13.
Year of Prayer


Pray Without Ceasing

Celebrating Prayer
as a gift from God;

Affirming Prayer
that is already taking place;

Resourcing Prayer
by providing ideas and inspiration

to help people pray in ways new to them.

1.
The Conference of 2004 adopted the following resolutions:

a.
Resolution 11/2:

In acknowledgement of the part played by the 24/7 Prayer Movement in renewing churches and youth groups across the world, the Conference joins the Youth Conference in showing support for this movement by strongly encouraging Methodists to organise 24/7 Prayer events in their local communities.

b.
Notice of Motion 113: 


The Conference celebrates the initiatives taken by the Youth Conference in developing the life of prayer in the Church, through the 24/7 prayer movement and other channels.


The Conference encourages groups, churches, Circuits and Districts throughout the Connexion to nurture the life of prayer and to stimulate networks with one another, including ongoing initiatives from Youth Conference, to share resources and experience, and to encourage ever-widening participation in prayer.


The Conference requests the Connexional Team, in reflecting on how to contribute to the Conference’s priority of underpinning everything we do with God-centred worship and prayers, seriously to consider how to take further the substance of Resolution 11/2, by instigating a full year of non-stop prayer throughout the Connexion during 2005/06.

2.
In response to the commitments above, the Methodist Church is launching Pray Without Ceasing, an initiative encouraging churches and individuals to focus on prayer over the coming months. 

3.
The aims of Pray Without Ceasing are

· To encourage continuous prayer;

· To affirm prayer that is already happening;

· To open new channels of prayer and encourage people to try out new approaches to prayer;

· To be inclusive – of age, gender, culture, theology … etc;

· To encourage presbyters, deacons and others in ministry to offer teaching about prayer;

· To have a clear link to the Priorities of the Methodist Church.

4.
A programme of continuous prayer will be launched at the Methodist Conference 2005 and run until the end of August 2006. Methodist Districts are being encouraged to organise continuous prayer events for a week or fortnight within that fourteen-month period. As well as this Prayer Rota, it is hoped that people will organise local prayer events all year. 

5.
A number of groups are choosing to hold 24/7 style prayer events, and the materials produced for Pray Without Ceasing offer contact details and links for those who choose this way of marking the initiative. Material about health and safety and safeguarding issues to do with all-night prayer events has been included within the Pray Without Ceasing resources.

6.
Resources have been developed to inspire people to pray and to think about prayer. A Pray Without Ceasing pack including a booklet, prayer postcards, bookmarks, ideas cards, a candle and an order form is available for each member of the Conference. These will also be distributed to Circuits. It is hoped that people will order bulk supplies of Pray Without Ceasing resources for use by churches, groups and individuals.

7.
www.praywithoutceasing.org.uk is an exciting website offering ideas, details of events, resources and links about prayer. It includes a forum for people who wish to engage in conversations about prayer, as well as opportunities for people to offer prayers and subjects for prayer.

8.
During the fourteen months of Pray Without Ceasing a resource will be developed to help support ministers and others as they teach people about prayer. This will be theological as well as devotional and will be something that can be used for years to come.

9.
The Methodist Schools are to be offered resources to encourage young people to pray and explore what prayer means. 

10.
The Methodist Youth Executive is organising prayer activities and initiatives to involve young people in prayer. MAYC’s 6:T celebrations will offer a number of opportunities for prayer, including vigils and prayer walks.

11.
Just some of the events planned to mark Pray Without Ceasing:  

· Cliff College is offering three residential Horizons events focussing on prayer. 
· The United College of the Ascension is to hold an event about prayer in a multi-faith context. 

· Sarum College is hoping to offer three one-day events about aspects of prayer. 

· The Methodist Retreat and Spirituality Network’s retreats for the coming year will focus on prayer.

· An International Prayer Conference is to be hosted in the UK on 18-21 June 2006 in Stoke-on-Trent. This Conference is being organised by an independent group with support from members of the Connexional Team. A grant has been applied for as part of the Epworth Fund allocation for Pray Without Ceasing.

12.
Let Us Pray! 


How people can get involved

· Visit our website at: www.praywithoutceasing.org.uk where you can find out the latest news and register to be sent updates.

· Find out who has been appointed as your District Co-ordinator for Pray Without Ceasing and ask them how you can help and for details of District plans.

· Organise your own local prayer events, vigils or groups. 

13.
Keep In Touch! 


Tell us news of events that you have held or want to advertise by:

· sending an email to praywithoutceasing@methodistchurch.org.uk

· registering your interest at www.praywithoutceasing.org.uk
· writing to The Revd Michaela Youngson, Secretary for Pastoral Care and Spirituality, at Methodist Church House.

***RESOLUTION
13/1.
The Conference receives the Report.
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