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The Methodist Church February 2018 Can't read this? Click here

Local Preachers'
and Worship

Leaders' News

Welcome to the latest edition of Local Preachers' and Worship Leaders' News.

IDEAS & RESOURCES

Local Preachers'
Sunday

 
A brand new Order of

Service for Local Preachers' Sunday is
now available on the Methodist Church
website here. It's a great opportunity to
celebrate the ministry of Local Preachers,
as well as to encourage others to
consider whether they are being called to
be a preacher. It has been developed in
collaboration with three district local
preachers’ secretaries (thank you to the
Revd Jen Mullis, Bill Offler and Ian
Warburton!). You are welcome to use the
order of service in its entirety or you may
wish to simply dip into it. There is no
longer a set date for Local Preachers'
Sunday - it can be any Sunday. Why not
use this Service to raise the profile of
Local Preachers in your circuit?

Whole Life Preaching

LICC (previously London Institute for
Contemporary Christianity) has been
providing thought-provoking and topical
resources for the church for many years.
Their latest project is called “Whole Life
Preaching”. In six short (10 minute) films,
Antony Billington and Neil Hudson explore
how a focus on whole-life disciple-making
can transform the way we preach. Every
episode is available free, online, with
downloadable discussion starters available
on the web too. You can find all the
material here. Why not suggest these as

Methodist Diary 2018

Click here to order your
copy while stocks last.

Climate and
Creation

 
Creation, the
environment, climate

change. They are all still relevant, and
thankfully people are starting to take an
interest again in what we can do to care
for God’s earth and those impacted by
climate change. If you're looking for
ideas for worship and preaching on these
themes, try Singing the Faith Plus. There
are links to various resources and
organisations working in this area on the
Singing the Faith Plus website. 

Bible Month

Bible Month is an
invitation to

spend 30 days as a church or circuit
focusing on a single book of the Bible.
During Bible Month, Preachers work
together to lead a series of four sermons
on the book, while small group leaders
help people within the church explore
ways to read Scripture more deeply.

Churches and circuits that ran Bible
Month last year found it a successful
event, with one participant commenting;

https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1A1D730JFC/cr.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2Z4S87-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2ZDAQA-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2YCALH-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2Z4S88-1/c.aspx
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EVENTS

your CLPD item at your next Local
Preachers’ Meeting?

Free Offers!
Seasons of my Soul, the

Methodist Prayer Handbook
2017/2018 and Hymns & Psalms

(word edition)

These are now all available to order from
Methodist Publishing, for FREE. P&P
applies. Order now while stocks last.

The Gift of Easter (2017 edition) is
now buy one, get one free.

‘Bible Month was a very positive initiative,
well received in various churches
throughout our Circuit. The material
provided was excellent. Please do it
again!’

Bible Month 2018 focuses on the book of
Jonah, the story of a reluctant prophet
sent by God on a surprising mission.

The resource book includes Bible notes,
sermon outlines and ideas for children
and young people.

For information about Bible Month –
including resources and training days –
click here.

The Five-Day Community for
Spiritual Formation

A five day retreat at Hinsley Hall, Leeds,
from 13-18 May on the theme
"Community in a fragmented world". Led
by Elaine Heath, Dean of Duke Divinity
School, North Carolina and Rev. Dr Roger
Walton, former President of Methodist
Conference. More information is available
here.

Reflect Retreat
6 - 8 April 2018

Organised and led by
Becky Fisher and Katherine Bloomber on
behalf of ‘reflect’ (Methodists supporting
retreats and spirituality).
 
This post Easter retreat at Douai Abbey,
Berkshire is an opportunity to use our
senses in prayer and travel the Emmaus
Road together. There will be several led
sessions with the time between sessions
intended for personal thoughts and
prayers. The gift of silence –
uninterrupted by mobile phones, e-
mails...
 

Politics, Power and the Passion -
Good news in an age of fake

news?
Wesley House Easter School

26-28 March 2018

Sam Wells, Elaine Storkey and
Simangaliso Kumalo will be leading us
through this year's theme, exploring the
intersection and implications of the Easter
story and our politics - in the broadest
sense of the life we share together. Mike
Long of Notting Hill Methodist Church will
be reflecting in a workshop on the
church's response in the aftermath of the
Grenfell Tower fire. For more details click
here. 

