Partnership visits to Cameroon and Mozambique 
23 August – 9 September 2013
The aims of my partnership visits were to meet with MCB mission partners serving with partners in Cameroon and Mozambique as well as the Heads of Partner Churches, to assess as well as review the contributions of MCB mission personnel at their stations. I also seized the opportunity to attend MC Nigeria’s mini-conference for the election of its new leader to take over in October 2013.
Cameroon

Buea

· Met with the Moderator at the PCC Synod office – Rev Dr Asana was very grateful for contributions and support from Daniel and Grace Pratt-Chapman as MCB mission partners  both lecturing at the Presbyterian Church Seminary
· Rev Asana discussed the escalating situation in Northern Cameroon where over two thousand Nigerians have fled from Northern Nigeria due to ongoing violence by Boko Haram. He plans to send up-to-date information and asked for assistance to serve the refugees who were mostly Nigerian Christian families
· Request for the ’Table-talk’ cards introduced to guests at the Pre-Conference Consultation in London in June 2013. He was very impressed with the concept plus its application to all ages 

Yaounde

· Met with Rev Samuel Fonki –an ex-SALT student in Yaounde. He was recently posted as the superintendent of the Yaounde region. I attended the Sunday morning service where the sermon was based on Isaiah 58 verses 9-12 and Proverbs 14 verse 31 
· I later met with Prof Edward Forcha –the Dean of Theology department at UPAC –one of the MCB partners. The department has over 200 theology students drawn from Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, DRC, Cameroon, Benin, Togo and Cote d’Ivoire. Prof Forcha asked for support for a visiting Missiologist to help supervise doctorate students and give lectures to students during short-term visits. This will enable the department to eventually have its own missiologist and share expertise regionally

· Also UPAC Theology Department mentioned the need for an English teacher to offer language classes to theology students mostly from francophone students expected to participate and serve in churches in a bilingual country such as Cameroon. The English classes would also improve research access and interaction with the Presbyterian Church Seminary in Buea, the English speaking region of Cameroon 
Kumba

· Visited Daniel at the Presbyterian Church Seminary where he lectures though he often travels to Buea to preach in churches to mingle with Cameroonians and understand PCC’s liturgy. I met with a few elders and members of PCC and they spoke highly of Daniel and were very appreciative of his ministry. The family has integrated into the society. 
· We discussed the possibility of Grace and Kwame returning to the UK in December when Grace hopes to start her maternity leave. MCB personnel has been informed
· Daniel to enquire about school options for Kwame expected to start nursery school next year
Douala

· Visited the PCC self-funded Street Kid programme in Douala. The church organises Christmas and Easter parties, helps with schooling, health care support, provision of food and maintenance
· PCC members organise fund raising activities and the programme leaders inform the church of emergency. 
· The church generates two reports annually and conducts and produces an annual financial report for its auditors
· Eligibility for support is decided by a panel set up by the church and each child has a case note completed by a volunteer social worker who is also a church member
· PCC made a request for help with Safeguarding training for workers and its policy development. Also having a Church liaison worker to co-ordinate the activities was suggested by the PCC synod secretary but assistance with funding the post would be appreciated

· PCC is aware of a similar project running in Ghana and asked if a visit to Accra by few of its members could be sponsored to exchange ideas and discuss issues contextually without reinventing the wheel

Nigeria

· I represented MCB at the retirement ceremony of Prelate Ola Makinda in Muson Centre, Lagos. National and international dignitaries attended the ceremony and his achievements as the Head of MC Nigeria these past seven years were listed. 

· Met with Richard Jackson and Keith Phillips organising the lay group training for MCN and explored the varying training model options applicable to African partners.
· Also I met with Archbishop Samuel Uche the newly elected Prelate and got contact details for future correspondence. MCN raised concerns about the impact of the proposed £3,000 charge for Nigerian guests to the UK on partnership visits and wondered how and when such funds would be returned.
Maputo
· I visited Malcolm and Gina Oliver with Chipo and Luyando in Maputo, Mozambique where both are serving as mission partners. Malcolm serves as the minister for the English speaking services held weekly at the church in the city centre and Gina works as a community nurse. Both were still taking Portuguese classes to improve communication with the locals. 

