
Happy Christmas  

& Joyous New Year 

After 2½ years we now feel 

very much at home here in the 

ever changing and vibrant 

community of Wanchai. Our 

visits home to charming 

Winchester are a perfect 

antidote and we love our home there with its new kitchen and stunning 

front door. This summer we had a wonderful time back in Winchester 

enjoying gatherings with our family and friends.  

We returned back to HK feeling really well and rested. However we 

learned in early September that Howard had a cancer on his tongue. This 

was a bit of a shock, but quickly dealt with by an expert team at a 

government teaching hospital. Howard has recovered quickly and is back 

preaching again. This experience has highlighted the thinness of life, the importance of family and 

friends, the wonderful support of the church here, the goodness of God and that it is time to ‘walk at a 

different pace’.  

It was wonderful to have Lydia and Dan and then Beth and Cory visit during the time I was in hospital 

and they were such a blessing and support to Rosie and myself. In fact the whole Church have been a 

fantastic help and encouragement. It was brilliant to have Lloyd and Dan with us in November for their 

first taste of HK and a delight to spend time together. Hopefully it won’t be too long before Tom can pay 

a return visit. We shall see them all in February. 

Earlier in the summer we went to Guilin for a 

wonderful holiday with Helen and Martyn in a 

remarkable landscape, though some of our party 

bought curious head wear! 

Rosie is busy teaching on supply at Kellett School 

which delivers the British curriculum and she really 

enjoys the school environment, the children and 

colleagueship with other teachers. She is also really 

helping the development of children’s work here at 

MIC. 



Mellor Bros! 

Howard is thinking of taking up sailing! 

      Celebrating Beth’s 30th 

We are enjoying working with a great team at MIC with Marybeth (Presbyterian, USA), Ray (United 

Methodist Church, Philippines). Jacob, our new Youth Worker (Stoke on Trent), Sandy and Leona (Hong 

Kong), who keep our admin running and Margret our janitor who holds the place together and loves all 

the people. It is a busy church and we have started a Putonghua Fellowship and are about to appoint a 

Putonghua speaking pastoral worker to extend this new congregation. 

Recently the decision has been made to invite 

us for a further three years, so we expect to 

be here until the end of 2016, returning from 

time to time to Winchester. So if you are 

planning to come, get your time booked into 

our diary. During the summer as we talked as 

a family, reflected and prayed, Rosie and I felt 

it was the right thing to offer to remain in HK. 

My surgery has not changed that, in fact we 

realize how many friends we now have here, 

how committed to MIC we feel and that God 

has a mission for us complete. 

Christmas Day here is really different, though HK is winding up for 

consumer festival! Shops are open, even on the Day and it is said that if 

you don’t like the gift you receive, you can take back the same day! 

Even Mr Wong who launders my shirts is open in the morning! Hong 

Kong Chinese really look forward to Chinese New Year for a break - this 

year that is 29 Jan. However we do have 5 services over Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day and a party for about 300 people. 

 

We are coming back in February to undertake some continuing tasks in Mission Shaped Ministry and in 

Winchester. Our UK holiday will this year be after Easter as we move our office and the congregational 

worship to new venues in July, in advance of the work of redevelopment of MIC which will hopefully be 

completed by 2017. 

So lots of love to you all and a very Happy Christmas, 

love from us both, 

Howard and Rosie 
 

 

 

Contact Details: 

HK   Flat 16B, Monmouth Place, 9L Kennedy Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong 

UK   9 Edgar Road, Winchester, SO23 9SJ 

e-mails   rosie.mellor1@gmail.com 

   howard@hk-mic.org 
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