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1.
GENERAL REPORT

The Report of the Board for the year ending the 31st August 2005 is contained within Section 2 as part of the Accounts of the Board’s Administration Fund.   This Report deals with activities from September 2005.   

The Board met on 13th October 2005, 8th February 2006 and 10th May 2006.  The May meeting of the Board is devoted principally to investment matters relating to its Administration Fund and the full trusts. 

The Executive met three times during the year.   

The Audit Committee reports direct to the Board and met on 6th December 2005 to consider the Accounts and to make arrangements for the three-year Internal Audit programme.  

Since September 2005 the Board has:


i)
Participated in a review of Part 9 of CPD

ii)
Collaborated with the Methodist Council's Project 8 which is looking at the relationship of the Board to the Connexional Team and other Bodies.

More information about the work of TMCP can be found in the Annual Report leaflet, which is available on request from the office.

In Memoriam 

The Board records with great sadness the death of its General Manager, Caroline Hickling, on 26th February 2006.  Caroline was appointed to this new post in January 2004 and in a short time brought new thinking, vitality and enthusiasm to her role.  She is sorely missed.  

The Board is in the process of making a new appointment.
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***RESOLUTION

28/1.
The Conference receives the General Report and the Reports and Financial Statements for the year ended 31st August 2005.
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3.
DECLARATIONS UNDER THE METHODIST CHURCH TRUST DEED 1939

From time to time property is bequeathed to The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes where no special trusts are declared by the legatee or where those terms are uncertain.  In such cases clause 2 of the Trust Deed of 1939, adopted by the Conference under the 1939 Act, empowers the Conference to declare the trusts.  Two such cases follow.

A.  Doris Binks, deceased

Doris Binks, who died in 2004, by her Will left the sum of £10,000 to “The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes for general purposes”.

The Board has received legal advice that this should not be construed as a bequest to be held for the general purposes of the Model Trusts, nor for the general purposes of the Board, but rather for such purposes as the Conference directs under clause 2 of the Trust Deed of 1939.  The Board considers that the trusts should be for the Methodist Church generally and that the Methodist Church Fund would be the appropriate recipient, and invites the Conference so to resolve.

***RESOLUTION

28/2.
The Conference hereby directs that the bequest from the late Doris Binks shall be held by The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (“the Board”) upon trust for the Methodist Church Fund of the Methodist Church absolutely and directs the Board to transfer the bequeathed property to the said Fund.

B.  William Brown Bentley deceased – Trust 19518
In 2001 the Board was notified that William Brown Bentley had left his residuary estate to the Board with the request that it be used for the benefit of the widows of Methodist ministers.  The Board received legal advice that this request did not constitute an express trust and it was for Conference to declare the Trusts under the Deed of 1939.

Therefore in 2002 the Conference, under Section 2 of the Trust Deed of 1939, resolved as follows:

“The Conference hereby declares that the bequest of William Brown Bentley shall be held by The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes upon trust for the purposes of making grants to assist widows or widowers of ministers or deacons who are aged or in need” (Resolution 29/3 2002).

The Board has received some applications and been able to assist some cases which fall within the terms of the Resolution, but there is still a balance of £187,648.55 in the Trust.

The Board believes that it will be able to make greater use of the Fund if the Conference would amend its Resolution by adding “and, if in the judgement of the Board funds permit, to assist ministers and deacons who are aged or in need”.

***RESOLUTION

28/3.
The Conference amends Resolution 29/3 of 2002 to read as follows:

“The Conference hereby declares that the bequest of William Brown Bentley shall hereafter be held by The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes upon trust for the purposes set out in resolution 29/3 of 2000 (namely, for the purposes of making grants to assist widows or widowers of ministers or deacons who are aged or in need) and in addition, if in the judgement of the Board funds permit, to assist ministers or deacons who are aged or in need”. 
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