· Gina and Malcolm plan to move to Mashishi Methodist Hospital located further north in Inhabone province to understudy its mobile clinic/ outreach unit for IWM’s mobile clinic project. Malcolm would be able to continue to minister to both the locals, tourists and expatriate community in the area. This is in response to one of the mission priorities of IWM proposed by Bishop Dinis Matsolo

· Another vision of the church is to promote evangelism in Northern Mozambique. There was enthusiasm to work together with UMC to encourage resource sharing. The two Mission Directors met with us briefly and a Memorandum of Understanding would be drafted for the approval of both Bishops. The IWM Mission Director would be based at Nampula province to coordinate IWM mission events in the north
· A request for MCB grant to publish a Portuguese prayer book written by ----------a Mozambican for Methodists as well as ecumenical use in Mozambique was made. The book would be good for liturgy as well as an evangelical tool for new converts. Both Bishops would approve its content before publishing it

· There was a proposal for joint work with MC Zimbabwe at Chimoyo where many Shona speaking Zimbabweans reside in Mozambique. Working jointly on crèche provision and church activities with MC Zimbabwe would promote partnership between both conferences as well as serve the locals in the Monica province located in Central Mozambique. OO to have further discussions with Bishop Amos
· Bishop Dinis Matsolo asked for assistance with group training of laity and presbyters by Brazilian Methodists under the SALT programme. OO to follow this up with SL. Also he asked for assistance with exchange visits to South Africa to upskill IWM personnel and help improve communication in English too
1st June 2013
Arrived in Kenya.

At Mwaza, Tanzania
Bishop Ntombura and I flew to Mwaza airport in Tanzania and were met by Tanzania’s Synod Bishop – Leopold Ndaki .  We seized the opportunity to view a very promising property to serve as MC Tanzania’s Connexional Office as well as Church location in this town. The property has great prospects.
Later in the day we travelled to Magu, about forty miles away to meet with Methodist Church members. Two ministers were recently ordained at Burgudi Methodist Church- Revd Leah and Revd Emma who both manage four circuits between them. There are several evangelists from the 46 congregations in Tanzania needing further training as well as organising lay preachers training to assist the overstretched ministers before training more Methodist ministers.
There is Revd Paul and the Bishop Leopard both manages a circuit each in North Western Tanzania. Methodist Church Tanzania synod is a new national church supported by MC Kenya and now has partnership with Methodist Church Britain. 
MC Tanzania at Magu, Tanzania
The church has a dispensary, a primary school and a church building with a manse on site. They were built with funds from Irish Methodists and the dispensary serves the whole community in the delivery of primary health care. The primary school recently completed two blocks of class rooms for primary six pupils by support from Irish friends and well wishers. I had the privilege to meet with the youths and leaders of Kanisa Methodist Church. 
3rd June 2013
We visited the District office to meet with government officials as the Methodist church and local government work in partnership to provide education for the locals. The District officer commented about the high illiteracy rate in region and lack of infrastructure for education. The Methodist church seeks to build its first secondary school in the area to serve the community. The government plans to provide good teachers and support workers and it is most grateful for its plans. There is currently high teenage pregnancy since there are no recreational facilities and few employment opportunities.
On arrival at the proposed school site, Bishop Ntombura laid the foundation brick, community and government officials attended and thanked God for this brilliant vision to have a Wesley Secondary School in its communities. The children and youth displayed wonderful choreography and sang to God. It was touching to see many youths on site because there was no secondary school to attend.
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Challenges
· Salaries for MC Tanzania ministers are paid by MC Kenya because most of the Methodist churches are in the rural areas and the socio-economic status of members is quite low. It wishes to start an income generating project in Mwanza with the assistant of partners.

· The new national church hopes to equip its Connexional office with basic equipment for internal and external communications. 
· MC Kenya would consider assisting MC Tanzania with ministerial training at Kenya Methodist University as well as Kenya Methodist ministers coming over to mentor Tanzania Methodist ministers. MCB would consider offering assistance with the capacity building by evangelists and lay preachers under group training SALT scheme.
Opportunities

· With MC Tanzania now a partner of MCB, it should be able to promote its mission priorities by having its strategies in place. MC Tanzania has already purchased the land and constructed the foundation of the first three classes – a great contribution from this new synod.
· The youths to assist in planting around the church perimeter to prevent encroachment on church land as well as provide a safe area for church kids to play. 
· The Tanzanian Methodists to become responsible for its mission affairs as well as seek ways of growing to be self sufficient 

