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Elections!
General elections were held in Grenada on 
February 19th.  If I compare it with the UK, I 
would have to say that people are generally 
much more engaged with the process and the 
turn out is high, around 80-90 percent.  As I 
said last in my last letter, lots of young people 
are involved in campaigning and that makes it 
more lively.  The other very different aspect is 
that you are very close to the people that are 
going to be MP's and leaders, they will often be 
people you see in church, or your neighbour or 
in the shops.  An example is that in the 
Methodist Church here two of our members were 
up for election and actually running for different 
parties against each other!

The result of the election was that one party won 
all of the 16 seats in parliament.  That means 
there is no official opposition in the parliament. 
Obviously this has caused some concern on the 
part of people, especially as any ruling party here do a lot of hiring and firing of public servants 
when they enter in to power.  The hope is that the media, judiciary, churches and people of Grenada 
will take up their responsibilities to keep to government to account, as well as positive pressures 
from international bodies such as the UN and major donors.

Venezula 
This month saw the death of Hugo Chavez in 
Venezuela.  During his time in power, Venezuela has 
shown much support for Grenada, especially in the 
wake of the devastating effects of Hurricane Ivan in 
2004.  Because of his policies he polarised opinion 
within his own country and in nations like the UK and 
the US, but I here the reaction was of a genuine 
sadness, as people feel like they had lost a champion 
for the poor.

Dentist visit
The day after independence I was due for a dental appointment.  Nothing major just fixing a filling.  
However when I got to the dentists I saw a scene of destruction.  The front glass panelled door was 
smashed in, with glass strewn around.  It was closed and roughly boarded up.  I immediately figured 
that it was a break in, perhaps someone looking for drugs or money.  After a couple of minutes of 
me thinking that the place was closed for the day, I was led round the side of the dental practice and 
in through the back door.  I asked the nurse what had happened and what had been stolen.  She 
proceeded to explain that it wasn’t a break in, but a couple of goats.  During the week the goats had 
been coming to the door and tapping on it with their horns.  One day a receptionist had put some 
water out thinking the goats were thirsty, but the doctor had told her to stop and not encourage 
them.  It seems that the goats had returned on independence day, when no one was at the dental 
practice.  It seems that one or more of the goats had got so angry at their own reflections that they 
butted the window and smashed straight through. A definite lesson for us all not to become too self-
obsessed!

Me as one of the judges in the school independence 
day 'Oil down' competition. - quite full after all 
those!
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Visits
I have some visits this month from friends and friends of friends.  Its 
always nice for me to meet visitors from the UK and get their view of 
Grenada.  I am able to give them the special 'Methodist' tour, but also to 
discuss and reflect with them on some of my experiences.  Hopefully I 
am able to share a bit more of an insight to the realities of Grenadian life 
here, rather than just the normal tourist experience of a Caribbean island 
paradise (although it is!).  So if you are passing by, drop me a line!

I also had my first visits this month both to the hospital and the prison, 
visiting church members and pupils of Wesley college.  I don’t have 
experience of prisons in the UK to compare, but certainly both places are 
much much more basic and without the kind of facilities you would find in 
the UK.  In both we prayed with the people we visited, and I had a sense 
of God working for good, even in the most difficult and unexpected 
places.

Science Health Week
In Wesley College this month, the science department held 
a health week.  Although we live on an island where there 
is plenty of fruit and vegetables, many people choose 
unhealthy food and lifestyles (just as in the UK).  Diabetes 
and obesity are growing problems.  The science health 
week included educating children about the local produce 
and also making up dishes for children and staff to try.  
The food technology teacher did a wonderful job on this 
and it was a great success.  Also as part of the week we 
had some dance exercise sessions.  So I put on my shorts 
(which always causes great amusement among the 
children at school) and broke out my dance moves!

Please pray for:

• For all the visitors who come and stay on the island, that 
they have a good experience of this part of Gods world, 
seek justice for those they see in poverty and give thanks 
for the much needed revenue and employment that they 
bring to people here.

• The staff of Wesley College as we recharge over the Easter 
break.

• Those in hospital and those held in our prison.

• The new government of Grenada, especially as the nation 
continues to face financial difficulties

Please feel free to contact me.  Thanks for reading and praying.
God bless you

Andy Dye
(Methodist Mission Partner in Grenada)

'The right hand of God is planting in our land, planting seeds of freedom, hope and love.
In these Caribbean lands, let his people all join hands and be one with the right hand of God'

(Patrick Prescod)

Ed and Chris Filmore 
from the Thames Valley 
Methodist Circuit

Dance exercise at Wesley College

Painted on to a nearby 
Pentecostal church


