
Happy Christmas 

And a joyful New Year to you 

 

 
Bauhinia, the national flower of Hong Kong, 

Methodist Retreat Centre on Lantau Island. 

 

It is amazing to think we have already been in 

Hong Kong for almost 18 months but we certainly 

have our feet under the table.  

We enjoy the vibrant community of Wan Chai 

where we live with its noisy street life and huge 

range of eating houses; fab Chinese, Vietnamese, 

Spanish Tapas bar and we are known by name at 

the local Italian and a French style bar at the 

back of the church! It is a really creative place 

to live, hopeful and full of life and people. 

We are taking the opportunity to see parts of 

SE Asia. Rosie and I were in Taiwan this June 

and in October we went to Beijing with Beth. It 

is really interesting to see Tiananmen Sq on TV 

and to think we have been there.  As you can see 

Howard went to Wenzhou as part of study tour 

to see churches which 

owed their heritage and 

early life to Methodist 

Missionaries. Some of 

them were Joyful News 

Missionaries, part of the 

heritage of Cliff College. 

I am writing reflections about that trip. 

Rosie has undertaken work in a number of 

schools, a Methodist Secondary School, Chinese 

kindergarten and one on British lines. The latter, 

Kellet School, have offered a maternity cover 

and Rosie will teach for two terms to the 

summer. 

 

The view 

from our 

flat 

 

The Methodist International Church (MIC) is a 

fascinating group of people, from every 

continent. Originally the work felt like a 

sabbatical, but now we are at full tilt and looking 

to appoint two new people to our team; a 

ministry coordinator and a youth worker.  

This autumn we had an Alpha course at MIC and 

will have baptisms and confirmation as a result in 

January. Working with colleagues in the Chinese 

Methodist Church is really stimulating. 

Cantonese is the language so I don’t understand 

most of the meetings – so no change there! 

The church was founded in 1893 and so we will 

celebrate 120 years this May. Then there is the 

small matter of the redevelopment of MIC. The 

proposed 24 storey building which will also house 

the offices of the Methodist Church HK. You 

will be able to follow our progress on our 

website: www.hk-mic.org 

聖誕快樂 
 

http://www.hk-mic.org/


  

On the Winchester front, we are reshaping part of the house this spring and having a new 

kitchen, undertaken by a skilled Pentecostal builder - Terry. It will be lovely and we look forward 

to the finished product.  

As for the kids – you can see they are flourishing – this 

picture was taken just before our niece Pheobe’s wedding this 

summer – you see the Mellors brush up quite well! Beth is 

social working in London, Lydia is working in a smart hotel in 

the New Forest and Tom has started a gardening business. 

We are back in Winchester on Boxing Day for a week to 

celebrate with the family.  

The really tricky part of being here is that we miss the 

children – and of course our friends! At the moment Howard 

is coming back about every 3 months for some continuing 

responsibilities and when she has completed her teaching 

contract, Rosie will also come regularly. 

It’s not all work - Howard is relishing a new camera, we delight in visitors and exploring the city. 

For this Christmas we have bought a Chinese carved wooden panel. We enjoy time off and this is 

the bay where we go swimming fairly regularly. In fact Howard went for a dip on his birthday – 

January. It is already Advent Sunday as we complete this letter and Christmas is rushing to meet 

us. Even here we have the Christmas jingles in the shops - 

O Come all ye faithful and spend lots of money!  

Here we celebrate Christmas with so many people who are 

displaced from their families, and join together at MIC to 

be a family. We are keen to see what God has in store for 

us and the Church in the future – which looks very 

exciting. So lots of love from us to you all and we look 

forward to being in 

touch during 2013. God Bless,  

love from us both, 

Howard and Rosie 
Contact Details: 

HK - Flat 16B, Monmouth Place, 9L Kennedy Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong 

UK -  9 Edgar Road, Winchester, SO23 9SJ 

e-mails  rosie.mellor1@gmail.com 

  howard@hk-mic.org 
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