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Revelation 21:5 “I am making everything new.” 
 
For many there is often something special about the New Year, the chance of writing on a 
clean page and the starting of new things; new hopes and desires, trying to make changes 
in ourselves for the better. In Revelation 21:5 God promises us a new start – “Behold I make 
all things new.” As Christians we may ask how can I improve my relationship with God, how 
can I help those around me to sense God’s presence in me and in themselves. It might be 
a time for a fresh examination of our spiritual growth. As mission partners working within 
different cultures we might consider how much do I need to change myself to accept the 
other.  
 
January in Korea is a down time for many in education. The younger children are free from 
school yet their parents still pay for them to take daily classes so they don’t fall behind. In 
our church the usual weekly programmes have stopped (partly due to freezing weather and 
dark nights) while the universities have a break for January and February. 
 
Next Semester (15 weeks with no break) Steve will take 4 classes, 2 at Hyupsung University 
where he is comfortably settled into his office and 2 starting at Methodist Theological 
University College (Seoul) plus run the English language chapel service. He is excited at 
the prospect of teaching at MTU and is taking the opportunity during this break to plan his 
new courses. 
 
Our Light of Faith English service ministry is in a good rhythm and our team has grown. 
There are at least 12 people besides ourselves, who participate in different aspects of the 
service. Our band is comprised of a keyboard player, a guitarist, a flautist, a cellist and 

singers. Our ‘flower lady’ (이겨희집사님) who does the weekly expansive flower 

arrangements in the main sanctuary also now (out of the kindness of her heart) does us a 
beautiful small? (‘please just use your leftovers’) arrangement . 
 
On 5th November 2017 our team were invited to lead the 2.00pm band led worship service 
in the main sanctuary. The sanctuary is very large and so it had a very different feel. Our 
team did very well as we concentrated on a multicultural approach between English and 
Korean and Steve had his sermon translated.  
 
After our weekly English services everyone is encouraged to stay for refreshment and chat. 
On special occasions (fairly often) we share a wonderful cake. The atmosphere is very 
comfortable and there is a lot of laughter as we all quickly try to catch up with each other in 
a short time. There is a real sense of belonging. Some ‘elders’ have commented to me, if 
they have popped in, on how much fun we seem to have. Yes we do. Another special thing 
we do every few months is to share a meal out having one just before Christmas. The 
contrast is that it is not usual in Shinkwang to have much fun together or to find out much 
about each others lives. 
 
Culturally, at least in Shinkwang, people do not even know each other’s names.  You are 

one of 4 levels with ‘nim’ (for person after it) and called that name. 장로 jangro – elder (in 

our church all men),  권사 keonsa (deacon) , 집자 jipsa (deacon), 성도 seongdo – (saints- 

everyone else) 
 



Some people actually do find this difficult and many do not like it. Lorraine belongs to a 
house group and finds out the inner workings of the church and thinking from people in the 
group. Belonging to a house group has also enabled Lorraine to share some of her thoughts 
which are quite different from the Korean way. Through this and her weekly Bible study held 
for women at home she has been able to demonstrate different ways of praying and sharing 
and supporting each other. Interestingly one lady who grew up going to a Roman Catholic 
school and has a wonderful knowledge of the Bible is adamant that she is not a Christian. 
Yet, when the group is praying for each other she is happy to ask others to pray for her 
family. Steve also has a small Bible study at home. 
 
There is rarely an opportunity for Sundays off as it is not the custom in Korea for pastors to 
do so. So people will take from Monday to Saturday to take a trip if they happen to have any 
holiday apart from National holidays. While Steve and I can cover for each other it is rare to 
have a Sunday off together. This has unfortunately made it difficult to visit other churches in 
terms of research or interest. 
 
The language continues to be a challenge at many levels and misunderstandings are 
frequent and may be humorous, baffling or just frustrating. The use of many text messages 
does not make it easy as people do not write in full sentences. 
 
Last week we had the opportunity to travel to Wonju to meet our friend Rev. Dr. Donghwan 
Kim and his wife Miwa again. Last Spring we visited him for the opening of the retreat centre 
he is in charge of. Currently he and his wife are running a weekly English speaking ministry 
for children aged 5-15 for 5 weeks on Saturdays. He had invited us to go and help. So the 
morning found us doing a short skit which was not necessarily lost in translation. It was 
hilarious. Then surprisingly we went out to lunch with Bishop Choi and 6 other Methodist 
ministers which was most enjoyable. During the afternoon session Steve and I alternated 
the 3 groups of children to teach English. We soon adapted the material we had been given 
to fun games each in our own style. Apparently the children really enjoyed it. Then before 
we left the Bishop came back with cinnamon pancakes which were great. We plan to go 
again soon which has nothing to do with the fact that Steve’s Bible was left behind. 
 
Our daughter Hannah came out for Christmas again this year and we did a day tour to the 
DMZ (demilitarised zone) and the JSA (Joint security area). Little did we know when we 
visited that a couple of weeks later it would be so much in the news and we had been in the 
actual room where the leaders had their meetings.  
 
We also had 2 nights away to a national park called Gyeryongsan. Much to our surprise we 
were able to renew a friendship from the previous year and experienced wonderful 
hospitality. On our first meeting as a potter who had trained in Japan and with Michael Leach 
I had been able to establish a rapport with a lady potter called Soonja Joung. She lives and 
works with 9 other potters in Gyeryongsan Ceramic village. On this visit we popped into see 
and she immediately invited us to stay to lunch later. She then rang the lady who ran the 
pottery showroom and got her to open it for us. We had a wonderful lunch with her brother 
and another builder and son. We then had tea and fruit in the showroom and bought some 
pots. Then Soonja suggested we go to a Buddhist retreat centre nearby to meet an American 
Abbot who plied us with minute cups of tea while we sat on the floor and chatted in his room. 
 
A special honour we had on 7.12. 2017 was to be invited as MCB mission partners in South 
Korea to represent the British Methodist Conference on the occasion of Rev Peter Mungiria 
Mbui’s commencement of the IGST Programme. Peter is from the Methodist Church in 
Kenya and was a SALT student. This was held at Methodist Theological University in Seoul. 



Peter was very pleased to have us there as we were very pleased to support him. It was a 
most enjoyable occasion followed a lovely lunch and we able to catch up with several friends.  
 
Please pray for our ministry as it continues to expand. 
 
Love in Christ 
Lorraine and Steven Emery-Wright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