'To be a Pilgrim'
6 - 8 April 2018

As part of the Presidential and Vice-
Presidential theme for 2017/18, a
conference with the title ‘To Be a Pilgrim’
will take place at Cliff College from Friday
evening 6 April through to Sunday lunch
8 April. The programme offers a choice of

https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2YDFTE-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2ZAS35-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2VAEG7-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2VAFRZ-1/c.aspx
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WORSHIP: LEADING & PREACHING

There are local country walks, self-
service meals, single bedrooms, led
prayers, the opportunity to join with the
Community for some of their sung
Offices, the chances to "play" with
arty/crafty materials, time to sit and
ponder or just to be open to encounter....
  
For more information or a booking form,
please contact June Grunwald

Is your Local Preachers’ Meeting
an Event to Remember?

 
We are looking for great ideas that you
have used to bring your meetings alive. 
Training, activities, discussions,
workshops, resources: what has inspired
you? We’d love to pass these ideas so
we can all make our LP Meetings times
of engaging learning and lively
fellowship.

variety of different topics and activities,
with Rev Michaela Youngson, President-
designate, as the keynote speaker.
Bookings can be made through the
website by clicking here. This flier and
leaflet provides more information on the
conference.

Spectrum Conference
21 May - 23 May 2018

An inspiring Conference held at Willersley
Castle, Cromford, Debyshire. Speakers
include Rev Prof Michael Taylor and Mrs
Gill Dascombe. For more information
click here. To book your place speak to
Pat Anning on 01788 570616.

Summer School

The Worship: Leading & Preaching course
combines individual study (the “Prepare”
and “Apply & Reflect” material) with group
work.  The “Explore” sessions in each
module-section provide resources, but not
all circuits and districts find it easy to
provide such opportunities for their
Worship Leaders and Local Preachers in
training. That’s where Summer School can
help. It provides an opportunity for
students to do Explore sessions with
others from all over the Connexion in the
lovely surroundings of Cliff College. This
year, the dates are 6-10th August.
 
Students choose one of three streams,
focussing on Modules 1&2, 3&4 or 5&6.
Note that attending Summer School does
not replace the need for local tutorial
support for students. And it’s essential that
students complete their “Prepare” material
before attending Summer School: it’s not a
way to fast-track the course or avoid the

Guide for Tutors and Mentors

We have been working hard to simplify
things and explain the way the course
works. The first sign of progress is the
Guide for Tutors and Mentors, which pulls
together much information which was
scattered around the course on the Moodle
site and the Methodist website. It’s all in
one place now, as a document that can be
easily downloaded from here and printed. 
Although it’s designed to explain the
course to current (and prospective)
mentors and tutors, students are welcome
to read it as it explains how tutors and
mentors can best help students to
progress through the course. Nothing in
this Guide is new, so don’t panic – but
hopefully it will become a useful reference
source.

Worship: Foundations

mailto:jnurdglaw@live.co.uk
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2YW4TU-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2ZASXN-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2YW6L4-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2ZNOWD-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2ZDCXS-1/c.aspx
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need for personal study. This year, a
fourth stream, open to anyone, will be led
by Andrew Roberts based on his “Holy
Habits” book, but of special interest to
Worship Leaders and Local Preachers.
 
Summer School costs £395 including all
food and accommodation. Churches,
circuits and districts are urged to support
and affirm their worship leaders and local
preachers in training by contributing to
this cost. In cases where difficult financial
circumstances would prevent someone
attending, please contact the Local
Preachers’ office for details of charities
offering possible grant support.
 
Many of those who attended last year were
greatly encouraged in their call to preach
and lead worship, and found fresh
enthusiasm to press on with their study.
To book your place, contact Cliff College
here:
Note that the Worship: Leading &
Preaching is week 2 of the Cliff Summer
School – make sure you choose the right
week! Download our flier here.

W:L&P Submission Dates
      
A reminder that the submission date for
portfolios is March 31st 2018.
 
From now on, to simplify things for
students and tutors, this date will be kept
the same from year to year, regardless of
what day of the week it falls on. Note that
the deadline is final, and any submissions
received later than the 31st of March will
be deferred to the next moderation period.
 
This means that portfolios must be
uploaded on to the Moodle site and sent to
Tutors well in advance of this date. Tutors
need to assess the portfolios and send
them on for Regional Moderation before
the date above. Please be kind to your
Tutors and give them plenty of time to do
the excellent job they do.

