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School
This school term has been
challenging.  We started in
September missing five teachers from
the previous year.  Some moved to
go and study, some were moved by
the ministry of education.  This
meant that a lot of classes had to be
covered or were even missing
teachers at the start of the year.
Coupled to this, the process of
replacing teachers has taken two
months, and due to financial
constraints in the government only
two teachers were appointed to
replace the five that left.  This means that we have lost a subject from the 
curriculum.  We also lost the counsellor from our school during September and 
await the government approval for a new person to take up this much needed 
role.  On top of this the Chickungunya virus hit the island hard during 
September and October and at times a third of staff and many children were 
off from school recovering from the effects of this mosquito borne disease.  We
have also been dealing with some particularly challenging behaviours from 
students that have been ordered to attend school by the courts after being in 
trouble with the police in incidents outside of the school.

As you can imagine the up shot of all
these challenges has led to a cut
down in some of the activities that
staff have been able to do with
children.   Morale is low and staff
seem even more tired that usual at
this time of term.  I have personally
found it the most difficult of all the
terms I have spent at school here.
Physically it has been very tough,
especially with the after effects of the
Chickungunya virus and the heat,
which I seem to have felt much more
this year.
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Despite all the difficulties there are still many good things going on in the 
school.  The majority of teachers are working really hard in basic conditions 
with few resources and I try to support them in developing their teaching.  
October was science month and we had a fun afternoon at the inter-house 

science quiz.  November has seen our 
choral speaking competition which was 
another excellent event for the school to 
celebrate the talents of the students. 

One of my favourite things this term has 
been our continuing science club at 
which we try to do activities to engage 
and have fun, while learning some 
science.

Chickungunya (Chick V)
I mentioned the threat of the Chickungunya virus in a previous newsletter.  We
knew it was coming as it moved through the region carried by mosquitoes.  In 
September and October it hit the island hard.  It was the first time that the 
island had experienced the virus, so there was no natural immunity in the 
population.  That meant that it spread quickly and affected huge numbers of 
people.  My estimate is that perhaps half of the population had the virus to 
varying degrees.  

The name Chickungunya, comes from a southern African language and literally 
means 'bent over', this relates to the symptoms which sufferers get.  My own 
experience was one of having a high fever, then severe muscle pain for about 4
days, meaning a stay in bed.  Then after feeling well enough to return to work,
an all over itching body rash came along, which meant another 4 days.  After 
about 10 days the pain and rash were gone, however a week later the body 
pain came back, to a lesser degree, and this is still with me.  The pain is worse
in the morning and is slowly getting better.  This is typical of symptoms of the 
virus and we have been told that the muscle pain/joint pain may last for 
between 1 and 3 years!  Generally
Chickungunya is not dangerous for
healthy persons, however persons with
underlying conditions were more at
risk and we lost a number of the very
elderly in our community during this
time.

The impact of Chickungunya created
lots of debate and even a song (!)
about the effects of the disease,
conspiracy theories over its origins and
the readiness of the island to deal with a 
virus, especially with thoughts of
Ebola.  It also reminded us constantly to
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keep in prayer those fighting that much more dangerous virus in West Africa.

Church
September saw Rev. Seth Ampadu, Mrs. Margaret Ampadu and their three 
children join the circuit.  They are originally from Ghana, but have been in the 
Caribbean for about 6 years, working in Barbados before coming to Grenada.  
We have also had Rev. Harold Andrews move to Grenada.  He is a Grenadian 
but has worked as a Methodist Minister in the USA for the past 30 years.  It is 
great to have got to know them a little in the past few months and will help 
relieve some of the work from the Superintendent Rev. Pierre who has been on
his own as a minister in the circuit for the past year.  It should also make for 
an interesting 'World Food Evening'  planned in the circuit!

October saw a repeat of the variety concert from last 
year to raise funds for the circuit.  This year the theme 
was 'Liberation Flames', based around the fourth verse of
the 'Methodist anthem' – And Can It Be.  

'I woke the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose went forth, and followed thee'

Just as last year it was a really successful evening.  A 
whole range of acts from comedy, dance, solos and choirs
performed and we filled the hall with about 800 persons. 
The fund raising was effective and more importantly it 
created a great spirit of togetherness among all those 
who took part and shared the message of Gods love.

Loss
Over the past few months we have lost
a few members from the Methodist
family here.  My condolences go to all
who lost loved ones, but there are two
that I particularly want to mention.  

Steve was a lovely guy that I got to
know in St Georges church.  Whenever
I led worship there he would borrow
my guitar and play along with the
music.  He loved the hymns and the
music in the church.  He struggled for
much of his life with alcoholism, and lived just a few yards from the church in a
small one room shack.  We got to chat and share some chicken every now and 
again.  

Granny Delves was one of the most elderly in the congregation in St Georges.  
Her children and grandchildren are also involved with the church.  She was 
always such an encouragement to me when she was able to make it to services
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and had an infectious smile.

I was sad to say goodbye to these two people who I had become friends with 
and encouraged me, but I know that they are safe in Jesus' hands.

Please pray:

• For the public services, especially education and health as finances are 
squeezed due to the huge public debt.

• For the Rev. Ampadu and family and Rev. Andrews as they continue their
ministry and adjust to Grenada.

• For all those who continue to face the after effects of Chickungunya.

• For those families who have lost loved ones in recent months.

Thank you to everyone who sends me emails, facebook messages, letters and 
packages.  I really appreciate keeping in touch with old friends and also 
hearing from persons who want to learn more about Grenada or mission 
partners.  Thanks to everyone who uses the prayer manual each month and for
those who get in contact regularly to let me know that I am held in their 
prayers.

I doubt I will get another letter out before Christmas, so let me wish you a 
meaningful advent, joyous Christmas and a peaceful New year.

God bless

Andy Dye (Methodist Mission Partner in Grenada)

P.S.  Grenadians like to write signs giving some advice for life...here are two I 
see nearby.

Oh no! I am in trouble on this one!
I agree!!! 


