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Farewells and Hello's
As in other parts of the world, the end of August marks the end of the Methodist 
year.  At this time a portion of Methodist ministers move on and swap locations. Rev 
Tessica Hackshaw spent six years in the Grenada circuit as Superintendent, but this 
year at the end of August he has moved on to minister in Belize, another country 
but still part of the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and Americas (MCCA).  With 
him are his wife, daughter and son, and during the final week of August we 
celebrated their contribution to the work here in a packed and passionate worship 
service.

As the Hackshaw family flew from this island, the Pierre family arrived, and the Rev. 
Emasseau Pierre took up the position of Superintendent minister in the circuit.  We 
held a welcome and induction service, which the district president flew in to 
conduct.  The family are originally from Haiti, so they are all working in a second 
language.  At the end of the welcome service, Rev Pierre gave the blessing, first in 
English and then in French, a lovely moment celebrating and reminding me of the 
diversity of the Caribbean.

Vacation Bible School
My last prayer letter 
spoke of the end of 
school, but for me the 
end of school here marks 
the beginning of Vacation 
Bible Schools (You may 
know it as Holiday Club). 
This year I was involved 
in 3 VBS's, and 
organiser/leader of two of 
those.  I also helped out 
in the District Children’s 
Camp which was held in 
Grenada this year, with 
children from all over the 
South Caribbean District 
coming together.  These 
schools and camps are a 
major part of summer 
activity in the church, and a 
great way to share Jesus with children and young people in fun and relevant ways.  
There are too many stories to tell, but my favourite moments this year were 
celebrating Kirani's win with the children in his home town and the reaction of one 
of the children after district camp...'I have to go to the next one!'

Gouyave VBS - Gold medals for all in Kirani's hometown!
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Kirani Fever!
I watched a lot of the Olympics on 
TV, and at times I felt a bit sorry 
that I had not come home to the UK 
to experience a great celebration 
atmosphere.  However it was made 
up for a bit with the win of the 
Grenadian, Kirani James in the 
400m.  During his race the traffic on 
the roads stopped, people flocked to 
some of the large screens (usually 
used for advertising).  For about 
forty five seconds people where 
transfixed, some shouting, some 
screaming, some nervous, but when 
Kirani came home in first place the 
island erupted in spontaneous celebrations.  Carnival came early to his home town 
and cars drove around the streets waving flags and blowing their horns.  It is such 
a proud moment for all Grenadians, and Kirani himself seems to have a sensible 
head on his shoulders.  It must come from his mother who insisted after the race 
that she was very proud, but will be even more proud when he finishes his bachelor 
degree at the University of Alabama.  Children and young people here often look to 
other places for role models, in music artists or basketball stars. I am glad that 
they now have a home grown, hard working, young athlete to look towards. 

Please pray:

• Thank God for the blessing to Grenada of have a gold medallist and the 
positive message to the young persons of the nation.

• Pray Rev Tessica Hackshaw, Melanie, their son Azreal and daughter Aniah, 
Thank God for their contribution in Grenada and for them as they begin life 
and work in the south of Belize.  

• Pray for the Rev Emasseau Pierre, Jacqueline, and their daughters Samra and 
Staella.  Thank God for their willingness to serve here, that they might settle 
in quickly and experience the love and support of the Methodist and wider 
community.

As always please feel free to contact me,
Thanks for reading, God bless you

Andy Dye
(Methodist Mission Partner in Grenada)

'O for a trumpet voice, on all the world to call! To bid their hearts rejoice in Him who 
died for all. For all my Lord was crucified, For all, for all my Saviour died'

C. Wesley (1707-88)

Dancing on the roof after Kirani's win!


