A Dialogue of Redemption between Hagar and Sarah

In this retelling of the story, let us imagine a conversation between Sarah and Hagar, two
women whose lives were intertwined in the complex narrative of Abraham's family.
Through this dialogue, their voices can be heard as they reflect on their shared experiences,
challenges, and the resilience they found within themselves.

Sarah: Hagar, sit with me. Let us reflect upon our journeys together. Our paths have crossed
in ways we could have never anticipated. | want to hear your story, your perspective, and
perhaps find understanding between us.

Hagar: Sarah, | appreciate your willingness to listen. As a maidservant, my voice was often
overshadowed by the authority and power held by those around me including you and
Abraham. There were moments, Sarah, when | felt like an outsider in your household. |
carried a child, yet | wasn't truly part of the family. The inequality was tangible. | felt
vulnerable when the dynamics shifted, especially after Ishmael's birth. My joy was tempered
by the knowledge that | was still a servant, dispensable and easily discarded.

Sarah: | was blind to your vulnerability, Hagar. | only saw my own pain and frustration. The
societal expectations placed upon me made me desperate, and in that desperation, | failed
to consider the impact on you. | imposed my desires on you, treating you as a means to an
end. The pressure | felt to give birth weighed heavily on me, and | projected that pressure
onto you. | see now how wrong that was. When | offered you to Abraham, it was out of
desperation, but | failed to consider the impact it would have on you as a woman, as a
mother. | am sorry for the pain it caused you.

Hagar: Your apology means a lot to me, Sarah. It was a difficult time for both of us, each
longing for a different kind of fulfillment. | understand your yearning for a child, as |, too,
experienced the joy and pain of motherhood. Sarah, it was a difficult position for me. | was a
servant, without the freedom to refuse. When you suggested | bear a child for Abraham, it
wasn't a choice | could make freely. | felt obligated, trapped in a role that left me vulnerable
and voiceless.

Sarah: The jealousy | felt when you became pregnant with Ishmael consumed me. | became
blind to the ways in which you suffered, isolated and misunderstood. | wish | could change
the past, Hagar. | see now that we were both victims of a patriarchal society that pitted us
against each other. The patriarchal expectations were suffocating, and |, too, felt like a tool
to produce a child.

Hagar: | understand, Sarah. We were both confined by societal expectations, trapped within
prescribed roles that left little room for our individual dreams and aspirations. Our worth
was measured by our ability to bear children, reducing us to vessels for the fulfillment of a
promise. The weight of societal expectations is crushing.

Sarah: We were both trapped, Hagar, by a system that devalued us as women. My heart
aches for the pain | caused you. | wish we had been allies, supporting each other against the



oppressive structures that sought to define and confine us. Our stories are intertwined,
Hagar, marked by struggle and sacrifice. It is time we recognise our shared strength and
resilience. Let us reclaim our narratives, challenge the patriarchal norms that have shaped
them, and find healing within ourselves and our relationships.

Hagar: | agree, Sarah. Our voices deserve to be heard, our experiences acknowledged. We
have much to offer the world, beyond the confines of the roles assigned to us. Perhaps,
Sarah, in recognising our shared struggles, we can move forward. We can challenge the
patriarchal norms that bound us and build a bond rooted in understanding and solidarity.
Our voices, our stories, deserve to be heard, not as tools of a narrative but as strong women
navigating a challenging world. Let us stand together, supporting and empowering each
other, as we strive for a more equitable future.

In this imagined conversation, Sarah and Hagar find common ground and empathy for each
other's experiences. They acknowledge the impact of patriarchal structures on their lives
and seek healing and understanding. Through their dialogue, their voices intertwine,
challenging the traditional narrative and inviting a more nuanced understanding of their
shared story.
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