Two brand-new resources are available
now to help newcomers to the course.
They may also be useful for those who
have been leading worship for a while, or
are considering helping out as a mentor or
tutor:

1.   A series of four videos: “Who was
Jesus?”, “Who is Jesus?”, “How do we
know about Jesus?” and “How can we
inspire people about Jesus?” by Dr
Calvin Samuel. As well as setting the
scene for prospective preachers and
worship leaders, these form a great
discussion starters for small groups
and Local Preachers’ meetings.
Transcripts and discussion questions
are provided here.

2.   Two short introductory videos taking
you through the basics of using the
Moodle website, where the Worship:
Leading & Preaching material is to be
found. Philip Richter takes you through
the basics, such as logging on, finding
your way around the website, and
what the various sections of the course
contain. And, of course, you can go
back to the bits you find difficult as
often as you need to!

We will be adding a resource on the basic
building blocks of worship soon: we will
keep you posted. 

Worship: Leading &
Preaching on Facebook

Don't forget to like our
facebook page.

https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2ZAO75-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2ZAO76-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2ZEHJQ-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2VAHIX-1/c.aspx
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NEWS 

Assisting in Worship
 
We are frequently asked what training is available for those who assist in worship, for
example by reading the lesson or leading prayers. The expression “assisting in worship”
has been used for these people, who would not wish to train as Worship Leaders, but may
find some of the material in the Worship: Leading & Preaching course helpful. It would be
easy for churches and circuits to understand this to mean that “Worship Assistant” is an
authorised category, which is not the case. The church does however want to encourage
everyone to exercise their gifts and graces in the worship of the whole people of God, and
will continue to develop learning resources such as “Worship: Foundations” to support
those who assist in worship.

FOOTNOTES

I'll never forget sunset in
the desert: sitting with my
engineering
colleague Kevin, cross-
legged on a carpet, sharing
thick, spicy coffee with two
Sudanese camel herders.
Kevin had lived for several
years in Qatar and on one

camping trip with his boys in the desert, had struck up a friendship with Ali and Yusuf.
They were expats like us, but paid to look after the local sheikh's prize racing camels,
and also the phone mast that cast its harsh shadow over us. We shared no language, but
we did share hospitality in the hostile desert, the taste of spicy coffee and the experience
of being sojourners in a strange land. And the tangible vulnerability of the desert as the
temperature dropped each minute and the light disappeared between the vivid,
treacherous red dunes that lay between us and the nearest tarmac, ten miles away.

Exegesis for 2018

For those who are planning ahead to next
year, the new 2018 exegesis passages
have been posted onto the Local
Preachers website here.

F&W Submission Dates

For those of you submitting Faith &
Worship assignments the deadlines for
submitting work to Methodist Church
House are unchanged:
 

Spring - 31st March 2018
Autumn - 30th September 2018

Reminders for Faith & Worship
        

From now on, to simplify things for
students and tutors, these dates will be
kept the same from year to year,
regardless of what day of the week they
fall on. Note that the deadlines are final,
and any submissions received later than
the 31st of March will be deferred to the
next assessment period. 

The very final submission deadline
date will be 31st March 2021

https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-59NNO-1D730J-2XES3P-1/c.aspx
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My desert experience gives me just a glimpse into Jesus' sojourn in a desert, the focus of
our Lent season. What did he experience as he grappled alone with the stark reality of
his life and calling, surrounded by the real threats of the wilderness, the barren
landscape, the plummeting night temperatures? The choices he faced were real, cast into
sharp relief by the harsh midday sun, rendered more urgent by raging thirst. But we
rejoice in the choices he made - to resist the strongest of temptations for the sake of
love and justice. The outrageous grace of God can still overcome the hatred, arrogance
and conceit into which human life so often descends. How will I choose grace this Lent? 
 
One choice I intend to make is to commit to pray each day for Christian sisters and
brothers in the Middle East, using the SAT-7 prayer handbook available here. I know that
even praying each day will seem hard - I know how easily distracted I am! But I will be
remembering the desert of Qatar, the wilderness of Judea, and the choices Jesus made.
And I know that the choices we make, however trivial or life-changing they seem, we
make in the strength, grace and peace that God provides.

Every blessing,

Bob Bartindale

Ministry Development Officer for Worship & Local Preachers

bartindaleb@methodistchurch.org.uk    

This newsletter is issued quarterly and we would like all Worship Leaders, Local
Preachers, Tutors, Secretaries and Ministers to receive it. Please encourage any friends
and colleagues who do not receive this newsletter to sign up by confirming their email
address to localpreachers@methodistchurch.org.uk. If they do not have access to e-mail
please print this out for them. This email address is also the best one for any general
enquiries on Local Preacher and Worship Leader issues.
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