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Graduation
This month was our usual Wesley
College (secondary school)
graduation.  This is always a brilliant
time to see students celebrate their
success with the family and
teachers.  This year it was especially
good as we saw Shivani, one of the
student from the homework project,
graduate as 'Valedictorian'.  That
means she was top of her class and
gave an address to the graduation
ceremony.  It was a proud moment
for Rhetta, Inez and myself after
many years of working with her.
She will be one of the first in her
family to go so far in her education
and we look forward to see what she goes on to in the future.

Sewing Project
After some long term planning this 
month sewing classes have begun at
Bethel hall.  The church acquired 
some sewing machines and a few of
the congregation with skills in those 
areas volunteered to teach.  At the 
moment the classes are small, but 
there is a vision to spread these 
classes to other parts of the circuit 
as well.  The aim is to give people 
skills not only to make and mend 
their family items but also to share 
skills that may enable them to gain 
some employment.  More resources 

are needed in the shape of machines and there is also a desire to also offer 
food technology classes in the future.  But the church continues to try and 
offer practical help to the community in very difficult economic times for many.

Malnutrition
In broad economic terms Grenada is in the middle third of nations in the world.
Yet it has a high national debt, and so over the last year, taxes and prices have

From left to right: Mrs Philip, Rhetta, Inez and 
Shivani at graduation.

A church member (right) teaching sewing skills.
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been increasing.  Life is tough for many people and it is calculated that about 
38% of people live in poverty, and about 10% in extreme poverty (that is on 
less than $2 US per day).  However food is plentiful and things grow well all 
year round, so malnutrition shouldn’t be an issue.  But this month I was 
speaking to a Doctor who specialises in paediatric medicine, and she was 
telling me that she is seeing more and more babies with symptoms of 
malnutrition.  She explained that young mothers instead of breast feeding are 
turning more and more to using formula milk.  The problems come when the 
mothers try to stretch the formula milk, perhaps adding 1 cup to 4 of water 
rather than 3, so the baby gets a watered down feed.  'More education needed'
was the doctors response when I asked her the solution.

Chikungunya
Over the past few months we have
been hearing about a virus called
'Chikungunya' heading towards us
down the Caribbean island chain.  It
is a virus that is spread by
mosquitoes, in the same way as
dengue fever.  Although deaths are
rare, it is flu like in its  symptoms
and causes people to feel very ill.
There is no cure, vaccine or specific
treatment, just a case of rest and
plenty of fluids.  Thankfully the
closure of schools for the summer
should slow the spread of the virus.

Please pray:

• For all those who are graduating, and for those who will not graduate, 
that they may all go on to find employment and further education. Pray 
especially for Shivani and her family.

• For the work of practical projects such as the sewing project to provide 
skills for persons in the community.

• For the young mothers and the work of health educators so children and 
adults are helped to prevent ill health through malnutrition or disease.

Please feel free to contact me, I like getting emails and snail mail too!  Thanks 
for reading and praying.
God bless

Andy Dye
(Methodist Mission Partner in Grenada

'Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.  His love endures for ever.' 
Psalm 136:1


