Matthew 5 v 13-16 (The Message) 
How might this story of salt relate to pioneering ministry?

13 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavours of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 14-16 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colours in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.”
We could think of salt in three different ways:  
1. We are the seasoning of the earth, here to bring out the flavours of God’s world. 

2. We are the antiseptic of the earth, here to bring healing to God’s world.
3. We are the preservative of the earth, here to keep the good things of God’s world good.
The usual reading of the text was accepted for many years and then scholars began to explore the passage again. Granular salt does not usually lose its saltiness. What if Jesus was referring to the salt of the soil, the minerals of the earth and a substance more like fertiliser or compost? If we think of ‘salt of the soil’ we have a very different image, a life-giving force, dug into the earth, diffused throughout the earth, enriching, and enabling growth, changing the environment. 
4. We are the salt of the soil enriching and changing the environment. 

· Salt of the soil/earth is a gospel image that captures something of the nature of God distinct, yet strangely earthed, and unrestricted.
· Jesus was not teaching chemistry but using an ordinary everyday image.

· Rabbis commonly used salt as an image of wisdom which may explain why the Greek word represented by ‘lost its taste’ means ‘become foolish’...a foolish disciple has no influence on the world.

Pioneers as the salt of the soil 

As salt of the soil pioneers offer a distinctive contribution within their communities.
· This kind of ‘salt of the earth’...needs scattering, spreading. If it stays in one place it destroys the composition of the soil. 
· This kind of salt does not exist for itself, it is intended to be used up. 
· This salt of the earth enhances life, it does not destroy life. 
· This kind of salt nurtures an environment that enables growth. 

Holy God we give thanks for pioneer ministry. 

For all who seek to be salt of the soil in which they find themselves, 
life-enriching 

life-enhancing, 
revealing the beauty of God, 
Amen. 
