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Justice for Palestine and Israel – update on the report of the Methodist Church
Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	Steve Hucklesby, Policy Adviser

hucklesbys@methodistchurch.org.uk

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolution
	The Methodist Council receives the report for presentation to the Methodist Conference

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	For the report to be received by Methodist Council only



Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	To provide a report on developments in the past year since the adoption of resolutions 14/1 to 14/11 at the 2010 Conference

	Main Points


	The report Justice for Palestine and Israel has been the subject of discussion between Methodists, Jews and others.  It provides the Methodist Church with a basis for understanding the situation in Israel and Palestine and a framework for further action.

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	2010 Methodist Conference Report  Justice for Palestine and Israel
2010 Methodist Conference resolutions 14/1 to 14/11

Joint statement of the Methodist Church and Board of Deputies of British Jews (January 2011)

	Consultations


	· Faith and Order
· Connexional Team colleagues who are themselves in contact with other stakeholders, including other faith bodies


Summary of Impact 

	Standing Orders
	None

	Faith and Order
	Work is being developed on theological issues including Christian Zionism

	Financial
	None

	Personnel
	None

	Legal 
	None

	Wider Connexional
	The report Justice for Palestine and Israel has caused churches to engage in conversations around theologies of the Holy Land both within their own constituencies and beyond.  These conversations have at times been difficult.

	External (e.g. ecumenical)
	The report Justice for Palestine and Israel has been widely reported and has encouraged many involved with Christian and other organisations in the region who are working for a justice peace for Palestinians and Israelis.

	Risk
	Risks associated with interfaith relations are being carefully addressed.


Justice for Palestine and Israel – update on the report of the Methodist Church

1. Report commended for action and reflection by the 2010 Conference (Res. 14/3 and Res. 14/6)
1.1
Information was sent to all districts on the background to the report.  This includes a set of prayers, responses to frequently asked questions and a comprehensive list of external resources.  These are available on the Israel/Palestine section of the Methodist Church website.
1.2
Youth Assembly has taken up the theme of Israel and Palestine and made resources for young people available through the ‘Generous’ website.  This also provides a forum for discussion.  Opportunities for linking young people in the UK with others in Israel and Palestine are being investigated as well as a resource that would explore the issues for children and young people that will be jointly written by young people from the UK and from Israel and Palestine. 

1.3
The Connexional Team received a range of responses to the report, both positive and critical.  These indicate that the report has been accessed beyond the Methodist Church and also in countries other than the UK. 
1.4
Recommendations for action can be found on the Israel Palestine pages of the Methodist Church Website and on the website of Just Peace for Palestine (www.justpeaceforpalestine.org) which has been commended by Methodist Conference.
2. Inter faith relations (Res. 14/8)

2.1
In several locations Methodist churches and Jewish or inter faith groups have held meetings to work through the implications of the report for inter faith relations in Britain.
2.2
The report has stimulated renewed interest in engaging especially with Jews, but also with Muslims, to explore what it means to be living alongside one another as people of faith.  Following extensive conversations, the President of the Conference, Secretary for External Relationships and Inter faith Relations Officer have met with representatives of the Board of Deputies for British Jews and from this meeting issued a joint statement (see appendix below).  The Secretary for External Relationships will also meet with representatives of Muslim networks to discuss the implications of the report.
3. The visit of the President and Vice-President to Palestine and Israel

3.1
The President and Vice-President undertook a week-long visit to Israel and Palestine (19-25 February 2011) with the purpose of updating knowledge on the developments taking place and exploring the dynamics of dialogue across faiths and more widely.  Several significant meetings took place with religious leaders and others and a number of field visits were conducted in Israel and in the West Bank.  The visit took place against a backdrop of dramatic political change in the Middle East yet still Palestinian hopes for a viable political process that could bring an end to the occupation appear low in the face of settlement expansion and the perceived intransigence on the part of the Government of Israel.
3.2
The President and Vice-President noted the valuable opportunities that exist for pilgrimage to the Holy Land to enable people to meet Palestinian Christians and hear their stories.   
4. Faith and Order work on theological issues (Res. 14/5)
4.1
The work requested by Methodist Conference on theological issues including Christian Zionism is to be undertaken under the direction of the Faith and Order Committee.
5. Study materials (Res. 14/6)
5.1
The report does not exist in a study format as it is recognised that group study would benefit significantly from hearing directly from someone with firsthand experience of the region able to tell the stories from the perspectives of those suffering from the conflict.  The Methodist Church continues to promote the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme for Palestine and Israel which can recommend speakers for Methodist or ecumenical events.

5.2
There are however a wealth of study materials available including the Methodist Church Bible study “God’s People” which can be found at www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/pi_gods_people_0607.pdf .   A link to this study and other materials were distributed to Synod Secretaries in autumn 2010.  Key reports and statements from a variety of faith perspectives can be found on the website of the Forum for Discussion on Israel and Palestine (FODIP) website http://www.fodip.org/resources.php while a list of materials with an emphasis on solidarity with Palestinian Christians can be downloaded from www.rediscoveringpalestine.org.uk 
6. Representations to Government (Res. 14/7)
6.1
The Joint Public Issues Team has taken a lead on making appropriate representations to the UK government and developing a longer-term strategy for political engagement alongside ecumenical partners and others.  A report of these actions will be available in due course.
7. Support for the call to boycott goods sourced from illegal Israeli settlements (Res. 14/9)
7.1
The Methodist Church has worked with the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR) in determining the policies of the major supermarket chains regards the labelling and other issues association with sourcing from the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  Information on this work is available from the Israel Palestine pages of the Methodist Church website.

8. Prayer for peace in the region (Res. 14/11)
8.1
The Methodist Church prayer diary provides an opportunity to focus on Palestine and Israel.  The Connexional Team have gathered some further prayers for Palestine and Israel which were sent to all districts and are available on the Methodist Church website.  

8.2
The Joint Public Issues Team have assisted in the production of resources for the World Council of Churches World Week for Peace for Palestine and Israel (29 May to 4 June).  The theme this year is focused on East Jerusalem and an A4 leaflet is available for download from the Methodist Church website.
9. Resolution
The Methodist Council receives the report for presentation to the Methodist Conference
Appendix – Joint statement from the Methodist Church and the Board of Deputies of British Jews
On 7 January 2011, a conversation took place between representatives of the Board of Deputies of British Jews and the Methodist Church. Discussion focused on the way forward for relations between the two communities in 2011 and beyond.

The meeting followed correspondence between the two organisations. In December, the Revd Alison Tomlin, President of the Methodist Conference, wrote to the Board of Deputies to clarify issues relating to, and arising from, the decisions taken at the Methodist Conference in June 2010. The President of the Board of Deputies, Vivian Wineman, welcomed her considered and helpful letter and the opportunity for a constructive conversation.

The discussion led by the two Presidents explored further these concerns and issues. In particular, the need to clarify the use of specific words and phrases (such as Zionism and Christian Zionism) in facilitating a productive and continuing dialogue. The group recognised and commended efforts to build bridges in local communities and discussed future progression of these at the grassroots and national levels. The Methodist Church and the Board of Deputies expressed their gratitude for the support given by the Council of Christians and Jews.

