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Greetings from Belize  
 

Advent and Christmas Greetings once again to you all from Belize.  

As I write, I am sitting on my sofa, with my feet up! 

Wow, I can hear you saying – Maggie is taking it easy! 

Well, yes I am – but it is an enforced rest! At the end 

of October I went to Punta Gorda in the south of 

Belize, in order to deliver some training. 

Unfortunately, I slipped down some steps and 

dislocated my foot, which resulted in torn ligaments 

and tendons in my ankle, and a fractured bone. So 

since then I have had my right leg in a cast which is 

due to come off just before Christmas (what a great 

Christmas present, to be able to walk without 

crutches again!). Living up 20 concrete steps has posed 

challenges, but with assistance I have been getting 

out of the house recently! I thank God for supplying 

me with all I need – wonderful friends to look after 

me; good medical facilities here in Belize City, and 

amazingly little pain! And I am learning about all the 

things I can still do with internet, phones and 

crutches!; about how to take things slowly ()m about 

giving and receiving, and how important relationships 

are for those who can’t out!  

Ok – enough about me! What about Belize? The 

work on the new Methodist High school continues, 

with a couple more mission teams helping over the 

past few months, and we have quite a number lined 

up for 2013. The school is scheduled to open in 

September 2013, and in addition to the UMC 

Mission teams and other donations, talks are in 

progress with 

the Social 

Investment Fund of the Belize Government. We 

are all praying for a favourable response from 

them. I was also able to visit Houston, the Fort 

Worth area and Oklahoma in September, 

attending mission fora and meetings with various 

churches and United Methodist Volunteers in 

Missions people; these are some of the teams 
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booked in, not just for the Belmopan High School, but to partner with us on other 

projects too.  

We are continuing the work with children and youth, and have been working on 

developing our safeguarding policy ready for the District Conference in January and we 

are now delivering the safeguarding training also to the teachers in the Methodist 

Primary Schools – that’s what I was doing when I broke my ankle! We were to have 

been in the 2 Honduras circuits in early December, with training for the leaders there, 

but this has been postponed until February 2013.  

A ‘Back to School’ Gospel Jamboree was held the weekend before schools re-opened, 

and we continue to encourage our circuits and congregations to plan children and youth 

activities. The resourcing of our church schools with the new ‘Growing in Fullness’ 

materials developed here in the MCCA, has been warmly welcomed by those working in 

the Sunday Schools.  

As usual through the autumn months, 

all our churches held their Harvest 

Festivals. I was blessed in that I was 

able to attend two of these before 

being ‘confined’ to my house, including 

the new Belama Church Harvest, where 

harvest gifts included things which the 

new church still needed, like cleaning 

materials, as well as the usual fruit and 

veg!  

Exciting developments are being 

planned for the January 2013 District 

Conference for the children and youth; as well as the usual sports or music 

programmes, we hope to have a ‘mini children’s, youth and young adults’ Conference 

Session, which will include discussions and activities around the Conference Theme for 

the upcoming year, ‘Fully on board: fully committed to Christ’’ and what this means to 

them and for them. We are also planning a Festival of Praise, with each youth group 

and Methodist School being asked to bring a choir, as well as dance, and drama 

performances. And of course, as always there will be the Young People’s Demonstration  

– a huge Youth Service, with all the youth and children from the Methodist schools in 

the District (including some from Honduras) taking part, which is followed by a parade 

through the streets of Belize City. It sounds like we are in for an exciting weekend – 

and we are currently working hard on the planning side of things – in amongst Advent 

and the preparations for Christmas!  

Many of you (in Britain at least) I hope will have seen the prayers in the 2012-2013 

Methodist Prayer Handbook on day 11 for Belize, written by some of the young people 

from Ebenezer Church here in Belize City. Sadly, despite a drop last year in the levels 

of violence, this has gradually crept up again, and 2012 will have more homicides than 

any year to date so far in Belize. We continue to pray and work with others on trying 
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to find solutions; much of the violence is linked with poverty, and with the constant 

lure of quick money linked to the drug trade, access to guns, and the gang culture, this 

means that ‘quick’ solutions cannot be the answer. Fundamental changes are needed. 

There are some positive signs, such as the construction company, which rather than 

use machines, employs extra personnel, giving people the chance of a job and income. 

Maybe not the quickest way, but the most effective way to assist those in need!  

In September, Rev Roosvelt Papouloute, our District President, was also appointed as 

President of the Belize Council of Churches. For the past year he has had a student 

Deacon working in the Ebenezer Circuit with him, (where he is the only appointed 

Minister), as well as myself. Tanya leaves at the end of this year, and as I go in March, 

the work load is going to be even heavier next year! We pray that there will soon be 

extra help for him in the circuit. 

As Christmas approaches, I am aware that my time here in Belize is getting shorter 

and shorter. I will be back in England by the start of April, in readiness to continue 

Diaconal training from the start of May at the Wesley Study Centre, St John’s 

College, Durham University. We thank God for continuing funding from the British 

Methodist Church in the form of an NMA (Nationals in Mission Appointments) grant 

which is enabling us to appoint a local person to continue to develop the work among 

children and young people here in the Belize / Honduras District. The person will be 

working alongside me for a couple of months, which will ensure a smooth transition. 

This is in addition to the new British Mission Partners, who arrived in Belize this 

weekend (8th December), Rev Andrew and Julie Cunningham, and their 2 young children, 

Elijah and Hannah, who will be living and working in the Stann Creek Circuit, in 

central/southern Belize.  

 

 

Please keep in your prayers: 

 The many mission teams who will be visiting Belize in 2013, as they make their 

preparations, and the projects they will be working on here in Belize, in 

particular the Belmopan Methodist High School; that funding will continue to 

come in and that all necessary preparations will be made for the opening of the 

school in 2013. 

 The new children and youth coordinator and all who are working with our 

children and youth in the Belize/ Honduras District of the Methodist Church.   

 That the violence will decrease and real progress will be made in finding 

solutions to the many-layered problems affecting the lives of so many of the 

young people in Belize City.  

 Rev Andrew and Julie Cunningham, Elijah and Hannah as they begin a new stage 

of their lives and service in Belize. 
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I wish everyone a joyful and peaceful Christmas, and may God continue to lead you and 

bless you in the year ahead. 

With love and prayers from  

Maggie Patchett 

Serving as a Mission Partner with the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas, 

Belize / Honduras District 

 

Tel (501) 223 2610 

Cell (501) 628 8004 

Email  mpatchett@gmail.com 

Skype Id mepatchett 

US Magic Jack Tel No. 804 490 7394. 

Mailing Address  
John and Charles Wesley Centre 

75 Albert St.  P O Box 212 

Belize City, Belize, Central America  

 

Please let me know if you no longer want to receive this newsletter. 

 

 

 

Images from the Culture Day at one of our primary schools 

celebrating some of the many different ethnic groups we have in Belize 
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