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Singing the Faith

A service of thanksgiving

to celebrate the publication 

of the new authorised hymn book

for the Methodist Church in Britain

Friday 21 October 2011 

Wesley’s Chapel, London

Call to worship: Psalm 95 (NRSV) (StF 818)

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

3 For the Lord is a great God, 

and a great King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5 The sea is his, for he made it, 

and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

6 O come, let us worship and bow down, 

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

7 For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture, 

and the sheep of his hand. 
Hymn: “Born in song!” by Brian Hoare (StF 21)

Born in song! 

God’s people have always been singing.

Prayers of praise and confession

God of joy, we praise you, for the music of creation, heard

in the swell of the sea and fast flowing mountain stream,

in the dawn chorus and sweet song of the nightingale,

in the rustle of leaves and the clap of thunder.

We praise you for music makers,

for composers and writers, making music and songs of all kinds,

for those who perform as soloists, members of choirs,

music groups and orchestras.

We praise you for music which speaks to our emotions,

soothing us when we are troubled,

strengthening us when we are afraid,

moving us by its intensity and thrilling us by its power.

We praise you for the music of worship,

for John and Charles Wesley, who have bequeathed to us

a great tradition of singing within the Methodist Church,

for all who have followed that tradition in our churches

and for those responsible for the publication of previous authorised hymn books.

Through our hymns we sing our faith 

and lift our hearts and voices in praise to your Holy Name.

God of joy, even though we sing our hymns and songs, 

our lives do not always reflect the fullness

of your life of love and compassion.

We fail to reach out to those in need,

to cross boundaries of race and colour and creed.

Even our singing can become a ritual

rather than an outpouring from the heart

or something we argue about rather than an echo of your joyful spirit.

Forgive us, O Lord and break forth into our lives. Amen.

Liturgy: “Lord, have mercy” (StF 751)

Canticle: “A song of Christ’s glory” (StF 797)

Hymn: “Speak, O Lord, as we come to you” by Keith Getty and Stuart
 







       Townend (StF 161)

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 

to receive the food of your holy word.

Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17 

Scripture: Acts 16:19-32 

Sermon

Hymn: “For the music of creation” by Shirley Erena Murray (StF 74)

For the music of creation, 

for the song your Spirit sings

Presentation to members of the Music Resources Group

Song: “Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King” by Chris Tomlin (StF 77) 

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King: 

his love endures forever.

Song: “King of kings, majesty” by Jarrod Cooper (StF 331)

King of kings, majesty, 

God of heaven living in me.

Hymn: “We will walk with God” Traditional hymn from Swaziland (StF 484)

Sizohamba naye, 

wo wo wo

We will walk with God, my brothers, 

we will walk with God.

Prayer of thanksgiving 

God who sang the world into being,

we give thanks that you have raised up a people born in song,

to respond to you wholeheartedly in worship and service.

We thank you that you still pour out your creative gifts upon your people,

and inspire us with the movement of your Spirit.

Help us to use your gifts wisely,

so that our creativity points to you and does not become an end in itself;

and may the fruits of your inspiration

continue to equip your church to worship you,

to proclaim your love 

and to service the present age. Amen.

Prayer of intercession 

Even as we sing our songs of hope and joy and love, O God,

We know they may offend those who suffer injustice:

People who are wounded by life,

the lonely, those devastated by war or oppression,

the hungry, the exploited and homeless.

May our songs resonate within us the costly life of Jesus.

Sometimes when we try to live like Jesus,

the task becomes burdensome, O God.

When we go through the desert places of the tough journey:

May our songs energise within us the costly life of Jesus.

For you are both the song and the singer,

You are the melody of truth and love;

You are the harmony of unity and reconciliation.

Sing within us, O God, that we may carry your music,

to those who have no song to sing. Amen.

The Lord’s prayer

Hymn: “O for a thousand tongues to sing” by Charles Wesley (StF 364) 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

my great Redeemer’s praise
Blessing

(Prayers reproduced courtesy of the Revd Barbara Bircumshaw, Chair of the Music Resources Group, and the Revd Ian Howarth, a member of the Music Resources Group)

