
On our journey to collect literature for the
students' annual evangelism campaign I had a

fascinating conversation with my colleague Rev.
Sinyama. He told me of his experiences as a newly
trained minister in charge of 50 congregations in
rural Zambia.“I was better off than some. Other ministers

had 70 charges,” he said. “If you were a
hard working minister, you might manage to visit
each congregation once a year. You couldn't restrict
services to a Sunday. As you travelled you would
hold services whatever day of the week it was.
While you were with a congregation, you would
perform whatever duties were required
(confirmations, baptisms, weddings etc.) packing
them into the time available. Training programmes
would be done intensively during the brief visit.
Congregations requested for the training to be
completed at once since they were not confident
when they would be seeing the minister again.
Occasionally, there had been no baptismal training
for up to 7 years and the only training materials they
had would be the remains of a bible that started in
the middle of Leviticus and ended somewhere in
James. Some remote congregations visited were a
little hesitant in their welcome. The last minister
who visited was someone different. There was a
good chance that the next visit would be from yet
another new minister.”I am sure some of you living and ministering in

remote communities can relate to this story. It is a
striking picture of how different church life still is in
parts of Zambia to what we encounter in the better
resourced churches. It is also a powerful insight into
how much still needs to be done to bring consistent,
effective ministry to all the congregations within the
United Church of Zambia. Unfortunately it is not
just an issue of training enough ministers and
diaconal workers; the UCZ theological college

already has that capacity. There's the challenge of
recruiting leaders capable of sustaining ministry in
remote, scattered congregations and the whole
denomination being able to fund their training and
support them once there. At present, this is not
within the reach of the national UCZ church but the
leaders continue to look for ways to make it a
reality. In the meantime, the life of the church is in
the hands of the local Christians who, in spite of
their patchy training, maintain the weekly witness of
Christ within the United Church of Zambia tradition
in all parts of the country.

The family Lund, August 201 2.
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Here in Kitwe we are at the business end of the
semester at the theological college. From

September we have intensive classes in addition to
regular classes until exams at the beginning of
October. With assignment marking to finish as well,
it is an exciting time to be alive. There have been
memorable teaching moments as my classes have
explored the bible and its interpretation together.
One second year student, when discussing the story
of Joseph from an African perspective, remarked, “It
was the father's (Jacob's) fault that Joseph and his
brothers fell out because he was a polygamist idiot!”We also had Synod selection to choose the new

ministerial students to enter the college for
the coming year. Fifteen candidates representing
most regions of Zambia have been accepted for
training. This is the largest class since my arrival,
and expresses the renewed commitment by the UCZ
to increase its number of college trained leaders. In
July there was also another positive step forward for
the church and theological college with a
Theological Sunday service where 100% of monies
collected by congregations on the day were given to
the college. (Previously it was usually only
donations in specially marked envelopes). This
initiative was encouragingly successful and has put
the college in a stronger financial position than it
has been for some time.There have also been exciting developments in

the library. In August we were able to activate
one year's online journal access with funds supplied
by Church of Scotland. Students have already been
making good use of this added source of materials.
It is a valuable resource for academic staff in their
lesson preparation and research. Over the last month
or so we have also received most of the books that

were ordered earlier in the year. We have over 200
new books to put into circulation, a good number of
which are quality reference books that will
significantly enhance the library. Further purchases
are still needed but the improvement that the college
has already achieved in partnership with our
supporters is fantastic.Kathleen's epilepsy has been more active

recently but she is still enjoying her online
reading programme and evening walks with our
latest batch of friendly TEEZ neighbours. Julu has
caught up with his international GCSE studies and
has begun his journey towards his final exams mid
2013. His end of year results were mixed but there
seems to be no serious areas of worry. Both he and
Taliesin acquitted themselves well in their practical
music examinations. Taliesin and Talitha are fairly
settled in their home education routine at present
and continue to have more neighbourhood friends
than the rest of us.Wendy's work permit application has been

submitted and she will soon be able to teach
her eager collection of music students without
restriction. The college students have also expressed
interest in learning music from Wendy. Although the
hot weather is back with us, we have not returned to
Lechwe pool as the previous teacher has left and we
have not been able to contact her replacement yet.
We will greatly miss Jenny Featherstone when she
moves onto her new job in October. Two nights ago
we had a close encounter with an African civet cat
who entered our chicken house and killed a chick.
Civets are beautiful and elusive creatures so we
were fortunate to see one.Farewell for now and we hope to hear news from

some of you also again soon.

The intruder we saw looked very similar

to this fine specimen.

A few students check out the new

arrivals in the library.




