MC/08/84

2nd Report from the Methodist Council Reference Group on Complaints and Discipline

The Council in February 2008 received names and approved them to be presented to the Conference for the new Connexional Complaints Panel, that comes into being on the 1st September 2008 as a part of the new Complaints and Discipline Process. 

The reference group has continued to work via email and brings further names to the Council, and in so doing would wishes to highlight the following issue to the Council: 

The reference group would still welcome nominations for the Connexional Complaints Panel for both the roles of member and lead. In particular the reference group is concerned for those who would come and sit before such a team drawn from the panel, that in some ways they may see themselves reflected in the make up of the team. As such, the reference group seeks applications from young people, ethnically diverse, deacons and members of the following districts; Birmingham, Bolton and Rochdale, Bristol, Channel Islands*, Darlington, Isle on Man*, Lincoln and Grimsby, North Lancashire, Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury, South East. 

* denotes districts where this may not be practically possible.

The reference group with the Complaints and Discipline Implementation Group shall be working with District Chairs and others to address this concern, but would appreciate all Council members thinking about appropriate members of the Church who may serve in this way. 

The following names are brought to the Councils attention and present the further work of the reference group. 

/1 The Council recommends the following people to the Conference for appointment to the Connexional Complaints Panel from the 1st September 2008, subject to the receipt of satisfactory references. 

Peter Binks, John Birtwell (lead), Russell Buley, Dr Anand Dalal, Revd Christopher Jones, Revd Alison McDonald (Lead), Roger Thorne, Revd Stuart Wild and John Woosey.

The Law and Polity Committee has worked with the Complaints and Discipline Implementation Group to advertise and recruit Chairs of Connexional Discipline Committees and Connexional Advocates. It brings the following names to be considered by the Council for those positions:

/2 The Council recommends the following people to the Conference for appointment as Connexional Advocates from the 1st September 2008. 

Steven Allinson, John Birtwell, Graham Danbury, Revd Alison McDonald, and Brian Rollins. 

/3 The Council recommends the following people to the Conference for appointment as Connexional Discipline Committee Chairs. 

Steven Allinson, Graham Danbury, and Brian Rollins. 

/4 The Council delegates authority to the reference group with the Complaints and Discipline Implementation Group to seek further nominations to be brought to the Conference to ensure balanced Complaints panels where possible. 

Reasoned Statements: 

Steven Allinson:

Lawyer, advocacy, mediation and discipline experience. 

Peter Binks: 


FCIPD Qualified, JP, District Lay Employment Secretary

John Birtwell: 


Solicitor, Complaints Panel Member, Advocacy experience

Russell Buley: 

Complaints Officer, Lay Worker and wide experience of Methodism

Dr Anand Dalal:

Experience of present system, GP, JP

Graham Danbury:
Complaints Officer, Solicitor, Deputy Coroner, Member of the Law and Polity Committee

Revd Christopher Jones:
Previous Superintendent with teaching background

Revd Alison McDonald:
Solicitor, Deputy Connexional Complaints Officer

Brian Rollins:
Solicitor, Deputy District Judge, experience of advocacy, Convener District Complaints Panel

Roger Thorne:


Experience as JP, Pastoral Worker, and Lay Stationing Rep

Revd Stuart Wild:

Previous Panel Convenor, Superintendent and Legally trained

John Woosey: 


JP with experience of Youth Panels and experience of Methodism.  

