
The Kipatricks – APRIL 2013 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As we write the country is celebrating “Avurudu” Sinhala/Tamil New Year and living 
near the beach (tourist area) or in its vicinity has it’s drawbacks as there is a certain 

amount of noise every weekend more or less or special Poya day (full moon day once a month, which is 
a holiday in Sri Lanka – this country in our opinion has the most number of holidays, the people are not 
complaining!) or celebrations including lots of fire works which we hear regularly, especially 31st night 
during our midnight service.  During weekdays we have the very busy St Thomas’ College.  So one 
could say Mount Lavinia does not sleep. 
We as Mount Lavinia Methodist Church as well, take our turn in using the beach not for a party but to 
celebrate the Risen Lord and witness.  This year again started with paper lanterns at 5:15 am singing all 
the way to the beach.  Then a short service was conducted as we see the sun rise (not literally as we are 
on the west coast of Sri Lankan) 

 
 
We read from John 21:1-14, “Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore….then the disciple 
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord””. 
 
 

You are also looking at proud grandparents for the first 
time to Joshua McFaul.  Strangely enough he was born 
on our son Daniel’s birthday (who was 20 on the 10th 
April). Mother and baby are doing well by God’s grace. 
 
We are excited at the prospect of seeing our grandchild 
and the rest of the family (even dad who is going to be 
93) soon.  Our visit is brief from 18th April – 13th May 
2013, but will saver each hour and day – would 
definitely enjoy the cool Irish air (Claudette).  
As we write we are experiencing heavy thunder (scary) 
and lightening – we better save this laptop as the 
previous one was struck by the lightening and destroyed.  

Praying for people especially those hit by this sudden downpour of rain.  The elements have not been 
very kind to Sri Lanka, in that we are still recovering from the effects of that terrible Tsunami where 
lives have been lost and children left without parents etc.  Floods & landslides even over these past 
years. We report one story with regards to this event many years ago and how Mount Lavinia Methodist 
has played a significant role in bringing hope, health and a future to two lovely children. 
 



 

 
 
The Tsunami monument where quite a few lives were lost while travelling in the fatal train from 
Colombo to Galle.  The picture (art on the wall) on the left shows the depict disaster. 

 
Caring for and support of two Tsunami Orphans 
by Mount Lavinia Methodist church 
Congregation Jeseema and Rohan: 
The	  Tsunami	  disaster	  of	  December	  2004	  
provided	  the	  BSR	  (Board	  of	  Social	  
Responsibility)	  with	  another	  opportunity	  for	  
service.	  A	  mother	  and	  her	  two	  children,	  living	  on	  
the	  Dehiwala	  beach	  were	  rendered	  destitute	  by	  
the	  Tsunami	  and	  the	  BSR	  was	  able	  to	  provide	  
ongoing	  financial	  and	  emotional	  support	  to	  them	  
when	  the	  Kalubowila	  Tsunami	  camp	  was	  closed	  
in	  January	  2008.	  The	  mother	  suffered	  a	  stroke	  
and	  was	  paralyzed	  in	  2008	  and	  the	  BSR	  took	  the	  
two	  children,	  Jeseema	  (aged	  15)	  and	  Rohan	  
(aged	  09)	  under	  its	  wing.	  The	  mother	  passed	  
away	  in	  February	  2009	  and	  with	  the	  support	  and	  
intervention	  of	  the	  BSR	  and	  through	  the	  

authorization	  of	  the	  Magistrates’	  Court,	  the	  two	  children	  were	  placed	  in	  two	  homes	  –	  Jeseema	  
now	  18	  and	  staying	  	  in	  the	  home	  of	  one	  of	  our	  members	  (Yvonne	  &	  Anton	  Jayakody).	  	  And	  Rohan	  
staying	  with	  Gloria	  (in	  picture),	  and	  Ray	  de	  Silva.	  	  The	  “Joint	  Scholarship	  Programme	  of	  the	  
Confederation	  of	  Medical	  Associations	  in	  Asia	  and	  Oceania	  and	  the	  Sri	  Lanka	  Medical	  Association	  
for	  Children	  Affected	  by	  the	  Tsunami	  Disaster”	  has	  been	  supporting	  these	  children	  since	  April	  
2010.	  	  One	  of	  our	  members	  who	  is	  also	  a	  medical	  Doctor	  (Dr.	  Suriyakanthi	  Amarasekera)	  has	  
made	  these	  funds	  available	  for	  these	  children’s	  future	  and	  education	  by	  setting	  up	  bank	  accounts	  
for	  them.	  
	  
Praise God: 
 

• For safe delivery of baby Joshua to Lydia & David and that mother ever though he was a big 
one (9 lbs 11 ounces – 9 11) she is well by God’s grace. 

 



• For the wonderful Easter celebrations and God’s anointing on many during this time. 
 

• For a good start in our initiative for the Prayer Breakfast - unlike Ireland we have string 
hoppers and potato curry for breakfast, Claudette also made a dhal curry (sort of a lentil 
soup).  

• That we have been able to cover Pastoral Care for all of our congregation and home 
communion for the sick and housebound regularly. 

• That we have seen a few members who have been healed and the testimonies to that effect in our 
congregation over the last couple of months.  

• For our Youth - we see Leadership emerging and that we are there to encourage them always. 
As we come home we hope to find some Youth material (series) for their spiritual growth - the 
MCI Youth Dept., Rev David Rock may help us to find some or indeed anyone else in Ireland.  

Please Pray:  

• For continued renewal following our Easter Celebrations and witness on Beach at Mount 
Lavinia - that many more will accept Christ as Saviour as He has already reached out to us.  

• For our safe travel as we arrive in Ireland (Dublin) on 18th April - home briefly for the birth of 
our 1st grandchild, God willing.  

• For all plans for the special celebrations for Theological College of Lanka (50 years), Methodist 
Church Sri Lanka (200 years) & National Christian Council (100 years)- special events planned 
to take place from this July until around August next year. Pray for new vision and the plans for 
special programmes for reconciliation that will be taking place in the nation during this time.  

• That the Lord will send out “Fishers of Men” especially from amongst our young people at 
Mount Lavinia Church. 

Thanking you for all your prayers - as we remember 
you all in ours and very fondly.  

Mervyn & Claudette Kilpatrick 
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