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Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	Neil A Stubbens  
StubbensN@methodistchurch.org.uk  020 7467 3520 
Connexional Ecumenical Officer

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolution
	See below.

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims

	The appointment of the ecumenical associate members to the Conference.

To make this group of six people as representative as possible of the current list of other churches and Christian bodies that can be invited to appoint an ecumenical associate member.

To update the list of other churches and Christian bodies that can be invited to appoint associate members to the Conference and the basis for making such invitations.


	Main Points


	A ‘black-led’ church or Christian body should be invited to appoint an associate member to the Conference in 2013.

The Connexional Ecumenical Officer should review the list of other churches and Christian bodies that may be invited to appoint an ecumenical associate member to the Conference and the basis for such invitations.


	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	Section H of the Ecumenical Committee report to the Conference in 1989 (Agenda, pp.558-5561). List of Associate Members of the Conference (1991-2012), produced from Conference Agendas 1990-2011. 



Summary of Impact 

	External (eg ecumenical)
	The number of those other churches and Christian bodies which may be invited to appoint associate members to the Conference will increase and the basis for the invitations will change so some may be invited to make an appointment more frequently and others less frequently.


Ecumenical Associate Members of the Conference in 2013 and Subsequent Years

1. Introduction
1.1 Each year, the Methodist Council recommends to the Conference which other churches and Christian bodies it shall determine to invite to appoint associate members, and in what numbers, to the next or next but one Conference.
 The ‘other churches and Christian bodies’ are to be ‘members of an ecumenical body or association in Great Britain of which the Methodist Church is also a member’.

1.2 The Conference in 1989 adopted a report which recommended:

· six churches and other Christian bodies be invited to appoint a representative each year;

· the Church of England and the United Reformed Church be invited to appoint a representative each year;

· the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales and the Baptist Union of Great Britain be invited to appoint a representative for two years in succession and then stand down for a year;

· other churches on the list be invited to send a representative normally for two years in succession without an indication being given of when they will be invited again.
2. Conference 2013
2.1 On the basis of the above rota:

· the Church of England and the United Reformed Church should each be invited to appoint an associate member for the Conference in 2013;

· the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales should be invited to appoint an associate member for 2013 since its most recent year to ‘stand down’ was 2011 and it has appointed someone for 2012;

· the Baptist Union of Great Britain should not be invited to appoint an associate member for 2013 since it appointed one for 2011 and 2012;

· the Lutheran Council of Great Britain and the Scottish Episcopal Church should each be invited to appoint an associate member for 2013 since both were invited to do so for 2012.
This leaves one vacancy for 2013.
2.2 The 1989 report grouped the 32 ‘other churches and Christian bodies’ into seven groups. Since the group of ‘black-led churches’ is the least recent to be represented in the Conference in this way, it is recommended that the Connexional Ecumenical Officer ask Bishop Dr Joe Aldred of MECA (the Minority Ethnic Christian Affairs Group of Churches Together in England) to nominate an appropriate church or Christian body to appoint an associate member of the Conference for 2013. (This was the method used for the Conferences in 2006 and 2007.)
3. Conference 2014 and subsequent years
3.1 The ecumenical scene in Great Britain has changed enormously since 1989. At least one of the Christian bodies listed in the report adopted by the Conference in that year no longer operates and there are now many more ‘churches and Christian bodies which are members of an ecumenical body or association in Great Britain of which the Methodist Church is also a member’.

3.2 Since 1989, the Conference has adopted Our Calling (2000), Priorities for the Methodist Church (2004), and ‘The Purpose of the Methodist Conference’
. The latter affirms:

the primary purpose of the Conference is to engage in Christian Conferring in order to discern the will of God and then to formulate and oversee ways in which the whole Connexion can respond to that will. This purpose should inform and influence everything that the Conference does.

The ecumenical associate members are able to contribute to this process of ‘Christian Conferring’ through which the Conference fulfils its responsibilities
 and this should be the key factor in determining which other churches and Christian bodies be invited to appoint an associate member.
3.3 In the light of both these developments, the Council is invited to direct the Connexional Ecumenical Officer in consultation with the Assistant Secretary of the Conference to review the list of other churches and Christian bodies that could be invited to appoint associate members to the Conference and the basis for making such invitations, and to report to its meeting in January 2013.
RESOLUTIONS

59/1.
The Council recommends to the Conference that the following bodies be invited to appoint associate members to the Conference in 2013:
The Church of England

The United Reformed Church

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales

The Lutheran Council of Great Britain

The Scottish Episcopal Church

The Minority Ethnic Christian Affairs Group of Churches Together in England

59/2.
The Council directs the Connexional Ecumenical Officer to review the list of other churches and Christian bodies that could be invited to appoint associate members to the Conference and the basis for making such invitations, and to report to the Council in January 2013.
� See Standing Order 107(1)(i) and (2).


� Paragraphs 1-7 of ‘The Review of the Conference’, in Agenda (2006), pp.317-352. 


� Ibid, para 7 (p.319).  


� See Deed of Union 14(4)(c), the section on Associate members in the report of the ‘Commission on Conference’, in Agenda (1996), pp.98-100,  and the section on The Conference in ‘Expectations of Various Groups’, Agenda (2011), p.12.





