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Our recent visit to the 
Holy Land - Caesarea 
Philippi with Daniel 
our son, who came 
from University in 
England (Essex 
University, Writtle 
College doing 
Horticulture) to join us 
for his 21st Birthday 
on 10th April 2014. 
 

Mervyn is the minister of an 
English language church in 
Methodist Church Sri Lanka, 
Mount Lavinia Methodist Church 
(MLMC).  Claudette is Pastoral, 
Youth and Children's Worker.   
This is in the Mount Lavinia - 
Maharagama Circuit in the south 
of Colombo, the capital of Sri 
Lanka.  Mervyn and Claudette 
are sent as Mission Partners 
from the Methodist Church in 
Britain (WCR) & Ireland (MMS 
(Ireland).  
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mervyn & Claudette reported that their church, MLMC, has 
an active Youth Fellowship; a Youth Alpha Course brought 
spiritual growth and unity.  The youth continue to learn 
through courses a Discipleship Courses such as “Freedom 
in Christ”, and they reach out to others in the circuit and 
through evangelism crusades in the community, which 
involve various denominations.   
 
 
There is a very active Sunday school, with children from all 
denominations and also children from other faiths.  The 
young people under the leadership of Claudette visit Beach 
Children south coast to Mount Lavinia at a place called 
Ratmalana and also on ever 5th Sundays once a quarter 
which is Youth Sundays visit a private Hospice for people 
of all faiths and ages - from a three month old baby to 
elders. We sing and dance for them, share their grief, pray 
when asked and our Sunday school children and teachers 
who join them do craft for the young children.  

Youth Alpha Course 

The Methodist Church 
in Sri Lanka, which this 
month (June) 
celebrates its 200

th
 

anniversary, is 
continuing to grow.  
New congregations are 
being planted, some in 
houses, being sensitive 
to the predominantly 
non-Christian 
neighbourhood. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But Mount Lavinia Methodist Church take their turn in using 
the beach not for a party but to celebrate the Risen Lord 
and to witness. 

MLMC shows Christ’s 
love through supporting 
two orphan children 
through their schooling, 
giving micro loans to 
poorer families for self 
employment schemes, 
funding a bed in a 
children’s hospice, and 
providing 200 women 
prisoners at a local 
rehabilitation centre with 
basic toiletries.   There 
are also  
donations for Cottage 
Industries for the 
economically poorer 
Attidiya Society in their 
Circuit. 
 

The Hospice 

Since the church and 
Mervyn and Claudette’s 
home are near the 
beach there can be a 
lot of noise, especially 
at holiday times such as 
“Avurudu”, the 
Sinhala/Tamil New 
Year, which is 
celebrated In April.   
 

MLMC shows Christ’s love 
through supporting two 
orphan children through 
their schooling, giving micro 
loans to poorer families for 
self employment schemes, 
funding a bed in a children’s 
hospice, and providing 200 
women prisoners at a local 
rehabilitation centre with 
basic toiletries.   There are 
also donations for Cottage 
Industries for the 
economically poorer Attidiya 
Society in their Circuit. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
As a wider Circuit they have two full-time evangelists 
working in a new area called Homagama.  Although the 
Methodist Church is growing, there is a lot of opposition in 
some areas including some places in Colombo!  They are 
thankful to God that they have good relationships with 
everyone including the local police, clerics and others. 
 
Last year Mervyn and Claudette travelled with some 
members of the MWF (Methodist Women’s Fellowship) to 
the North of Sri Lanka, to the troubled Vanni area.  This 
sensitive area is about nine hours travel from Columbo.  
Their visit was to widows and orphans.  They carried a lot 
of dry food and clothes for the young and old.  They plan to 
continue to visit a recently-planted Methodist Church there. 
Another very successful event last year was a very 
successful visit of the Logos Hope ship to Colombo with 
thousands of people visiting the huge book shop and 
buying lots of Christian literature – up to 10,000 people on 
some days.  Four of their teams visited MLMC church 
during their time in port and they shared with the young 
people, the Sunday School, the parents, the Sunday 
morning congregation and the Young at Heart group.   

Witnessing on the beach 

This celebration starts 
with paper lanterns at 
5:15 am and with singing 
all the way to the beach.  
Then a short service is 
conducted as the sun 
rises (but not over the 
sea, as they are on the 
west coast of Sri Lanka).  
Mervyn comments, “One 
could say Mount Lavinia 
does not sleep”. 
 



 
One of their own young people, Navneth, had joined the 
ship in February 2012, and had just finished his term; he 
was now back home after a wonderful experience of 
Christian service and growth. 
 

 
 

FAMILY CAMP - (see Photo below) banner 'ONWARD IN 
CHRIST' our Bi-Centenary Theme. 

 
We had a very fruitful and enjoyable Family Camp in 
February, as a result of which two new fellowship groups 
have started here in MLMC - Men's Fellowship and 
'Rainbow Fellowship' for single and women who are going 
through tough times - both meeting once a month. 

Speaker: Ajith Fernando (YFC - Teaching Director) - seated left 
blue shirt next to Mervyn & Claudette Kilpatrick. 

 


