
Revd Professor Lo Lung Kwong running 

late night seminars (1.00-2.00am!), for 

University students in the early days of 

the protests. 

Communal area for dining and discussion 

The Carnival is Over 

Reflections on the Hong Kong Protests 

Today the protestors who have now been occupying roads in Hong Kong Admiralty, Causeway Bay 

and Mong Kok for over two months are being cleared. From 11.00pm last evening any one leaving 

the protest area had their ID checked and noted. This morning people are being moved off and 

Revd Tin Yau Yuen (President of the Methodist Church Hong Kong) is leading people safely and 

peacefully away from the situation to avoid violence flaring up. 

At the beginning there were 

tens of thousands of students 

and young professionals. The 

encampment quickly became 

established with hundreds of 

tents and took on a carnival 

air with feeding centres, first 

aid and even a study area. 

From the start this has been 

about serious intent.  Some 

young people (Australian I 

think) arrived in the first few 

days with a barbeque offering burgers etc to the protestors but they were asked to leave. This 

gave rise to a banner which proclaimed ‘This is a Protest not a Party’. Nevertheless the protest in 

Admiralty did have a carnival atmosphere, a sort of 

Glastonbury without mud; tented village, music and 

debate. Students groups cleaned the streets, recycling 

plastic, glass and paper setting up first aid posts, water and 

food distribution centres, and no alcohol! With no 

apparent leadership protestors simply engendered an 

atmosphere of respect, determination and caring 

community which was deeply impressive. It really was 

Occupy Central with Love and Peace. 

The action of the authorities has 

been erratic. The world was 

scandalised by the use of violence 

the first weekend when unprotected 

students first used umbrellas against 

pepper spray and tear gas. Since 



then the attitude has been one of lassiez faire. Police guided traffic around the protests and for 

the most part have simply watched and waited. Recently the police and protestors have engaged 

in violent action in Mong Kok. In one visit two week’s ago I came across a press conference, caused 

by arguments between protestors and in this case seeking to bring harmony between them.  

It is remarkable that after two 

months of sit in on three 

major road intersections that 

the protestors are still there. 

Certainly in London the 

protestors would have been 

moved on. The role of C.Y. 

Lueng as Chief Executive has 

come under significant 

criticism. He is regarded by 

most commentators, at best 

as inept and at worst deeply cynical about the affairs and welfare of Hong Kong and its citizens. 

The so-called consultation between the government and the protestors did not have the intention 

of listening or true dialogue. It was staged under the glare of TV and was simply declaration of 

demands by the students and the ultimatum from Beijing.  Today CY Leung is declaring there will 

be no further negotiation about the system of electing the Chief Executive, though Carrie Lam the 

next most senior person in the government was only yesterday offering more talks. There is a 

significant lack of direction from the government and little realistic attempt from any party to 

negotiate and compromise for the benefit of the people of Hong Kong on almost any matter. The 

Legislative Council would seem incapable of governing. Council members seem content to hurl 

abuse at each other and this gives a sense of deep frustration to most sectors of society.  

Opinions about ‘Occupy’ are divided. Initially support was very high among most sections of the 

community. However the street vendors in Causeway Bay, seeing their takings reduced, fought 

back and the taxi drivers have made it clear they are not happy. Indeed some of the violent 

incidents have involved 

people reputedly hired 

by the triads to cause 

trouble or remove 

students. I was found 

myself in such a violent 

incident at Admiralty 

where the ‘students’ 

were in fact fifty 

middle-aged thugs 

come to cause trouble 

and remove barriers.  
Methodist call for respect and peace. 

 



Opinions among the protestors are not uniform and differing groups are indicating a variety of 

outcomes. The Occupy Central leaders, a group of leading academics and churchmen (Rev. Chu 

Yiu-ming, Benny Tai Yiu-ting , Chan Kin-man and retired Cardinal Joseph Zin), have given 

themselves up for arrest (Thursday 4 December) only for the Police to release them without 

charge. The Federation of Students is indicating that the protests may soon cease whilst Joshua 

Wong briefly declared a hunger strike until the demands are met. The initial support across most 

sections of the community has waned, with increased difficulty of travel and no apparent outcome 

in sight.     

The Methodist Church has sought to stand in the gap between the authorities and the protestors 

which is not an easy place, but a 

gospel place to be.  The attached 

statement issued this week from the 

President, Revd Tin Yau Yuen, and 

agreed by all the Ministers of Hong 

Kong indicates the repeated call for 

dialogue and a desire of peaceful 

resolution of these issues. The 

response has always sought to be 

pastoral, caring for members of the 

congregations who are protestors 

and some who are police officers.   Distribution of food, drinks and protective masks  

Chinese Methodist Church Wan Chai. 

It is easy from the perspective of the UK to observe that politics is 

the art of the possible involving dialogue and compromise. In Asia 

and especially China compromise is about loss of face, and neither 

side will want that. This is made more complex because Hong 

Kongers are distrustful of Beijing and fear that in 2047, 50 years 

after the ‘hand over’, the notion of two systems will be abandoned 

and it will be one nation only. Beijing on the other hand has big 

problems in other parts of China. The West of China is seething 

with unrest with Muslim insurgents causing terror. Tibet to the 

south has long sought independence and flares with unrest 

intermittently. Significant concessions to Hong Kong would bring 

all kinds of problems for the Beijing authorities with these other 

regions. There is also the desire by Beijing to woo the people of 

Taiwan back into the China fold, a proposal which has recently 

seen a significant set-back in the elections in Taiwan.  
President Xi Jinping apparently a protestor! 

The reason for the protests is obviously about Democracy and anger at the proposal that though 

the people of Hong will have the vote, the candidates will be screened by Beijing. So as one person 

put it – it is like voting for an apple and an orange, except it is the difference between a bad apple 

and bad orange. But the issues are more complex and for young people run deeper than that. 

Accommodation rental costs are extremely high and young professionals have virtually no chance 



RED - "共" is Communist 

YELLOW - Umbrella movement 

GREEN - "普" universal suffrage, tick! 

of renting a whole flat, much less purchasing a flat. Rents have soared in Hong Kong and many 

people live in divided flats where the whole space is the size of a small double bed and will include 

toilet-and-shower-in-one, kitchen area with one electric ring, and sufficient space just to get 

around the side of the bed. They are well qualified, highly motivated but work long hours, 12–

13hrs a day is not unusual. Many new developments are snapped up by the new wealthy of 

mainland China who in turn charge the high rents. Hong Kong, particularly the district of Central, is 

a shopper’s paradise for luxury goods – that is if you are wealthy. Young professionals are asking 

how can I see my future life in this place, be married and bring up a family when work demands 

and living space are so difficult.  

The cry for democracy and good governance has 

with it a far deeper cry for a better standard of life. 

It is a political demand but it has a personal and 

spiritual desire which is not being met in 

contemporary Hong Kong. 

After two months the detailed work of negotiating 

has to take a new prominence. Protests on the 

streets should not be seen as an end in themselves, 

but a cry for negotiation and compromise. The 

challenge before leaders on all sides is whether 

they have the stature, confidence and wisdom to 

begin that process.  
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The protests that first weekend. 
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