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Welcome to the fifth of my Supporting Church Newsletters. It’s now three months since I returned 
and will soon be two years that I have lived in the West Bank! It is not easy to live here and I am very 
grateful for the support and prayers that uphold me here. 

John Howard 
 
 
  

Living Christianity in the Holy Land 
The first group for this new initiative came here in 

February and while there are things to be learned 

from running the group, it was generally a great 

success. This initiative, run in association with the 

Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network, 

gives an opportunity for those who would like to, 

to come and see the work I do and the people I 

work with. The dates for 2019 are February 14th to 

25th. If you would like to know more please e mail 

me for further details. (e mail address below.) 

Speaking about life in the Middle East. 

 
At the end of August I will finish my time living in Palestine. I will then be available to speak about life in the 
Middle East, both about the situation in the Holy Land and, following my recent visit to Syria, about the situation 
inside that country. For two months, September and October, I am asked by the church to dedicate my time in 
that way, speaking to church communities in Britain. After that time, from November onwards I am also available 
to give talks, but that will then not be the main focus of my work. I have already arranged quite a few 
appointments but there are still spaces both mid-week and on Sundays. 
 

Would you like a speaker or a preacher? I am available to take services, speak to Women’s Groups, Guild 
groups or other fellowship groups – or to come to a church and speak at a one-off event. If you would like to take 
up this offer, please contact me on the e mail address below, so that we can set a date. 

 

 

 

 



 

Wi’am (One of the Projects supported by the Jerusalem Liaison Office). 
 
Wi’am is the Arabic word closest to the Greek word Agape usually translated “love” in English. Wi’am combines 
community activity with a style of conflict resolution known by the Arabic word ”Sulha.” In the condition 
Palestinians live in today, there are inevitably many conflicts between individuals and families. Wi’am seeks to 
resolve conflict non-violently by listening carefully to the parties involved and using the wider community to agree 
measures to address the reasons for the conflict. Wider family relationships are important in Palestine. A while 
back a murder occurred in Bethlehem and the family from whom the murdered woman came were looking for 
revenge - not simply against the murderer, who was convicted and imprisoned, but against the family from whom 
the murderer came. Wi’am arranged the means whereby the children of the murdered woman were taken care 
of for some of the time by members of the murderer’s wider family. This enabled relationships to be rebuilt and 
at the same time the needs of the children who had lost their mother, to be established as a priority.  
The project was founded by Zoughbi Zoughbi and for many years his name was almost synonymous with that of 
Wi’am. However Zoughbi is now the Programme Co-Ordinator for the World Council of Churches programme “the 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme for Palestine Israel” and the leadership of Wi’am has been passed on to 
a younger generation.   
To know more about Wi’am please visit; www.alaslah.org 

 

To contact me please e mail  
John_d_howard@hotmail.com 
Do follow my blog at: 
Therevdjohnhoward.wordpress.com 
The Jerusalem Methodist Liaison Office 
Web site is: www.methodist-liaison.org 
Follow us on Facebook at: 
MethodistLiaisonofficeinJerusalem 

Over the last few months I have used this prayer and 
found it very helpful – I hope you will too. 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which 
we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your 
hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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