
Howard’s Newsletter 

One month already! 
 

It hardly seems possible but we have been here for over one 

month already. We have come to be part of the Methodist 

International Church in Wan Chai, Hong Kong which has seven 

congregations located in four places. The welcome is warm as the weather which has been about 30 for 

most of the time; often humid and draining but also exhilarating and exciting. Our flat is in the middle of 

all those towering blocks. 

The church services are packed to capacity with 

three main services and four others in smaller 

places. We have also started a discipleship 

programme called Stepforward and are trialing 

some new material written this summer called 

Compass. It is great to be working with people 

who are so very eager to work at new things. 

The main services are exciting with packed 

congregations. We have a really good worship 

band at the 9.30 service and organist/pianist 

and ‘up for it choir’ at 11.15. I also get to preach fairly regularly (in English) to the Filipino congregations 

who worship in Tagalog as well. The Filipino ministry is really significant led by the Revd Jesus de Los 

Santos (we call him Jess), and caters of hundreds of migrant domestic workers who come to the church 

for worship, bible study, craft and cooking 

classes as well and fellowship, food and 

frankly they have a party each Sunday 

which is their one day off. The church has 

an excellent administrator and also an 

Associate Minister called Marybeth from 

the USA. It is a great team and we are 

planning all kinds of things to deepen 

discipleship and build community. 

We have an interesting website and you can 

even get to hear my sermons – guaranteed to cure insomnia! www.hk-mic.org 

Wan Chai is a very socially mixed, but up and coming area – where else would we be I hear you say – 

with many small shops about 10 foot wide that sell absolutely everything of that type, and clustered 

together with similar shops. So all the mechanical, electrical, plumbing shops are in one street and they 

have everything. It’s like B&Q or Wicks contained in 3 shops each 10 foot wide. Incredible – I went to get 

paint and yes they have Dulux and do all the trade mixes I needed. It’s like Brewers but only 6 foot wide 

in this case and with absolutely everything.  

http://www.hk-mic.org/


Wan Chai’s gentrification may spoil the area ultimately 

but since we came three car show rooms have opened. 

Each with two cars and a desk for the salesman, but 

they are Mercedes Benz, Rolls Royce and next week, 

Maclaren. They obviously saw us coming! There is a 

church car which we can use – it a battered Ford 

Mondeo, automatic, but it gets us around. No 2CVs here 

at all! Actually cars are not really needed except for the 

outlying preaching in the New Territories, and of course 

a trip to the beach. Wonderfully warm with shack like 

tavernas at the water’s edge selling cool beer. The 

transport systems are amazing and varied from the MTR efficient underground, airport express train, 

buses by the 100, green topped minibuses  at $5 a ride, 

taxis everywhere and old trams that look as though this is 

a tram heaven where worn out Blackpool trams get a new 

lease of life. All this jumble of vehicles jostling for road 

space from dawn till dusk. 

We have visited parts of Hong Kong doing our tourist bit. 

The Lin Po Monastery on Lantau Island with the Big 

Buddha on the hill. A huge bronze image which can be 

seen for miles around.  Martyn Atkins came for our 

Induction Service and, as you can see, worked hard for most of the time. No really he did! 

Our flat is in Wan Chai and on the 16th floor. It is well appointed but small and would fit neatly inside the 

Principal’s study at Cliff College. The most curious thing is the two burner stove, no oven, so we are very 

grateful to the insightful person who bought us ‘100 things to cook in a wok’.  

 

 

 

Thanks for all your interest, prayers, support and friendship. 

  

With warm good wishes from me and Rosie.  

 

Love and blessings   

 

Howard 


