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I arrived in Guyana after two short flights, a couple of aborted attempts to land because of the rain and a 
very short runway.  My first impressions: water, water, water.  The rivers and many canals dominate the 
flat rice field patterned land.  Guyana is a huge country with 85% of it being rainforest.  Lilly flowers fill 
the canals, although the taxi driver couldn't help but point out the problems with rubbish around the 
city.  Elections had just been held and there was a real sense of hope around the city of Georgetown that 
things could improve. On arrival at the first day of conference I met some old friends, made some new 
ones and was reminded of the connections between us that bind us together in God’s mission. 
 
Bishops 

 At the first open session of the conference the vote was taken to accept 
the changes from Connexional President to Connexional Bishop to be 
inducted by the laying on of hands.  The Connexional Bishop shall be known 
as Bishop.  The presidents of each of the districts shall also now be inducted 
as the Bishops of the Districts.  Services will be taking place for each District 
Bishop during the course of the next few months.  The name changes are 
with immediate effect and should be used in all correspondence.  The mind 
of the MCCA delegates and ministers was united in its support for this move 
and there was a real sense of this being the start not the end of a process.    
It was consistently viewed as a historic and positive step among delegates 
and a change to develop the mission and character of the MCCA.  
 
 

The Rev. Otto O. Wade Connexional President of 
the MCCA, was inducted as Connexional Bishop on 
Sunday 31st May 2015, 15:00.  A Bishop from the 
United Methodist Church from the USA presided in 
the laying on of hands.  Bishop Wade preached and 
exhorted the church to 'rise up' in the light of this 
move.  The Presidents of each of the districts 
signed the historic document to seal this decision.  
On this historic occasion, the Rev. Sheryl Anderson 
gave a message of greetings and love from the 
British Methodist Church and used the Methodist 
Prayer Handbook to demonstrate the regular 
prayers said for all parts of the MCCA. 
 
Finance 
A new Connexional treasurer, Mr Quincy Bourne was inducted on Sunday 31st May 2015 and will take up 
duties from September. 
 
In general finances were of great concern and a large part of the discussion at the conference was on 
finance.  Special mention was made highlighting the final instalments of the money from the British 
Methodist Church to come in 2015/16, after which there will be no regular year on year funding from the 
UK.  The conference thanked the British Church for its 47 years of grants, which it likened to that of a 
good parent.   
 
Payment of assessments from circuits to districts to connexion was also a constant message of concern.  



The strong message given was that districts needed to pay the full assessments for things to work. 
However, some work is being done to build an endowment fund in the region of 2 million US, in order to 
pay or at least help pay super annuation costs. 
 
Ecumenical relations. 
A talk was given by Gerard Grenado, the head of the Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC).  This talk 
was well received by the conference and the MCCA was highlighted as a founder member of this body.  
The link was made between connexionalism and the theology of fellowship (Koinonia), and that the CCC 
was not a separated body but belonged to all the churches that agree to meet in that space.  The speaker 
reflected on the move to Bishops in the MCCA - “A historic moment for the life of the wider ecumenical 
movement and beyond”, “You have embarked on a new phase”.   
 
However the speaker also spoke about the CCC being in serious trouble.  Since 2009 funding has been 
pulled from the region as it is now seen as a middle income area in most places according to UN figures.  
CCC used to get major funding from organisations such as ICCO (based in Holland) but no longer.  Also 
churches are slow in paying their fees.  There is also some difficulty with relationships and 
communications with some of the other denominations that form part of the CCC.  The CCC website has 
fallen in to misuse and its work to provide Caribbean based theological training courses for lay and 
ordained, has been shelved.  There seemed to be little acknowledgement of the expanding role of 
technology in connecting churches together and creating ecumenical 'spaces'. 
 
Mission and Evangelism 
MCCA youth were present at the conference as an official observing non-voting group.  This group is 
currently showing great vigour and asking for greater input to develop youth work in the connexion. 
MCCA youth have recently elected a connexional body which presented various ideas.  These included 
increased use of social media, increased employment of lay youth workers and connecting youth groups 
through use of online video conferencing.  It was suggested to the group that the British church may be 
able to offer partnership in this area. 
 

There was discussion on the growing importance of 
information communication technology especially in 
the MCCA spread over a large area and with high costs 
of travel.  There is a need for expertise and training in 
this area, both in the use of ICT for the internal work of 
the church but also in areas of 'online' e-mission. 
Perhaps this is an area in which the British church could 
provide support and training in terms of running 
websites, building apps, the use of technology for 
meetings, the work of a 'media team' etc. 
 
There was some discussion on the state of the 
Methodist schools across the connexion and the 
general lack of interaction/support from the church.  
There is a great need for support in this area in both 
secondary and primary schools, in terms of teachers, 
teacher training and deacons to manage and provide 

spiritual input in to schools. 
 
Discussion was held on falling numbers of members in general, although the work in Haiti shows large 
increase.  About 65 percent of the members are women and so discussion ensued on how to develop 
men’s work by creating 'sacred spaces' where men are (outside of the church building).  There was also 

The picture of dancing people shows the 
background of two of the major people groups in 
Guyana, Indian and African and their unity in the 
Methodist church 



some discussion on developing the work of intentionally 'sending' persons to work in missions both lay 
and ministerial, while acknowledging that ministers already 'go'.  The UMC GBGM are seeking to develop 
mission work in the Caribbean and encouraging persons to enter in to their UMC programs.  I believe 
that young people in the Caribbean could benefit immensely from the exposure in these kinds of 
programs, although I would be more comfortable with an MCCA developed program rather than an 
agency from outside the Caribbean.  I hope that the MCCA can work with partners to develop this 
capacity over time. 
 
Other Comments 
During the week devotions were held.  One particularly memorable message was that of ' Adjusting to 
God’s new direction', the reading from Acts about Cornelius and the inclusion of the gentiles.  The 
difference between 'change' and 'transition' was noted -  the latter takes time and is reflection and in 
relation to change.  Did Peter hesitate too much after being told not to hesitate? 
 
We also used the new 'Voices in Praise' Hymnal, which enlivened our worship. In general it seems that 
this new Caribbean centred collection of hymns and songs is being accepted by congregations.  There 
will be a new words only edition released in the next couple of years.  We sang hymns like 'The Thirsty 
Deer'  (VIP264, STF514, surprisingly a different arrangement in STF...less syncopated for British 
congregations to handle?!), which was very uplifting, and reflected that perhaps there is space for use of 
the Voices in Praise among our British congregations to add breadth to our worship.  
 
Summary 
There are a number of serious challenged that face the MCCA, falling numbers and financial constraints.  
However there are many resources to call on, not least the many excellent business people across the 
connexion and the energy of the MCCA youth.  The 
move to Bishops is seen as a defining moment and 
I hope that the message 'rise up' can encourage 
the members of the MCCA in their on-going 
mission.   
 
On a personal level it was truly a privilege to be 
part of the meeting and to be able to reflect on my 
five and a half years in the Caribbean.  It was a 
challenge being both a 'part of' the MCCA and a 
British representative at the meeting.  I was greatly 
encouraged by the thoughtful and caring people 
both lay and ministerial who undertook this work 
with a great seriousness of mind, seeking to chart 
a way forward. 
 
To God be the Glory. 
 
Andrew Dye 
June 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


