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One year on……….. 

Dear Friends, 

This time last year, I 

landed on the shores of PNG. 

How time flies… 

 

The orientation course I attended at 

Goroka last January was very 

informative and useful.  Made 

connections with church workers from 

other denominations. 

 

Secondary schools in PNG are currently 

in between terms 2 and 3. With 

students on 2 weeks holiday and 

teachers on one having spent last week 

on in-service training. 

 

George Brown High School (GBHS) 

With PNG government implementing 

free education, class sizeshave 

increased from 45 to 60. The idea is a 

good especially in conjunction with 

global millennium goal. However there is 

the need for in-depth planning and 

supply of resources to schools 

 

I have a grade 9 maths class that I 

teach regularly. Also taught grade 9 the 

technical drawing (TD) part of Practical 

Skills subject in term 1 and grade 10 in 

term 2.  This is in addition to ongoing 

support of the school Management and 

staff.  

 

The SRC (prefects) are still going 

strong.   Towards the end of term 2, 

the group had a ‘coffee’ evening at my 

place with the teacher I work with. It 

was good to see the student leaders 

discuss on issues and solutions affecting 

the school. 

 

A new venture was to enter top maths 

students in grades 9 and 10 for the 

Australian Maths Competition taking 

place in August this year.  I meet with 

group of about 30 students once a week 

to coach them in problem solving. 

 

A simplified database system which will 

store students’ information, produce 

class lists and from which ID cards can 

be printed has been developed. We are 

now at the data entry stage. Quite a 

number of schools are interested in the 

using the product. 

 

Next term, with hardly any TD classes 

to be taught, I will incorporate working 

with the new teachers through lesson 

observations, give feedback and check 

documents. 

 

School of Theology 

and Mission – 

Rarongo (STM) 

The Theology college 

started a Certificate 
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Dolphin watching at Mioko 

course for the first time and I was asked to 

develop and deliver program for Maths and 

English classes. I had a lovely time teaching 

a class of 12 adults (all men except for one) 

last semester.  Also taught keyboard skills 

(typing , word processing and powerpoint) to 

the women. Looking forward to continuing 

the same next semester. 

 

My joy is seeing the launching of the After-

School Study Support Program (ASSP) for 

the school children at Rarongo on Thursday 

evenings. This started in 

May and is aimed to 

support their learning. The 

children are placed in 4 

groups (Prep – E2, Gr3-4, 

Gr5-7 and Gr8-10).  We 

started with 3 tutors and 

myself, one left and after 

an appeal, 4 new tutors joined 

the group. 3 of the new ones are students 

from the certificate class I teach. I meet 

with the tutors on Tuesdays to plan for 

delivery on Thursdays. The children love 

learning in an informal way. I recently 

collected the primary school curriculum to 

help with planning. 

 

Teacher Training College - Gaulim  

There has been a lot of staff reshuffling 

and building works at the Gaulim.  So far, I 

have not been requested to teach.  

 

The principal of the primary school nearby 

which is owned by United Church has asked 

if I could give in-service training to 

teachers on Maths methodologies next 

term. 

 

On the not so pleasant side, I have been 

burgled 3 times in the past year. One on the 

car and the last 2 at my house while I was 

sleeping.  The last one took place recently. 

When I responded to a noise outside my 

place, I found a man just entering my place 

through a window. The intruder grapped my 

laptop and jumped out of the same window 

when he saw me. The good news is the 

buglar has been caught by the police and my 

place has been secured. However the laptop 

was returned damaged and unusable. 

 

On a much lighter note, I have been 

able to meet up with other 

volunteer expats for socials.  I 

recently went with a few friends to 

Mioko, Duke of York Island for a 

long weekend. The views were 

stunning.  Saw hundreds of dolphins 

and we also went snorkelling.  

 

I thank God for His guidance and 

protection. Also for your continued prayers 

and support. May you be richly blessed. 

 

Yours In Christ, 

Wande  x 

 

Praise Points: 

 Completing the database program 

 After-School Study Support 

Program at Rarongo 

 God’s guidance and protection 

 

Prayer Points: 

 PNG government is currently in 

turmoil with accusations going back 

and forth which includes the PM.  

Pray that wisdom will reign. 

 Committed and dedicated Tutors 

for ASSP, Rarongo 

 Provision and enablement to set up 

a computer network for teachers at 

GBHS 

 Continue praying for Spiritual 

awareness and breakthroughs in the 

communities. That God will make a 

way in the wilderness and streams 

in the wasteland. 

 


