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Companion appointments for Council
Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	Christine Elliott; elliottc@methodistchurch.org.uk  020 7467 5242

	Status of Paper
	final

	Action Required
	approval

	Draft Resolution

	The Council appoints the Revds Jennifer Potter; Ward Jones and Conrad Hicks as Companions in the Pilot programme for a period of up to three years.

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	N/a


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims

	To give a brief overview of the Companions scheme and to seek approval for the appointment of three Companions

	Main Points

	· Brief description of pilot Companion scheme
· Reasoned statement of three companions

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)

	One of the ground clearing projects – 6, reconfiguring world church relationships proposed the addition of Companions in order to build on our partner church relationships. This was worked on and refined and finally endorsed at Conference 2008.

	Consultations

	Methodist Church in Ireland

Partner Churches (Zimbabwe, Korea, Guatemala)


Summary of Impact 

(Note, if appropriate,  as possible, likely or confirmed. If detailed explanation is necessary, include this in the full paper, clearly identified.)
	Standing Orders

	N/A

	Faith and Order

	N/A

	Financial

	Already in Budget 2008/09

	Personnel

	WCR partnership co-ordinators will work with Companions.

	Legal 

	N/A.

	Wider Connexional

	It is expected that Companions will be connexional posts including

Methodist Church in Ireland

	External (e.g. ecumenical)
	Partner churches 

	Risk
	Life


Companions

The companion scheme has developed from its initial conception as part of the Team Focus ground-clearing project 6. 

At Scarborough Conference 2008, a pilot scheme was agreed and Council was directed to approve the names once appointed.

Companions will provide extra capacity for the Methodist Churches in Britain and Ireland and their relationships with the 70+ partner churches working with the World Church Relationships (WCR) sub-cluster by taking care in places where specific and dedicated companionship is needed. (WCR provides services for MMS Ireland, which contributes significantly to the MC Fund for World Mission)

The intention is to ensure that the experience gained in this pilot scheme will represent the full potential of what companionships can offer. The WCR partnership co-ordinators have identified four areas where this companionship is to be exercised. 

Zimbabwe, a long standing partner church and the crisis in the country speaks for itself, plus the diaspora in our congregations.

Korea, the church is South Korea has initiated a deepening relationship with us and a Memorandum of Understanding was signed at Blackpool Conference 2007 between our two churches. Furthermore, all the churches in South Korea are working together for reunification and, in particular, humanitarian work in North Korea; North American and European partners are part of that consortium, Methodist Church in Britain (MCB) is a founder-member. 

Guatemala, MCB is developing and working closely with the tiny Methodist Church there; it is primarily an indigenous church with very slim resources.

The Balkans, this group of countries have suffered considerably in recent times and the relationships MCB has established have been much valued and appreciated. Solidarity and companionship is critical.

The pilot scheme will work for at least three years with continuous evaluation involving the Companions, staff and Partner Churches.

Advertisements for the posts were put on the website and in Methodist Recorder. There was a very interesting shortlist of applicants for three of the areas, but none for the Balkans. 

The Irish Secretary of Conference, the Secretary for External Relationships and the relevant Partnership Coordinator conducted the interviews and propose the following Companions:

Zimbabwe: The Revd Jennifer Potter

Korea: The Revd Ward Jones

Guatemala: The Revd Conrad Hicks

Jennifer Potter: minister at Wesley’s Chapel. 

Jennifer has a wealth of experience with multi ethnic congregations. She worked in Zambia for 4 years and Botswana for 21. She served as Secretary for International affairs in the Connexional Team for 6 years, moving to Wesley’s Chapel at her ordination in 2002. She is deeply committed to Africa.

Ward Jones: Chair of Bristol District. 

Ward has been chair for over 11 years and has considerable depth of ministry and in leadership of change. He was ordained in 1974. His recent visits to Korea have impacted on his attitude to his future ministry and he is keen to enable others to share in this formative experience.

Conrad Hicks: minister in Dublin. 

Conrad is a minister of the British Connexion serving in Ireland. He was ordained in 1993. He and his wife served as mission partners in Jamaica 1997-2003 Conrad has been learning Spanish and during his sabbatical April-June this year he will be taking an intensive course to improve his language skills. The whole of his ministry has involved working and being part of a world church. 

RESOLUTION:
The Council appoints the Revds Jennifer Potter; Ward Jones and Conrad Hicks as Companions in the Pilot programme for a period of up to three years.
