also the handing over of duties from the grade 12s to the 
Grade 11 prefects.  Gave them a challenge to learn and present a song.  
Did teach them a dance routine which everyone enjoyed.

With my apartment being on the ground, there was problem with four-
legged fiends getting in. A local friend then brought a cat which was 
named Ginger and he grew on me. His presence seem to be keeping the 
fiends away.

Went for a niece’s wedding in the UK early in October and on trying to 
reenter PNG, I was informed that my visa had expired. I thought the visa 
was included in my renewed  work permit which was what happened in 
the first one I received 3 years ago. Anyway, I was placed on the last plane 
back to Australia after travelling for 2 days from the UK. Got the visa 
processed in Brisbane and went back to PNG. Due to being turned away, 
I missed representing MCB at the UC General Assembly meeting. Also 
missed the graduation at Manggai secondary.

In the last Friday of October, I returned from having dinner with 
other volunteers in town to find that the daughter of my 
neighbour upstairs gave birth to a baby boy in the house. My 
friend is a nurse and the UC Health Secretary.  I was asked to 
name baby to remember me by. Gave the name David after the 
man in the bible and hope the baby will imbibe his good character.  
I now have a god-grandson  or ‘Bubu’ in Tokpisin :-).

The first set of students I 
took through Numeracy 
and Literacy courses at 

School of Theological and Mission (STM), Rarongo graduated 
this year. I flew to East New Britain for the graduation late 
November only to discover that the Women and MSc  
graduating were also my students. It was great seeing everyone 
again.

Got close to a PNG lady who was once a missionary to 
Mozambique. She is also an ex-Manggai student. Discussed 
with her on how the ex-students can support Manggai School.  
She got the vision and ran with it. She got in touch with 
another ex-student who was around on holiday from Port 
Moresby. I was roped into attending their first meeting which took place this December. An alumni 
group was formed and members of a committee selected. Their first goal is to raise funds to help 
construct a Chapel in the school before the school’s 50th anniversary of existence in 2018.

It’s now end of school year holidays till end of January 2017.  I’ve had an ex-student of George Brown 
High visit the first 2 weeks of holiday.  Due to being in and out of countries all year, I decided to stay 
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Weekend retreat with SRC 
Manggai at Kimadan - Prefects 

working through issues

With my neighbour upstairs

The Diploma 3 Graduates - STM Rarongo
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where I am for the holidays, rest and catch up on admin work such as writing this newsletter.  
Looking forward to an adventurous 2017.

Wishing you God’s blessings in the New Year 2017.  You are welcome to read details of my exploits on 
my new blog site (see contact details above).

Yours in Christ,

Wande xx
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Observing the women’s class-Pastors’ College, Ligga

Ginger - the cat that grew on me with a new 
addition , Bolttu

Women graduating— STM Rarongo


