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The beginning of school year and the Methodist church year together means September and October 
are very full months, which is my excuse for a lack of writing!

School
The beginning of the school year here brings changes in staff, some of which we know about in 
advance and some which we find out about when the teacher doesn’t turn up in September!  One 
good friend of mine, who was the agricultural science teacher at the school, has moved on to study 
at University.  This is again a common thing to 
happen here where teaching is often a stepping 
stone or work period before University study, 
rather than a chosen career after study.  This was 
a staff change that we knew of in advance, so as 
a school we were able to interview and 
recommend a new member of staff to the Ministry 
of Education.  However frustration was felt among 
the Senior Management Team at Wesley College 
when this recommendation was not appointed by 
the Ministry for the start of term, so leaving our 
Agricultural Science students without a teacher 
for 3 weeks.  Unfortunately this kind of story is 
not limited to just one case (we are currently also 
without a physical education and science teacher) 
and also not just limited to just Wesley College. 
To be fair it also has to be said that the Ministry of 
Education, like all the government departments here, faces its work with a creaking system that 
needs overhaul, yet there are limited resources, both human and monetary.

At the start of the school year we also expected to be joined by two new ministers in the circuit.  
One was due to be permanently based at Wesley College.  However due illness and other 
circumstances neither arrived in September.  Rev. Bitler is due to join the circuit in November after a 
period of ill health, but the Deacon for Wesley College was eventually sent to another Circuit in the 
District.  In all honesty this was a great blow to Wesley college.  The school family had valued the 
work of our previous Deacon (Rev. Janice) and were looking forward to having a permanent 
presence in school (in Methodist terms it is a 'station').  Staff have jokingly taken to calling me the 
'acting deacon' as I try to fill in and assist with assembly and other roles of the deacon as best I can.

Debt
This month the Jubilee Debt campaign (jubileedebt.org.uk) in the UK highlighted 
the situation of  Grenada debt level, spurred on by a letter written by the 
Grenadian government to the Guardian newspaper in the UK.  Grenada has 
weathered two hurricanes, loss of export markets for its goods, collapse of some 
financial institutions and a world wide recession.  Although the country has rebuilt 
from natural disaster it has been left with a high level of debt that is 
unsustainable and threatens to reverse the gains made in development of the 
country.

Negotiations are currently on going with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to find another way 
forward.  The Methodist Church in Grenada is one of the principle members of the Conference of 
Churches, which is taking a leading role in calling for debt restructuring.

'Father Sean Doggett from the Conference of Churches in Grenada says:

“The effects of Grenada’s indebtedness are causing the poorest to suffer pain that the 
peoples of few developed countries would find tolerable. Our young people face a future 

A VERY wet prayer and praise walk!
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of hopelessness and joblessness.”' Quote from the website

The issues and details are complex.  Please read more and get involved and call for debt justice go 
to http://jubileedebt.org.uk/actions/support-grenada-call-debt-justice, this is also supported by the 
Methodist Relief and Development Fund.  For another view try reading 
http://nacla.org/blog/2013/10/16/grenada-preparing-unique-approach-debt-restructuring (please 
note that the opinions expressed on those sites may not always completely agree with my own!)

'O for a thousand tongues to sing'
On October the 5th the Methodist Church put on a Grand Variety Concert to raise funds for the 
mission of the church.  The vision for this concert was BIG; put on a praise concert with a theme of 
the Methodist Heritage of praise and worship, raise a significant amount of finances, hire out the 
premier concert hall the 'Spice Basket' which holds over 1200 people, sell tickets at $30EC (about 
£7), invite over 10 quality local (and internationally known) acts to perform (for free) and manage 
the whole production to a high standard.  I was involved with the committee organising the event 
and also behind the scenes in stage management. Stage management was a new thing for me and 
for the rehearsals I didn’t really have a clue what was going on but, thanks to the director and the 
advice others on the stage management team, our job went very smoothly on the night!

We were initially concerned that we would struggle to fill the auditorium, but a lot of people were 
praying and working hard, so that on the night the place was full.  Some people even said it was the 
fullest they had seen the place!  Two rehearsals ensured that the sound and lighting was also high 
standard, and the only glitch was the late start because of the late arrival of the Governor General, 
due to the concert traffic clogging the roads.

From left to right: Conception Dancers, A Touch of Grace and Aixa Miguen

The concert hall was full and a great atmosphere
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The night was a great success, I even heard persons leaving saying it was too cheap!  For me the 
principle memory is seeing what God can do with us when we come and work together, in this case 
it was lead by the Methodist Church but the whole show involved persons and groups from different 
churches.  This kind of churches working together is sorely needed in Grenada where every street 
corner seems to have a different denomination and sometimes seem to work against each other.

Skyping
For One World Week I was contacted by Rev. Tom Quenet.  Tom 
was the UK Methodist Church World Church Relationships Office 
Americas and Caribbean Link,looking after Mission Partners like 
me, among other things, until recently.  In September 2013 he 
returned to circuit work as a Superintendent in the North of 
England.  He asked me to join with him by Skype for a church 
service he was leading in Haltwhistle.  I asked a colleague to join 
me and it was good to be able to share in that time of worship 
with them.  Although the technology can be a little 
temperamental, this really is a great way of linking mission 
partner work, local people and UK congregations, and I think can 
help change our view of mission as 'over there' to mission as 
'everywhere together'.  So please get in touch if you think this is 
something your congregation, house group or school might like 
to do.
 

Pray requests:

• Thank God for those committed teachers and staff in the education system facing great 
difficulties.

• Pray for the ongoing work of Wesley College in an impoverished area, working with many 
very needy children.

• Pray for the Superintendent and his family. Rev. Pierre is currently the only minister in 
Methodist Circuit in Grenada.

• Pray for Grenada and other developing countries that are saddled with unsustainable debts, 
give thanks for the positive lead taken by the Council of Churches in Grenada (CCG)

• Thank God for the success of the concert and for an increased cooperation among churches  
to meet the practical needs in the nation.

Please feel free to contact me, I like getting emails and snail mail too!  Thanks for reading and 
praying.

God bless you

Andy Dye
(Methodist Mission Partner in Grenada)

'Tout bagay va byin, Nan kay papa mouin
Gingnin joua, joua, joua.'

'All things will be fine, in my Father's house
Where there's joy, joy, joy.'

Traditional Haitian Creole Hymn
  from the New Caribbean Methodist Hymnal (Voices in Praise)

Sunset over the Caribbean Sea.


