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Greetings from 

Hong Kong 

Five years passes very quickly when you are enjoying 

yourself! It was in the autumn of 2010 that we were 

challenged to consider the post of Superintendent at 

Methodist International Church, Hong Kong (MIC). The 

opportunity has been a privilege and a delight. MIC is young, dynamic and, with the backing of Methodists in 

HK, has been willing to take on a remarkable project of rebuilding. But it is the desire for a deepening faith, the 

commitment to serving the community and a willingness to face big visions which is most compelling about 

this church, its leaders and members. 

The ‘Breaking News’ for MIC is that my successor will be Revd Eden Fletcher. Eden is presently working with 

the Methodist Church in Vietnam and was for many years the Superintendent of the Brunswick Mission in 

Newcastle. He came to meet the congregation and leaders over the first weekend of June. Methodist 

Ministers don’t often get the opportunity to preach when considering a new appointment (though thankfully I 

had that opportunity twice), but it was the opportunity to preach and be in worship that sealed the invitation 

and his response. Rosie and I are delighted that Eden can come in January 2017 and there is the possibility of 

continuing support for the Church in Vietnam. His proximity to HK means we can have an excellent handover. 

So that brings us to the date at which I shall ‘retire’ (whatever that will 

mean for us)! Our final services here will be on Advent Sunday, 27 

November. The following week we will return home and we are looking 

forward very much to celebrating Christmas with all our family. In fact it 

will be the first Christmas we have spent in our home in Edgar Road, 

sharing again in the delights Advent and Christmas in Winchester.  

So a family round up: Beth is now working in a social work team based in 

Winchester delivering training on the deprivation of liberty safeguards 

and working as a best interests assessor. She is enjoying working close to 

home and with Cory enjoys Winchester and travelling widely! Lydia is now 

Restaurant Manager of the excellent Ivy Market Grill in Covent Garden 

and Dan is now landlord of the Champion pub in 

Notting Hill – we are looking forward to savouring 

both places! Tom has just returned from 18 exciting 

months travelling in SE Asia and working in New 

Zealand and is making plans for the future. It will be 

wonderful to be able to support them more and to 

enjoy more family events. 

The last six months have been a roller coaster. My 

colleague Marybeth Asher-Lawson indicated this 

spring that she and Scott felt that after sixteen years 

it was time to return to the USA. That has been quite 
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a blow as Marybeth has been such a wonderful colleague. However we had celebratory ‘goodbyes’ for her, 

Scott and Grace with junk trips, parties galore and a wonderful final service on 26 June.  

Because we needed to be here working at MIC this July and August, we took a brief holiday in early June and 

relished the opportunity to be back in our home in Edgar Road. It was wonderful to enjoy family meals and we 

were able to be at the final services of Dean James Atwell, as part of the Winchester Cathedral community. It 

was a joy to share in worship but a bit of a shock at the elderly nature of British Christianity. However we look 

forward in 2017 to having a rest for a few months and then working out what our role and ministry will be in 

the future. It was in September 1973 that I went to my first appointment in Deptford and Greenwich, Rosie 

came up to Goldsmiths College and we met at St Mark’s Greenwich. The last forty-three years have been quite 

a journey; we have learned much along the way and wonder how we can share some things of that experience 

and support ministers and churches in the future. 

The redevelopment of MIC is really gathering pace now. The old 

church demolished, the rock bed of granite exposed and now the 

new building emerging. Presently the construction firm are forming 

the main sanctuary, and when that is completed the other 21 floors 

will take only 11 days each, all the way to the Sky Chapel! We are 

planning to be back for the opening of the church, probably in the 

late spring of 2018. 

There is some serious fund raising going on and we have raised 

$130.63million HK dollars (30% of the total). We can meet the costs 

incurred in 2016, but 2017 is going to 

be a big hurdle so anything you are 

able to contribute to the 

redevelopment fund of MIC will be 

gratefully received. If you wish to 

support you can do this through Just 

Giving and the link is: 

http://campaign.justgiving.com/charity/methodist-internationalchurch/redevelopment 

MIC has been here since 1893 as a Methodist Church proclaiming the gospel and serving the community. We 

now have eight congregations meeting weekly and it is joy to be able to serve them. The new building with its 

children’s floor, youth space, sanctuaries, rooms for sharing, learning and hospitality will also house three 

floors of Social Services, the Conference Office and some accommodation for Methodist staff. We are 

delighted at the way we are able to work with colleagues of the Hong Kong Methodist Church, the architect 

and builders to ensure we have a building set for mission and ministry. Love and blessings, 
 

Howard and Rosie 
 

So as we set off into the sunshine of retirement, in our 

2CV Dolly, our address to the end of November will be: 

16B Monmouth Place, 9L Kennedy Road,  

Wan Chai, Hong Kong. 

From the 1 December 2016 contact details will be: 

9 Edgar Road, Winchester, SO23 9SJ 

rosie.mellor1@gmail.com 

hmellor49@gmail.com  0770 256 2789 

The new MIC to be ready in 2018 
All may come! 
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