
 

Hello Everyone 

 

Well this really has been a ladies month. I 

attended the presentation of certificates 

to the ladies who had completed a 

tailoring course at Dhamsor early in 

March.  

 

The above four ladies from Dhamsor with 

the help of family members purchased 

sewing machines and have started their 

own small tailoring businesses. 

Later in the month I then officially opened 

another tailoring course in Chourkoli. We 

have two instructors this time and a 

young girl with severe disabilities who 

required a hand machine. 

 

We also celebrated Women’s Rights Day 

with a rally in Jobarpar and approximately 

300 local women attended.  It was 

organised by Krishna one of our staff 

members. 

 

I also took some time to ask the three 

senior female members of staff some 

questions.  

 

All the ladies have been employed for a 

number of years within the Church of 



Bangladesh Social Development 

Programme (CBSDP) Hannah for 10 years, 

Krishna 17 and Kolpana 19.  Kolpana is the 

projects administrator, Krishna the 

programme organiser for development 

and training and Hannah the field officer 

for HIV/AIDS and anti-human trafficking. 

One of the questions I put to the ladies 

was had this been a job of choice and for 

all of them it was. Krishna had several 

other employers prior to this position all 

very similar positions, Hannah had worked 

in an office however this was Kolpana’s 

first job. 

One lady is educated to Senior School 

Certificate level (SSC), one High School 

Certificate (HSC) and the other has a BA in 

economics and politics. All women have 

stated their husbands support them in 

their positions. This is very encouraging.  

It was interesting that even though 

throughout Bangladesh most women are 

still married very young (it is changing 

slowly) these ladies were married Hannah 

at 18, Kolpana 23 and Krishna at 31. 

I was also very interested in seeking 

information and discovering how they feel 

women can be empowered and the issues 

facing them every day. As they work 

within a mainly male dominated society I 

asked if they found any problems or issues 

they had to deal with. Within the project 

there are none however they find travel 

difficult especially in the rainy season 

travelling on a van-garry (a three wheel 

vehicle with a wooden board to sit on). 

They find having to wear saris very 

difficult as they get wet and muddy. 

Something in the west we would never 

have to face and to them it is a real issue!! 

 

All of the ladies have daughters, Hannah 

one and one son, Krishna three and no 

sons and Kolpana three and no sons. One 

of my questions was about how they felt 

women and their own daughters could be 

empowered. They all agreed that a 

woman being educated was essential and 

training women even local uneducated 

village women could have an impact. 

 

What more could be done to improve the 

situation in Bangladesh where many 

women still feel threatened and 

undervalued? This was a question I asked 

all the ladies and it was interesting how 

they responded that even though 

Bangladesh has a female prime minister 

they feel she is ruled by men! They also 

stated in the rural village areas more 



women are becoming empowered to 

make decisions, stand for local election 

and challenge those opposed to women 

becoming empowered. They are also 

faced with problems from in-laws. In 

Bangladesh when a woman marries she 

lives with her in-laws and becomes the 

house-keeper, cook and whatever else 

needs to be done. Not all in-laws are 

tough on their daughter-in-laws however 

many are. All three women also felt while 

women’s groups are good there should be 

more men and women meeting together. 

This I feel is an interesting point! 

 

My final question to the three ladies was 

to find out if there was a female who had 

inspired them. Hannah (Christian) was and 

still is inspired by a local Muslim lady who 

has not only been empowered and started 

her own business she has also opened her 

home so other women can meet together 

and help each other. Kolpana (Muslim) 

inspired by a Hindu college professor and 

Krishna (Hindu) a local Christian lady a 

manager with the Bangladesh Village 

Development Organisation (BVDO).  

 

 

 

Thanks for 

 The many women who serve the 

community at local and national level 

in Bangladesh 

 The staff of CBSDP who work to 

encourage and empower the local 

women 

 The ladies and all programmes 

running throughout CBSDP 

 The retreat I had recently with health 

workers throughout Church of 

Bangladesh 

 The old-age programme where 14 

people attended and many of them 

from the Hindu community 

 Being able to attend a woman’s care 

group while in Dhaka 

Prayers for 

 Many women who work tirelessly to 

combat discrimination and struggle 

for the rights of women 

 The many woman who suffer abuse 

from communities and often family 

members 

 That although many male and females 

work together within communities 

that many more will do so 

 The new woman’s tailoring 

programme starting on 2nd April 

“You educate a man; you educate a man. 

You educate a woman; you educate a 

generation.”  

Bingham Young  

Thank you for your prayers and 

encouragement, until next month. 

Pat 

 

 


