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Crusade

This month the Grenada Circuit of Methodist Churches 
held a Crusade.  A 'Crusade' in Grenada consists of 
setting up a large tent and holding a series of meetings to 
which the local community is invited.  Our Crusade was 
held on eight consecutive nights, with songs, testimony, 
preaching and an altar call each night.  The area of the 
'Crusade' was near my school Wesley College, which is a 
densely populated urbanised area with many social 
problems.  The message was straight forward, 'Come now 
: Jesus Saves' and each night the Rev. Ulrich Smith (a 
Moravian from Antigua) gave the message.  I was the 
chair of the organising committee, so during the weeks 
running up to it and for the week I was kept busy...it felt 
like 24 hours a day at times.

Many things about the 'Crusade' made me wonder how it 
might be received in the UK:  The massive, ear splitting 
sound system, specifically designed so that people could 
hear from their homes, the energetic style of 
preaching/shouting, the door to door invitations made to 
everyone in the communities around, even the very name 
'Crusade' is one that I wanted us to change.  Yet, here in 
Grenada, those things are welcomed and wanted by the 
communities.  During the nights of the 'Crusade' a 

number of the local 
residents came to 
me and thanked me 
for what the church 
was doing.  Even 
during the door to door invitations, persons were asking us to 
come around more often.  Its almost a sense of people feeling 
that when the church comes around (whatever flavour of 
church organisation that may be ) that they feel they haven't 
been forgotten about but that someone cares, is interested 
and wants to help make a difference.  Quite different from the 
attitude that I would have if some church set up a huge 
disturbing sound system in my ear shot.

Crusade advertising banner and invitations designed by Josh Fletcher, a friend of mine.

During the door to door we found some 
hidden away places

On the last night we ran out of chairs and 
the tent was overflowing!

The Rev. Smith preached energetically 
every night!
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For me the week was extremely tiring and stressful at 
times but it also had many good points.  The highlight for 
me was prior to the week of services, walking around the 
community, giving out invitations.  It was an eye opener 
in terms of the living conditions of many people in that 
area, not just to me but also to the Grenadians I was 
with.  As we wandered around persons were so friendly 
and welcoming I remembered the saying about the old 
missionaries (this is the way I remembered it 
anyway!)...'They went out to take God to the darkest 
places, and found he was already there'. Thank God that 
he is working in all places and at all times, and for the 
times when he shakes us awake and we try and catch 
up.

Visitors, Harvest and Flowers

May also consists of harvest fairs and lots of flowers in 
bloom.  It was nice to have a visit from some friends 
from the Isle of Wight, who were on holiday.  One 
memorable moment was being asked to ride around on 
the tourist train for St Georges harvest fair, with lots of 
children and acting as the singing conductor! No wonder 
people around the town stopped and stared!

Please pray for:

• Thank God for the safe and successful Crusade 
and Convention, and his work in peoples lives.

• Pray for those who made a commitment to follow 
Jesus Christ as a result of the crusade.

• Pray for the ongoing work of the Methodist Church as it seeks to reach out to those in need

• Pray for the students and staff of Wesley College as we come towards the end of the school 
year.

Please feel free to contact me, I like getting 
emails and snail mail too!  Thanks for reading and 
praying.

God bless you

Andy Dye
(Methodist Mission Partner in Grenada)

'Our task is not to calculate what angels do not 
know, but faithfully to watch and wait and Christ's 

compassion show.'
Thomas H. Troeger (b.1945)

Lets just say the sound system was LOUD.

My friend Ken, from the Isle of Wight, 
enjoying a spot of harvest tea!

Me in singing conductor mode - and people 
still rode the train!

The flamboyant tree in bloom


