
Prayer Letter/News Sheet - APRIL 2014 - Mervyn and Claudette Kilpatrick – SRI LANKA 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings from one Emerald Isle to another Emerald Isle in the Name of The Lord of the Nations, 
even our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We thought we would just pen a few lines before we travel to Israel with a local guide from Sri Lanka 
called Dhanan Senathirajah who will also be conducting Bible Studies each day after our sight 
seeing.  Daniel is joining us from Chelmsford / London and also he celebrates his 21st Birthday with 
us on 10th of April 2014 and we will be in Jerusalem.  Sorry we are not in Ireland for our grandson 
Joshua’s 1st Birthday also on 10th April 2014, all 54 (from Sri Lanka, Canada, Australia, Netherlands 
& England we think) of the group can Skype him and his parents from Jerusalem (just a few of us will 
be better).  We pray that all our travels will go well.  Indeed this year is a year of travel for us as we 
plan on heading home by the end of September 2014 for our final furlough.   
 
As we mentioned in our last prayer requests, we have decided to just do the one 3-year term in the 
Methodist Church Sri Lanka and return to the Irish Methodist Church. We leave here at the end of 
September and after our final furlough and deputation, we take up our Irish stationing by 1st January 
2015. We have taken this decision for family reasons and sense a peace about it. Several things 
have confirmed our decision since.   
 
We look forward to our sharing with you during this time of furlough on our arrival in Ireland (God 
willing) on the 18th October 2014.  From 3rd – 18th of October 2014 we are at a Mission forum at WCR 
(World Church Relationships) at Marylebone Road, then we are taking part in a North Norfolk Circuit 
event and debriefing at WCR. Please pray for a place for us to stay from around the time we arrive 
until end of December 2014, including a vehicle to fulfill our furlough engagements (deputation).  
 
We are both well by God's grace, which we certainly do not take for granted. Our hearts and prayers 
go out for Julie Cunningham as she undergoes medical treatment in Australia and for Andrew and the 
children as they journey through this year of huge change.  And also praying for Margaret and Allan 
McIlhenny – praying for Margaret’s good health as well. 
 
This year of celebration of the Methodist Church Sri Lanka (200 years) continues to be a time of 
drawing inspiration from the past work of God and keeping our focus on Christ as we go forward 
among the lions. We take that last illustration from the Rev Jebanesan's sermon to our Mount Lavinia 
Methodist congregation on 9th March, which was a special celebration of 85 years of our Mount 
Lavinia Church plus the Bi- centenary. He spoke of Daniel in the lions den, where he continued to 
look up to God. He spoke of the 'lions' in Sri Lanka who are forcefully stopping the completion of a 
new church building at Buttala. He spoke of other influences at work against the worship and mission 
of Christ and also against other minority communities. The call remains and is the ongoing theme of 
MCSL, 'Onward in Christ'. 
         
We had a really good Family Camp at the end of February (see pic on next page) with over 80 of our 
people attending. Great Bible teaching from Dr Ajith Fernando and Pastor Hans Barbut, with special 
Youth and Children programmes. Things are unfolding as a result of decisions made at Camp, e.g. a 
single women's ministry and a Men's Fellowship /Accountability Group.  
 
We do thank each and every one of you for your prayers for us without which we would not have 
been able to prove God’s goodness and grace in our lives here in Sri Lanka.  We have had some 
trying times here but the Lord is faithful.   
 
We believe clearly that mission is being with God’s people where they are at.   We sincerely agree 
with that which was written in ‘Every day with Jesus’ for April 2014, “….go and make disciples of all 



nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father…Son and …Holy Spirit”  Matt. 28:19 - “this 
command of Jesus says nothing about our capacity to take control of the world and everything about 
His authority over the world.  The emphasis is not so much on going but making: ‘go and make 
disciples of all nations’.”  If we don’t move though we can’t “make” anything.  And “when we embark 
on mission we must always remember that we go, not to make Jesus Lord, because He already is 
Lord.  The aim of mission is not to encourage people to make decisions but to become disciples – in 
other words, the enabling of others to live lives worthy of God.”  Blessed be the Name of our Lord, 
even our Risen Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, to whom all glory, honour and praise is given in our 
lives wherever we are. 
 
FAMILY CAMP – AJITH FERNANDO NEXT TO MERVYN  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Methodist Women’s Fellowship (MWF), Sri Lanka “To know Christ and to make Him known” – 
Choir who sang splendidly at the our All Island meeting in Seeduwa Methodist Church near the 
Airport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just to change the subject – you wouldn’t believe how popular our Donegal man, Daniel O’Donnell is 
here in Sri Lanka.  We experienced such a warm lovely evening with him and thousands of Sri 
Lankans until late! 


