Dear Church friends,    







 February 2014
I hope 2014 is treating you kindly. I hear it is very wet in the UK, particularly on the Levels near where I lived in Somerset, I hope you have not been affected by the weather in any way. We have just come through an almighty deluge this lunchtime, where the streets were flooded and impassable by foot without paddling. This however is normal for Choma in the rainy season, and soon even the 2/3 metre deep puddles will dry up. At this time of year the mighty Zambezi is in flood, and the flood plains stretch for 25 kilometres to Mongu in Western Province. There the Lozi king will soon leave his lowland palace using his elephant barge, paddled by 50 warriors, in favour of his highland palace where he is in less danger of getting his feet wet every time he steps out of the front door! Other casualties of the rains are large animals like elephants and hippo several of whom are swept over the falls each year. 
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Here in Choma, roughly a 15hour drive from Mongu, our building programme is progressing nicely.     Houses 1 – 4 are now occupied by tenants 5 is at roof level and 6 at window level. We are planning on buying the roofing sheets soon and then we will progress with the interiors. As I mentioned before, with the influx of civil servants we have no difficulty in renting our houses once they are built, and people approach us nearly every day. 

Moira  and Dave Lee from Newmachar stayed with me for almost 3 months, and, despite my efforts, Moira left to join Dave on the 21st December; however we welcomed the  arrival of Malcolm Evans on the 3rd January. Malcolm has worked for many years as a start up business advisor and will be with us at Chodort for 2 months. He is looking at our carpentry productions business methods and costings, and will come up with some recommendations which will make our carpentry  business profitable for the first time in many years. 
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January saw the 2nd anniversary of Play4all and I was delighted to go to Kitwe for the event. The building had been decorated and a tent put up in case of rain. There was drumming, dancing, dining and cake, and none of the children seemed put off by the almighty downpour which happened half way through, and just kept dancing in the mud! Play4all now runs 5 mornings a week, and needs to increase its pool of volunteers to be able to give more attention to the children.  The object of play4all is to provide a safe place for the unschooled children who roam the compounds. It has affirming adult role models and uses play to increase thought processes like problem solving, social play and imaginative play. The volunteers are not teaching per se, but by being there  and helping the children in the games they play they are increasing their life chances. There are around 3-5,000 school age children who do not go to school in Kamatipa alone. 
Whilst in Kitwe, I also took the opportunity to visit the other group I worked closely with when I lived there, DOWIZA. This is a group of HIV+ widows with dependent children. They are doing a gardening project, but I intend to write a separate article about this. 

Some frustrating news is that Mr. Mwango, the vice principal for Chodort, and production manager,  has been deferred from a bladder cancer operation 3 times this year. Each time he has been too far down the list to receive treatment before the theatre nurses left for the day at 2pm. This is part of the aftermath of the nurse’s strike in November, which was declared illegal by the government. Subsequently over 100 nurses were sacked from the University Teaching Hospital (UTH) just before Christmas. Another bewildering fact is that, according to Mr. Mwango’s medical notes, UTH has known about the growth for 2 years but has not considered treatment before now. Please pray for Mr. Mwango to have a successful operation. He is a most popular person in Chodort and beyond, I admire his positive outlook and value the sound advice he has given me since I arrived at Chodort.   
Items for praise
· For the second anniversary of Play4all Kamatipa.
· For the renting of four houses on Chodort estate so far this year. 
· For constructive feedback about our carpentry production.

· For the determination of the women of DOWIZA to make a difference in their lives 

· For the successful graduation of all our students

Items for prayer
· For Mr. Mwango as he waits for surgery in UTH

· For days for girls and clerical clothing projects to be well organised and successful 
· For Play4all to flourish in 2014
With every good wish for 2014,
Jenny
Jenny Featherstone 
email jenny.featherstone@gmail.com
skype jenny.featherstone  Zambia
Address  Chodort Training Centre; PO Box 630451 Choma, Southern Province