MC Kenya mission strategies
Following the induction of the new Presiding Bishop of MC Kenya, Bishop Ntombura Mwaine discussed the mission priorities with me and thanked me for the ongoing partnership between the British and Kenyan.
I had the opportunity to meet with the Connexional team officers – most of whom are young, enthused and experts in their fields. The new Mission Director aims to increase church membership across the nation to strengthen the voice of Kenyan Methodists in influencing their political and community leaders on various issues. This should also increase church growth and promote mission within and outside Kenya.
Bishop Ntombura has set up a new Mission Council to promote mission within different categories. Members are made up of professionals in their fields to ensure the focus of the Church in upholding the Word of God as well as using great business and administrative models to empower church members to be ambassadors for Christ and support mission within Kenya and beyond.
City churches link-up with village churches to support and up-skill church workers. This should spread the responsibility and participation in mission activities e.g. starting projects to support mission.
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MC Sudan as a mission station of MC Kenya
MC Kenya is currently sponsoring a Sudanese minister in training and has asked MC Britain to offer support to MC Sudan. The minister in training approached MC Kenya for help and following the independence of South Sudan, the minister wishes to operate as a district. There is a Methodist Church congregation, however financial support for office administration and communication would make it better accountable with partners. The annual grant would be administered under the supervision of MC Kenya. The MCK director of missions travels at least once annually to encourage and meet members in Sudan. MCB has offered financial assistance in the past.
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Meeting with MC Uganda staff in Kampala

Bishop Ntombura and I met with MC Uganda Connexional team made up of Revd Amooti , the District Superintendent, the Finance Officer, two development officers and Prof Waiswa, a consultant for the church. The focus is to improve food security among members as well as their communities by providing high quality grains for farmers and teaching new farming techniques to improve both quality and quality. Hence Uganda Methodists church members enjoy improved economic status and hopefully support church mission activities. The Church development unit currently works with the Food and Agriculture Organisation to reach farmers throughout society. 
Joseph a member of the Development team is also a part-time lecturer and asked if some unused Methodist buildings could become a resource centre, for conducting training of lay preachers and evangelists, and other short term courses. Eventually it could potentially become a satellite campus for the Kenya Methodist University (KEMU) in Uganda. Bishop Ntombura was impressed by the suggestion and has invited Rev Amooti to Kenya to share this vision with KEMU Board members in Nairobi.
Mrs Jane Magambi was also present as the women’s representative and requested for assistance to renovate the run-down women’s centre so women could acquire various skills to improve their socio-economic positions. Bishop Ntombura promised to link Jane up with Methodist Guest House personnel to train women for the hospitality sector which could be a source of income for both the church and Ugandan women.
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Meeting with MC Uganda ministers
We later met with the five MC Uganda ministers and their most important concern was lack of ministers for the expanding church. There are six circuits, 46 congregations and four ministers.  There are also five Methodist schools though buildings are dilapidated with challenges to paying teachers school fees, hence the need for ways to generate income for the church and individuals. Also there is no Methodist seminary in Uganda and the ministers asked if KEMU could offer specialist training with the support of MCB to have a succession plan for the ministerial team. They were very appreciative of the financial support from MCB and mentioned that help with lay preacher training and evangelists would ease the preaching burdens on Ugandan ministers.
All African Conference of Churches celebrates 50 years 3 – 9 June 2013

The theme of the conference was “God of life, lead Africa to Peace, Justice and Dignity”. The first AACC assembly took place in Kampala 50 years ago and ecumenism in Africa it is still ongoing. Past presidents, church leaders and partners celebrated the 10th General Assembly/ Silver jubilee at Munyoyo Commonwealth Resort in Kampala, Uganda with African youths and women actively participating. It was a good opportunity to network with African partners and friends.
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Foundation laid for Wesley Secondary School class block
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MCT Dispensary serves the community
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Newly completed classroom block at MCT Primary School








�Accra District officers with Bishop Pratt
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Community leader thanking the Church for the first Secondary school in the locality
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Youths dancing and worshipping God by the proposed school 
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MCT ministers with Bishop Ntombura
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MC Uganda ministers








�


MC Uganda Development staff
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AACC young Theologians’ choir











