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Dear Friends 
 
I have now been in Pakistan for just over 1 week. These are some initial 
impressions.  
 
My first Sunday I attended a service in English at the Cathedral for Praying 
Hands in Lahore and stayed for the service in Urdu. The girls from the hostel 
were very polite and said “Good Morning” to me. 
 
The streets of Lahore are busy and drivers require to be determined and go 
for it while blowing their horn. Some how it works although there are traffic jams with stop start 
traffic. I visited two of the projects I will work with as they are some distance from the Diocese 
offices and I will need to organise transport to get there. I met children at the school and the trainee 
midwives.  
 
It has been lovely meeting the people who work for the Women’s Development Service and being 
able to speak to them. My arrival has meant some benefits such as air conditioning in the office 
and a new toilet.  
 
On Friday I took the bus to Murree, high in the hills to attend language school. Murree has trees, 
pines and a much cooler climate. There is no air conditioning or fans required. There is an 
international group at language school; Europe is well represented, as is Korea. As usual we Brits 
rely on everyone else speaking English. I met teachers and house parents from Murree Christian 
School at the Sunday morning service. Familiar hymns from a book compiled by Graham 
McKendrick.  
 
The Queens Jubilee was celebrated. I was invited to afternoon tea with the British High 
Commissioner, which consisted of cucumber and smoked salmon sandwiches and then scones 
with jam and cream. Very English and it was lovely to learn more about working in Pakistan from 
such experienced people.  
 
As expected there are difficulties with electricity. The flat in Lahore, like most places, has a battery 
system, which at least keeps fans and some lights working. Hill Lodge in Murree also has a back 
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up system but torches are essential. We all manage to charge our computers and other gadgets 
though.   
 
Hill Lodge is very much about food. Much of the food is western but lunch is Pakistani food with 
chapattis. There is lots of discussion around the table and an opportunity to learn from each other.   
 
I am here to learn so I have a full day of lessons. Two lessons in the morning shared with a 
German student who is going to work in a children’s home for girls in Rawlpindi. In the afternoon I 
have an individual lesson. It has been helpful to have some vocabulary so the time spent before I 
left Scotland has not been wasted.  
 
I now have a mobile phone so my family has been texting me. I have only had Internet access 
since I arrived in Murree. I will be investigating what will be the best way to get connected.  
 
It is still early days but I have met many wonderful people.  
 
Thank you, for your prayers and support.   
 
Susan 
 
 
 


