
NEWSLETTER – December 2009 
 
 

Dear friends, 
 

As ever, this will probably end up being a New Year rather than the Christmas 
newsletter which was originally intended, No matter, it is good to greet you as 2009 draws to a 
close and to share a little of what has been going on in these islands. 

 
 

MISS UNIVERSE 
 

The big event of the summer was the 2009 Miss Universe Pageant held at the Atlantis 
Resort on Paradise Island. The celebrations actually lasted about 3-4 weeks as the contestants 
were involved in a variety of events and photo-shoots throughout the islands. At the end of the 
pageant there was a feeling that it was money well spent as it gave these islands, so dependent 
on tourism, a boost on the world stage. In case you missed it Miss Venezuela was the winner – 
apparently it was the second year in a row a contestant from that country had been crowned 
Miss Universe. 

 
SOCIETY 
 
I am sad to report that crime and violence in the country has reached record levels, and 

without meaning to scare any prospective vacationers to these islands, several attacks have 
been on tourists at tourist resorts. There have been more murders this year than ever before – 
84 to date – including the very ugly deaths of 3 young women in a two-week period. It is causing 
many questions to be asked about the state of society. During December it was good to see an 
increased police presence in public areas – especially the tourist and shopping areas. With the 
increase in violence there have been calls, including those from some church leaders, to bring 
back hanging, with a couple of marches being held to win support for this. One prominent 
Baptist minister has erected a wall of memory outside the church he pastors to remember the 
victims of violence. As you may imagine, the reasons and the solution for the problems are far 
more complex. 

 
SINGLE MOTHERS 
 

This year there was a report in the newspaper that 2007 saw the highest number of births to 
single mothers since 1985. In 2007 there were 5,177 births of which 3,167 were to unwed 
mothers a jump from 2,766 in 2006 and 2,706 in 2005. In 1985 there were 3,380 births, in 1984 
= 3,114, and in 1983 a mere 35. The 2007 statistics show that mothers age 15-19 gave birth to 
585 children – only 19 were married. 6 babies were born to children age 10-14. 
 

MARITAL RAPE LAW 
 
During the year a “Marital Rape Law” was enacted, which surprisingly had a mixed 

response in the Christian community, with the Christian Council itself getting in a bit of a knot 
with its response and comments – which, incidentally did not reflect the position of the main 
line denominations who were all supportive of the new law. Part of the problem is that formerly 
the Christian Council was only made up of the mainline denominations, but over the years the 
smaller non-denominational, congregational churches have gained more influence within 
the council and on some issues are not mindful of the stances taken by the more established 
churches. 
 



ALL SAINTS 
 

We continue to give pastoral and other care for persons at the All Saints Community. 
However, we are concerned about the way that no one, government agency or otherwise wants 
to take responsibility for the welfare of the community. The lack of clarity as to who actually is 
responsible is a great source of frustration. So, a group, Friends of All Saints” (FOAS) has been 
formed, of which a colleague and I are members, and is now seeking to develop an entirely new 
community in partnership with the relevant agencies, NGOs and other interested parties. 
It is hoped that there can be a greater response from the local community in helping those in 
need. The churches I pastor continue to support this work, and among other things are paying 
for young Antonique to attend pre-school which she loves– her mum has even joined the PTA. 
One of the initiatives that we have taken with ‘FOAS’ is to pay for the Bahamas Red Cross to 
supply All Saints with nutritious lunches, which the residents really enjoy and appreciate. 
 

Also, associated with those living with HIV/AIDS, in September I attended a seminar 
sponsored by the AIDS Foundation for those working with teenagers living with HIV/AIDS, and 
that includes those who are either infected or affected as in caring for a family member who has 
HIV/AIDS. A member of this group is a bright, vibrant young lady who discovered she was HIV+ 
from birth when she was about 14 years old, a result of transmission from her HIV+ mother. 
Her story is inspiring as she tells of the route she has travelled from shock to depression to one 
who is now determined to embrace life. It is a privilege to work with these young people. 

 
WALK TO EMMAUS 

 
October saw the first ever Walk to Emmaus held in the Bahamas, and as a result we have 

now formed the “Bahamas Sunshine Emmaus Community. We plan to have two men’s and two 
women’s walks each year. Walk to Emmaus is an ecumenical spiritual retreat movement 
administered by the Upper Room in Nashville, Tennessee, USA. Currently I am the Assistant 
Spiritual Director of the Community. In order for us to function fully as an Emmaus Community, 
we have been supported in a tremendous way by fellow Emmaus community members from 
USA. To be part of Walk #1 was indeed a special experience. We look forward to the movement 
being a major agent for bring Christians together to walk more closely with God. 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
The adult Christian nurture programmes continue to grow and are well attended. 

Recently we enjoyed and were inspired as we studied the 10 week long Short Term Disciple 
Study ‘Invitation to Psalms”. We continue to make stewardship a priority, and this includes 
helping persons to handle their finances better. I have also been involved in leading seminars on 
Lay Leadership in the church, as well as seeking to improve and make the class system more 
effective for pastoral and other purposes. 

 
SCHOOLS 

 
This September saw the establishment of a new Methodist School in Grand Turk, 

beginning as the ‘Susanna Wesley Pre-School’. With the economic downturn the 3 other schools 
in the District – St Paul’s College in Grand Bahama, Wesleyan School in Providenciales and John 
Wesley College in New Providence – have felt the financial pressures as enrolment in September 
was less than expected. 

 
STAFF NEWS 
 
My colleagues Mark and Stacia Christmas are now the proud parents of a son, Zuriel 

Keoni, born on 23rd November. Leonard Roberts Jr, a probationer local presbyter will be 
ordained at the 198th Annual Session of Conference, which will take place from 14-24 January 



2010. This will be also be the last conference at which our current President/Bishop, Rev. Dr. 
Raymond R. Neilly presides. 

 
FAMILY NEWS 
 
Susan continues to teach Grade 2 at St Andrew’s School. Jonathan (19) continues to 

enjoy being a student at Maryville College. He is in his sophomore (2nd) year. Thomas (17) will 
be joining him in August 2010 as he has been accepted to study engineering there. Thomas is 
now the tallest member of the family – he and Jonathan are both 6’1” plus. From mid-May – July 
2010 we will be on furlough in UK.  

 
As we look toward 2010 we do so giving thanks for all that has been good, purposeful 

and joyful in 2009– especially giving thanks that no hurricanes passed our way - and pray for 
peace and hope and the continued in breaking of the Kingdom of God in 2010, and that God’s 
peace and purpose may reign. 

 
We are indeed grateful for your prayers, news and encouragement and wish for you a 

very Happy and Peaceful New Year. We do feel humbled and grateful to be serving God in this 
place. 
 

God bless, 
 

Eddie, Susan, Jonathan and Thomas 


